Pastor: Fr. Obi Ibekwe
Associate Pastor: Fr. Biju Antony

PARISH OFFICE

Secretary: Pat Robinson

Parish Office Hours:

Tuesday to Thursday, 10:00 am to 3:00 pm
Bulletin Announcements by noon on Thursday
email: wandawirth@telus.net

WEEKEND MASSES

Saturday: 5:00 pm
Sunday: 10:00 am

WEEKDAY MASSES

Shrove Tuesday — Mass at 6:00 pm
Ash Wednesday — Mass at 7:00 pm
Thursday - Mass at 10:00 am
followed by Adoration and Benediction
Friday — Mass at 10:00 am
Silent Adoration with the Rosary at
9:30 am

Stations of the Cross at 5:30 pm

RECONCILIATION

Saturday: 4:00 to 5:00 pm or by appointment

CHILDREN’S RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Noreen Dunn: 250-766-3303

MINISTRY COORDINATORS

Altar Society: Constance Gregory (250) 765-2879

Benevolent Fund: Bob Sellinger, 250-766-5990

Greeters and Ushers: Maxine Joyce at

g.joyce@hotmail.com

Lectors (Readers): Sue Taylor jaytaylor@telus.net

Eucharistic Ministers: June Bot at
bot.june@icloud.com

Music Ministry: Vera Gervais, 250-766-2250

Outreach: Shelly Twerdochlib, 250-766-0202

Sacristans: Lily Oddleifson (250) 766-4390

PARISH COMMITTEES

Parish Pastoral Council (PPC)
Chair:
Parish Finance Committee (PFC)

Chair: Joe Pereira George
Liturgy Coordinator
Constance Gregory, 250-765-2879

Grounds and Building
Clive Halston

PARISH ORGANIZATIONS

CWL
Marian Podgornik, 778-480-6444
St. Edward’s Men’s Association

President: Michael Conyette, 250-308-4897
Email: mconyette@hotmail.com

Development & Peace
George and Karen Willoner, 250-215-5134

ST. EDWARD ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

11123 Okanagan Centre Road East, Lake Country, BC V4V 1H3

Phone 250-766-3146 Fax 250-766-3191
Website http://www.stedwardsparish.ca
Email lakecountry@nelsondiocese.org

February 11, 2024

Sixth Sunday of Ordinary Time
World Day of the Sick

Lent and
Schedule

Ash Wednesday
Mass: 7 pm

Stations of the Cross and Soup and Buns:
Every Friday during Lent at 5:30 pm followed
by Soup and buns.

March 28 - Holy Thursday Mass — 7 pm

March 29 - Good Friday: Stations of the Cross — 11 am
March 29 - Good Friday: Divine Mercy — 11:30 am
March 29 - Good Friday: Passion of our Lord — 12 noon
March 30 - Easter Vigil: 8 pm

March 31 - Easter Sunday: 10 am
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PASTOR’S MESSAGE

One of our Lenten prayers goes this way: ‘That we may
be delivered into the riches hidden in Christ.” Lent is
truly a time to rediscover in a new way the riches
hidden in Christ. How can we make Lent 2024 the best
Lent ever? Through prayer, fasting and almsgiving, our
hearts are disposed to journey with Jesus.

Stations of the Cross

Growing up, | really really disliked Stations of the
Cross. Friday was a day to relax after the school week
and now I have to go to the Church AGAIN?! But I had
to go: everybody went. Gradually, something began to
change in my heart. Jesus fell under the Cross, He was
stripped naked, He saw His Mother (the anguish, the
pain in the face of a mother seeing her son suffer), the
mocking crowd, the women crying for Him, His death.
The whole drama began to melt my heart. Why did He
undergo all this? Because He loves me! Walking

the Stations now is a way of me telling Jesus that I love
Him, that I want to try to please Him, that I’'m grateful
for all He did for me and all He continues to do.

This year, we want to make the Stations extra special.
Please join us at 5:30 pm every Friday. Some Lenten
Suggestions to help draw us nearer to Jesus:
Almsgiving

Maybe as a family, have simple dinners and save some
money to put in a piggy bank and give to the poor at the
end of the season or at anytime. Some of the poor in
our community come to the door of the Rectory from
time to time. I’m hoping my piggy bank money would
be handy this time. Also, St. Vincent de Paul would
help us to reach out to the poor in our community.
Silence

In all the noise we experience today, Lent can be a time
to enjoy the beauty of silence: less media.

Media Fast

Maybe turn off your phone every Friday

Fast from Alcohol

Fast from saying something negative about someone
Ash Wednesday and Good Friday Fasting &
Abstinence

Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are obligatory days
of fasting and abstinence for Catholics. In addition,
Fridays during Lent are obligatory days of abstinence.
For members of the Latin Catholic Church, the norms
on fasting are obligatory from age 18 until age 59.
When fasting, a person is permitted to eat one full
meal, as well as two smaller meals that together are not
equal to a full meal. The norms concerning abstinence
from meat are binding upon members of the Latin
Catholic Church from age 14 onwards. The sick are not
obliged to fast. Members of the Eastern Catholic
Churches are to observe the particular law of their own
sui iuris (of one’s own right) Church.

A Reflection on Lenten Fasting

If possible, the fast on Good Friday continues until the
Easter Vigil (on Holy Saturday night) as the "paschal
fast" to honour the suffering and death of our Lord,
Jesus, and to prepare ourselves to share more fully and
to celebrate more readily his Resurrection. May Lent
2024 truly deliver us into the riches hidden in Christ.

Stations of the Cross

Stations of the Cross have helped me over the years in
my journey with Jesus. This beautiful Catholic
prayer/devotion helps us to reflect on what Jesus did for
us and truly strengthens our relationship with Him.
This year, 1 would like to invite you to come and pray
the Stations. We will start at 5.30pm every Friday. If
you are working and are not able to arrive at 5.30pm,
please come when you can. Even if you are able to pray
only one or two stations, that’s okay, too.

As part of our plan to make this year’s Lent extra
special, we would like to have each group participate.
Though everyone is invited to come and pray every
Friday, on a specific Friday, a particular group would
lead the Stations with Fr. Biju and myself.

Stations would be followed by soup and buns. Find
below the schedule. I’'m immensely grateful to
everyone for your yes to leading the Stations and
preparing soup and buns.

Soup and buns will be by donation. Since almsgiving is
part of our Lenten practice, we would use the proceeds
to help the poor in our community and also for share
Lent.

Find below the schedule for Stations and for soup and
buns

February 16-CWL,
February 23-Music #1
March 1-Mens Association
March 8-Music #2

March 15-Sacristans
March 22-Readers

Fr. Biju and | are really looking forward to Lent 2024.
Many blessings!

Fr. Obi



PARISHIONERS OFFERINGS

Thank you for your generous support of
St. Edward Parish

February 4, 2024 - $2,523.08

OFFERINGS FOR ST. EDWARD **NEW**
ST. EDWARD'S QR CODES ARE HERE!! We only
have one on the table in the vestibule. These have been
used in other parishes with GREAT success to enhance
donations and ease to parish giving. Here’s the general
process although each device is different.

1) With the camera on your phone, place the QR code
in the center.

2) A yellow “Square Link” box will appear, touch
that.

3) It will take you to an ST EDWARD'S site where
you can donate. When requested, use “Sunday
Collection” as the reason for the donation. Follow the
prompts (it should be relatively simple) and pay with
your credit card.

4) When complete, you will get a text or an email to
confirm your donation.

5) NOTE: Because you have to include your name and
address during the process, you WILL get a tax receipt
for your donation.

6) NOTE: This is an encrypted system and has been
used with success AND privacy in numerous places
before (including churches).

OTHER WAYS TO DONATE: Pre-Authorized debit
forms are available by email or mail if you are
interested in signing up for donations through the SAG
program. Email or call the office 250-766-3146 for
more information. Another way you can donate is to
use an eTransfer from your online banking. All you
have to do is create a new “payee” (eg. St.

Edward Parish) and use the
email etransfer.stedwardswinfield@nelsondiocese.org.
In the message box indicate that you want your
donation to go to Sunday Collection. Regular offering
envelopes will CONTINUE to be collected at Offertory
at each mass. Extra envelopes will be available in the
pews if you wish to use them, and still wish to donate
with cheques or cash. You can also mail your Offerings
to: St. Edward's Church, 11123 Okanagan Centre Road
East. Lake Country, B.C. V 4V 1H3. Please call or
email our offices to register with our parish, or to
arrange for Weekly Offerings Envelopes; 2024
envelopes will be available soon! We thank you for
your continued charity to help us create the programs
and cover the costs needed to run our parish.

Prayer Requests
Claire Schaff, Betty Klinger, Larry and Paula Meade,
Shirley Breen, Jenna King, Laura Mercer,
Georgia Colgan, Jame Gregoire

Mass Intentions
February 10 — P.J. O’Looney RIP
February 17 - Sadie Clausing INT
February 22 - Benoit Peter Blier RIP
February 24 — Diana and Family INT

Our sincere condolences to the family
of Fred Donhauser on his recent
passing. Prayers will be held on
Monday, February 12 at 7:00 pm.
Funeral is on February 13 at 11:00 a.m.,
both services will be held at Corpus Christi Parish.

CWL MEMBERHIPS

Membership fees for 2024 are due this
month. we welcome and encourage
all ladies of St. Edwards to join this
national organization of catholic
women. Dues ($42.00) may be dropped in the
collection basket marked "CWL." For more
information on membership and upcoming events
contact Marian, Jan King, or any CWL member.

This Lent, let’s work toward Reaping our Rights

This year, Development
and Peace — Caritas
Canada’s Create Hope:
Reaping our Rights
campaign calls you to stand
¥ with small-scale farmers

. and peasant communities

. ® who feed the world while

) & caring for the Earth. Do this
L by:

1. Donating online at
devp.org/give or during the
Solidarity Sunday
collectlon on March 17, the fifth Sunday of
Lent. Your generosity helps support over 73
projects in 36 countries around the world!

2. Learning more by reading the Mini-
magazine and other resources available at
devp.org/lent/resources.

3. Meeting our solidarity visitors and
participating in the campaign launch
webinar on February 17 at 1:30 p.m. ET.

For more information, contact George or Karen at
kwilloner@hotmail.ca

PLEASE GIVE GENEROUSLY! S
devp.org | 1-888-234-8533
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Beloved Sisters and Brothers,

Holy Thursday Adoration

Fr. Biju and | are looking forward to serving our parishes this Lent and journeying with you in this most beautiful time
of grace when we draw so close to Jesus.

The Triduum (Holy Thursday, Good Friday, Easter Vigil/Easter Sunday) is a wonderful time and we want to take time
to prepare.

Permit me to share an aspect of our preparation with you. On Holy Thursday, Jesus enters the Garden of Gethsemane.
Laden with sorrow, he asks His disciples: ‘Please stay here and keep watch with me.” We really want to heed the
invitation of Jesus to keep watch with Him: to relive this moment of love: God’s love for us and our love for Him.

I would like to ask the different groups in our parish to participate in keeping watch with Jesus.
This is the schedule we have come up with.

The whole parish: 8.30pm to 9pm

Music groups (Vera, Reid and Men’s Group), CWL and Sacristans: 9pm to 10pm
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion, Lectors & Ushers: 10pm to 11pm

Men’s Association and Young Adults: 11pm to Midnight

Thank you so much for your willingness to make this year’s Lent a special one for our parish and for our families.

Blessings,
Fr. Biju and Fr. Obi

NORTH OKANAGAN DEANERY 2024 LENTEN CONFESSION SHEDULE

Parish/School Day Date Time
Immaculata High School Tuesday March 5 10:00 am — 2:30 pm
St. Joseph School Thursday March 14 10:30 am — 12:40 pm
Our Lady of Lourdes School Thursday March 7 10:45 am —11:40 am

12:45 pm — 1:40 pm
Our Lady of Lourdes Parish Wednesday March 20 4:00 pm
St. Pius X Parish Monday March 11 5:30 pm
Corpus Christi Parish Wednesday March 6 6:00 pm
St. Edward Parish Wednesday March 13 5:30 pm
St. Charles Garnier Parish Wednesday March 13 5:00 pm
Immaculate Conception Parish Thursday March 21 3:00 pm
St. Francis of Assisi Parish Monday March 19 5:00 pm
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Would you like to see your business advertised in our bulletin? Cost is $100 per year or $10.00 per month.
Contact the office.



What Does Love Look Like?
Love is PRESENCE!

I once read a quote by St. Augustine: It has the hands to help others; it has the feet to hasten to the poor and the needy;
it has the eyes to see misery and want; it has the ears to hear the sighs and sorrows of men. That is what love looks

like. Love is inexhaustible. | can claim to exhaust the meaning of love in this small piece. But | want to share a little bit
of my heart with you for indeed what love asks of me is this - to give others a piece of my heart, not a piece of my
mind.

A little girl after receiving so many PRESENTS on her birthday said to her busy mom — Thank you for the birthday
presents. | ask for one more thing - that you just stay with me. The girl has received lots of PRESENTS but wanted the
most important thing - PRESENCE.

True love is to give to the other the gift of my presence. It is learning to be with the other in joy and in sorrow. It is to
sometimes forget my own agenda and to simply be with the other — a being that involves the whole of my person
especially my heart.

The gift of presence can be physical. It can also be spiritual.

We all know that even when our loved ones are deceased, we still know something of their presence because in life
they have given us the gifts of their hearts and have received ours - they have touched our hearts and we have touched
theirs.

At Mass, we know of the PRESENCE of Jesus - His Gift of love to us. Together as a family of love, we eat from the
same dish and drink from the same chalice. Do | give a gift of my presence to the members of our family
(congregation) with whom | worship every Sunday? Have | taken time to get to know their names and who they are;
where they come from etc. Would you take some time to get to know one parishioner every Sunday? Do you know that
by the end of the year, you will have known 48 people.

When we do this, we truly build up a community of love.
One of the beautiful things I discovered in our parish is how people pray for one another by booking Masses.

Prayer is another way of being present to the other. People book Masses for fellow parishioners who have lost loved
ones, who celebrate birthdays and anniversaries. When someone books Mass for a fellow parishioner, other friends
come to pray with the person who has booked the Mass.

It gives me great joy to see this tradition in our parish. | encourage our parishioners to carry on with this beautiful
tradition - praying for others at Mass, booking Masses for the living and the dead.

Do you know of parishioners who have lost loved ones, who recently celebrated birthdays and marriage anniversaries?
Wouldn’t it be wonderful to send them a note - that you think about them and pray for them. As we do this, the love of
Christ truly shines out, we build up a community of love, for as scripture says - Where two or three are gathered in my
name, | am there. (Matthew 18: 20)

Love also invites me to tell my brother or my sister when they have wronged me. Speak to them in love. Don’t carry it
in your heart. Don’t tell others about the wrong s/he has done. Sometimes, someone may not even realize they have
wronged the other. Scripture tells us - We owe each other one thing - LOVE! (Romans 13: 8)

Back to St. Augustine - keep loving with your hands, feet, eyes, ears.

God bless!
Fr. Obi



The Gift of Prayer - The Holy Mass

I attended an event on Thursday called ‘Made for More.” The speaker - Christopher West - spoke on ‘Theology of the
Body.” A line from his talk resonated with me. He said: ‘To love the other is to see the Face of God.’

To pray for the other is also to love the other.

When people celebrate important things in their life like Birthday, Baptism, First Holy Communion, Confirmation,
Wedding, Anniversary etc, we often give a gift to express our love.

In our Catholic tradition, we also book Masses for loved ones when they have these important celebrations. To book
Mass is to pray for them: to give them the highest gift- the gift of Jesus.

There’s also other times when we can book Masses for loved ones: when they are sick, going for surgery, recovering
from surgery, for their personal intentions that only God knows or simply asking for the blessings of Jesus in their
lives.

We can offer this gift also to our beloved dead when we pray for them. They see us and they receive this act of love.
We can also book Masses for bereaved families that Jesus may console, comfort and be present to them in their time of
grief.

Other times we can book Masses in thanksgiving for the blessings we or a loved one has received.

We have a card that you can send to someone after booking Mass for them. It’s a beautiful feeling to know that
someone remembers you and is praying for you.

You can phone the office or drop in to book a Mass(es).
We still have availability in most of the Masses.
May we continue to pray for one another.

Fr. Obi



We were visited by Bishop Jose — the Syra-Marabar Bishop from Toronto.

We now have Syra-Maraba Mass every first Sunday of the month. Please come and join Fr. Biju and the Indian
community from Vernon, Lake Country and Kelowna.




