Pastor: Fr. Obi Ibekwe
Associate Pastor: Fr. Biju Antony

PARISH OFFICE

Secretary: Pat Robinson

Parish Office Hours:

Tuesday to Thursday, 10:00 am to 3:00 pm
Bulletin Announcements by noon on Thursday
email: wandawirth@telus.net

WEEKEND MASSES

Saturday: 5:00 pm
Sunday: 10:00 am

WEEKDAY MASSES

Tuesday — Mass at 6:00 pm

Thursday - Mass at 10:00 am
followed by Adoration and Benediction

Wednesday and Friday — Mass at 10:00 am
Silent Adoration with the Rosary at
9:30 am

RECONCILIATION

Saturday: 4:00 to 5:00 pm or by appointment

CHILDREN’S RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Noreen Dunn: 250-766-3303

MINISTRY COORDINATORS

Altar Society: Constance Gregory (250) 765-2879

Benevolent Fund: Bob Sellinger, 250-766-5990

Greeters and Ushers: Maxine Joyce at

g.joyce@hotmail.com

Lectors (Readers): Sue Taylor jaytaylor@telus.net

Eucharistic Ministers: June Bot at
bot.june@icloud.com

Music Ministry: Vera Gervais, 250-766-2250

Outreach: Shelly Twerdochlib, 250-766-0202

Sacristans: Lily Oddleifson (250) 766-4390

PARISH COMMITTEES

Parish Pastoral Council (PPC)
Chair:
Parish Finance Committee (PFC)

Chair: Joe Pereira George
Liturgy Coordinator
Constance Gregory, 250-765-2879

Grounds and Building
Clive Halston

PARISH ORGANIZATIONS

CWL
Marian Podgornik, 778-480-6444
St. Edward’s Men’s Association

President: Michael Conyette, 250-308-4897
Email: mconyette@hotmail.com

Development & Peace
George and Karen Willoner, 250-215-5134

ST. EDWARD ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
11123 Okanagan Centre Road East, Lake Country, BC V4V 1H3

Phone 250-766-3146 Fax 250-766-3191
Website http://www.stedwardsparish.ca
Email lakecountry@nelsondiocese.org

February 4, 2024
Fifth Sunday of Ordinary Time

JB 7:1-4, 6-7; PS 147:1-2, 3-4, 5-6; 1 COR 9-16, 22-23; MK 1:29-39

Our readings today remind us that Christ came to serve. Jesus’ entire
life was focused on others. He came to fulfill His Father’s mission —
the salvation of mankind. He labored for this mission by becoming the
humblest of servants.

In today's Gospel, Simon says to Jesus, “Everyone is looking for you.”
Jesus did not seek after the praise. Rather, He responded by saying,
“Let us go on to the nearby villages that I may preach there also.”
Jesus was already looking to whom He could serve next.

As Christian stewards, we are also called to be humble servants who
labor for our Father’s mission. We should strive to imitate the Perfect
Steward, Who was constantly aware of the needs of those around Him
and put His gifts to good use. For us, this begins right here in our
home, parish, and community. We are called to live each moment in
awareness of our Father’s mission and in gratitude for all He has given
us.

Jesus tells us that the way to be attentive is through prayer. Before
Jesus made the decision to go to the nearby villages to preach, He first
went off to pray. It is through prayer that Jesus could hear what His
Father was asking of Him. We, too, are called to spend time in daily
prayer — we will then become aware of the opportunities to serve the
Lord.

Let us commit to finding some quiet time this week to pray. Let us ask
the Lord — how can | serve You better throughout my days? And let
us pray, ‘Make me humble, Lord.’

Catholic Stewardship Consultants
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PARISHIONERS OFFERINGS

Thank you for your generous support of
St. Edward Parish

January 28, 2024 - $2,454.43

OFFERINGS FOR ST. EDWARD **NEW**
ST. EDWARD'S QR CODES ARE HERE!! We only
have one on the table in the vestibule. These have been
used in other parishes with GREAT success to enhance
donations and ease to parish giving. Here’s the general
process although each device is different.

1) With the camera on your phone, place the QR code
in the center.

2) A yellow “Square Link” box will appear, touch
that.

3) It will take you to an ST EDWARD'S site where
you can donate. When requested, use “Sunday
Collection” as the reason for the donation. Follow the
prompts (it should be relatively simple) and pay with
your credit card.

4) When complete, you will get a text or an email to
confirm your donation.

5) NOTE: Because you have to include your name and
address during the process, you WILL get a tax receipt
for your donation.

6) NOTE: This is an encrypted system and has been
used with success AND privacy in numerous places
before (including churches).

OTHER WAYS TO DONATE: Pre-Authorized debit
forms are available by email or mail if you are
interested in signing up for donations through the SAG
program. Email or call the office 250-766-3146 for
more information. Another way you can donate is to
use an eTransfer from your online banking. All you
have to do is create a new “payee” (eg. St.

Edward Parish) and use the
email etransfer.stedwardswinfield@nelsondiocese.org.
In the message box indicate that you want your
donation to go to Sunday Collection. Regular offering
envelopes will CONTINUE to be collected at Offertory
at each mass. Extra envelopes will be available in the
pews if you wish to use them, and still wish to donate
with cheques or cash. You can also mail your Offerings
to: St. Edward's Church, 11123 Okanagan Centre Road
East. Lake Country, B.C. V 4V 1H3. Please call or
email our offices to register with our parish, or to
arrange for Weekly Offerings Envelopes; 2024
envelopes will be available soon! We thank you for
your continued charity to help us create the programs
and cover the costs needed to run our parish.

NEED A PRIEST?
If you need a priest for emergencies or end of life call,
please call the Catholic Chaplaincy phone at
250-878-1502. Regular hospital visits can be arranged
by calling the church office during office hours to
arrange a time for a priest to visit.

Anyone who is housebound and would like to
receive Holy Communion, please inform the office
and we will arrange to have someone bring it to you.

Prayer Requests
Claire Schaff, Betty Klinger, Larry and Paula Meade,
Shirley Breen, Jenna King, Laura Mercer,
Georgia Colgan, Jame Gregoire

Mass Intentions
February 3 — Antonio Lopes RIP
February 10 — P.J. O’Looney
February 17 - Sadie Clausing INT
February 22 - Benoit Peter Blier RIP

PILGRIMAGE OF FAITH
Our Pilgrimage of Faith Appeal is now
underway in our parish for the year
2024 — We are grateful to all those
who have donated. Every gift is
important. Our parish goal is
$18,850.00. Remember to fill out your pledge card and
drop it along with a cheque/cash in the collection or
donate via etransfer to:
etransfer.pof@nelsondiocese.org or
online via Canada Helps at Canada Helps:
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/24360.

Lent Begins
Ash Wednesday - February 14th
Mass at 7 pm.

Palms
Please bring your palms that were blessed last year
during the Palm Sunday Mass. These palms will be
burned and used for ashes on Ash Wednesday. Drop
them off in the church foyer in the box provided.

Stations of the Cross
Friday, February 16" at 5.30 pm followed by
Soup and Bun

Lent/Easter Confession
March 13th at 5:30 pm
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PASTOR’S MESSAGE
Our Young Friend, Gabby
On Wednesday, at 6 am, | received a message that
Gabby, 14 years old, had taken her own life. She died
Tuesday night. Wednesday was a difficult day for
Gabby’s family and for all who knew her.

| had the opportunity of knowing Gabby very well. Her
family invited me for a visit every now and again. We
played volleyball, ate together and usually end the
evening with a music jam. Gabby’s mom would play
the guitar, dad would play violin and Gabby, her
siblings and I would sing. | remember our last meeting
- it was like yesterday. | can still picture her

smiling. Their whole family leads music in their
Church in Summerland. They even travelled to St. Pius
Church to sing at the 11 am Mass.

| went to visit their family. They were all beside
themselves in grief, in shock, but never lost hope. Her
mom told me, “I know she’s in the arms of Jesus, but it
still hurts. It hurts so badly.” After visiting with her
family, I went to the morgue to say the final prayers for
her. So much grief. Mom blaming herself and
wondering if she did enough. “How did I miss the
signs?” she wondered. All that one can do is to pray
silently and just be present with them. Gabby loved to
sing. Recently, the two songs she enjoyed were, Lord, |
Need You and Firm Foundation. A line in the song:
Lord, I Need You says, “When I cannot stand, | fall on
you, Jesus. You are my hope and strength.” Gabby
loved life but she believed this life had become too
hard for her. She had mental health challenges. It was
hard to go on. She couldn’t stand anymore. Gabby, you
can now rest in the arms of Jesus: the One you needed
and longed for. May Jesus bring you to the Father and
console her family.

Please, if you or anyone you know is struggling or
having suicidal thoughts, please simply call 9-8-8.
There is so much pressure in our society today and it is
affecting our young people. Our young ones need to
know that they are loved. They are seen. They are
precious and they matter. As a parish family, may we
continue to work together, no matter what it takes, to
care for our young, to create an environment for

them where they know they belong, where they can be
themselves, where they can find Jesus and in finding
Him, find themselves. A kind word, a word of
encouragement, can go a long way. An act of love for
them brings hope. This is my direct line and | can be
reached when someone needs assistance or needs to
talk: 250-231-7078. God love you!

Your brother, Fr. Obi

Saturday, February 10: Healing Mass at 5pm

Feast of St. Blaise is on February 3. St. Blaise is
known for curing disease of the throat and any
other illness. In 316, a woman brought to St. Blaise her
only son who was choking to death on a fish bone. He
was cured by St. Blaise. There were other miracles he
performed. Instead of February 3, we shall have this
special celebration on February 10 at the healing Mass.
The blessing goes this way: Through the intercession of
St. Blaise, Bishop and Martyr, may God deliver you
from every disease of the throat and from every illness.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit.

Sunday, February 11 is the Feast of our Lady of
Lourdes, also known as World Day of Prayer for the
Sick. We shall combine this celebration with the Feast
of St. Blaise at the healing Mass on February 10 at
5pm. Holy Water will be available for you to take home
after the healing Mass.

I look forward to celebrating these moments of grace
with you. May you have a wonderful week.

Blessings, Fr. Obi

CORPUS CHRISTI BEEF
STEW DINNER

Corpus Christi CWL will be
hosting a hearty beef stew dinner,
Saturday, February 10". Doors

e open at 5:00 pm, tickets at the
door. Cost of Admlttance is $15.00. Everyone is
welcome to attend! Church hall - 750 Rutland Road
North.

YOUTH RETREAT WEEKEND
On the weekend of February 10th — 11th, The Catholic
Parishes of Penticton will be welcoming the travelling
retreat team from NET Canada (National
Evangelization Teams). NET is a reputable company
with teams in many countries, who specialize in
connecting with youth and bringing them a meaningful,
Christ-centered experience. Whether your child is a
practicing Catholic/Christian who is looking to take the
next step in their faith, or one who doesn’t know Jesus,
but is looking to better understand their identity and
purpose in life, this retreat will be impactful! | highly
recommend signing up if you can. Open to students in
grades 6-12. More information at this link:
https://forms.gle/PzJLjhgKWtRgdhz49
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KELOWNA CATHOLIC YOUTH GROUP
If you are in grades 7-12 and want to deepen your faith
with other Catholic teens, please join us!
Upcoming events:
Sunday, February 04: Family Rosary Night — 4:00 to
6:00 pm at St. Pius X Parish, includes Dinner and Mass
to follow.
Youth Group Registration Form and Event Sign-up
required. www.kelownacatholicyouthgroup.ca

I encourage you to take advantage of a wonderful
opportunity to hear Christopher West speak on the
Theology of the Body. He will be speaking at
Immaculata Regional High School on Thursday,
February 8 from 7-9:30 pm. The talk is called “Made
for More,” and tickets are available at:
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/made-for-more-kelowna-
canada-tickets-740570645737.

Please avail yourself of this extraordinary chance to
hear this world-renowned speaker on the Theology of
the Body. God bless and | hope to see you there.
Bishop Greg

TICKETS AVAI.LABLE NOW

kelownamé4m.eventbrite.com

Immaculata Regional High School

1493 K. L. O. Road Kelowna, BC VIW 3N&Canada

Thursday Eg2E
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2024, 7-9:30pm [=]

YV ISTONS"OE THE PROMISED LAND

CHRISTOPHER WEST "% MIKE MANGIONE

SECULAR FRANCISCANS ORDER OF THE

LITTLE FLOWERS OF ST.

FRANCIS FRATERNITY

You are invited to witness the
Eucharistic Celebration with the Rite
of Permanent Profession to the
Gospel Life with Bishop Gregory
Bittman for the Secular Franciscans Order (OFS) of
The Little Flowers of St. Francis Fraternity for

e Anne Engel

e Paulette Froh

¢ Wilma Lucia Suarez-Pinzon

24 February 2024 at 11:00 AM (in the morning) at
Our Lady of Lourdes Parish 2547 Hebert Road,
West Kelowna, BC. Any inquiries contact
Fraternal Minister Sandra Kavanaugh OFS
250-212-3596. Pax et Bonum

Discerning a VVocation to
Permanent Diaconate?

The Diocese of Nelson is
hosting an online information
session, for Catholic men aged
35 to 60 who are interested in
learning more about being a
deacon. If you feel God is
calling you to become a
permanent deacon, consider attending an Online
Information Session:

6:00 pm — 7:30 pm, Monday, February 12th , 2024.
You are encouraged to attend with your spouse (if
applicable). Register no later than Monday, February
5th, 2024 by emailing rod.attwell@nelsondiocese.org
A link to join the online session will be sent once you
are registered.
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778-581-HELP (4357)

JOHN
3:16

Would you like to see your business advertised in our
bulletin? Cost is $100 per year or $10.00 per month.
Please contact the office.
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