
Pastor: Father Obi Ibekwe 

Associate Pastor: Father Biju Antony 

 

PARISH OFFICE  
Secretary: Pat Robinson 

Office Hours: Tuesday to Thursday,  

10:00 am to 3:00 pm 

Bulletin Announcements by noon on Thursday 

email: wandawirth@telus.net 

 
WEEKEND MASSES 

Easter Vigil Saturday: 8:00 pm  
Easter Sunday: 10:00 am  
 

   WEEKDAY MASSES 
Tuesday – Mass at 6:00 pm 
Wednesday—Mass at 10:00 am 
      Silent Adoration with the Rosary at 
      9:30 am 
Holy Thursday - Mass at 7:00 pm 
Good Friday—Passion of our Lord-12:00 noon 
  

CONFESSIONS 
Saturday - 4:00-5:00 pm or by appointment 
 

CHILDREN’S RELIGIOUS  
EDUCATION 

Noreen Dunn: 250-766-3303 
 

MINISTRY COORDINATORS 
Altar Society: Constance Gregory  
(250) 765-2879 
Benevolent Fund: Bob Sellinger, 250-766-5990 
Greeters and Usherrs: Maxine Joyce   
g.joyce@hotmail.com  
Lectors (Readers): Sue Taylor  
jaytaylor@telus.net 
Eucharistic Ministers: June Bot  
 bot.june@icloud.com 
Music Ministry: Vera Gervais, 250-766-2250 
Outreach: Shelly Twerdochlib, 250-766-0202 
Sacristans: Lily Oddleifson (250) 766-4390 
 

PARISH COMMITTEES 

Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) 

Chair:   

Parish Finance Committee (PFC) 

Chair: Joe Pereira George 
Liturgy Coordinator 
Constance Gregory, 250-765-2879 

Grounds and Building 

Clive Halston, 250-878-4612 
 

PARISH ORGANIZATIONS 
CWL 
Marian Podgornik, 778-480-6444 
St. Edward’s Men’s Association 

Gordon Joyce, (250) 766-8191 

Development & Peace  
George & Karen Willoner, 250-215-5134 
 
 

Pastor’s Message 

Palm Sunday and Holy Week Celebrations 

The prelude of the drama Jesus’ passion begins with Palm Sunday, when we 
celebrate His triumphal entry into Jerusalem. The drama of that day is one 
that changes very quickly - From the people shouting hosanna to crucify 
Him. As we read the passion narrative on Palm Sunday, what really is at 
play is this: that God the Father loves me just the same way He loves His 
only begotten Son, Jesus. And I am worth dying for. Following Palm Sun-
day, we will enter the Sacred Triduum. Holy Thursday, Good Friday, Easter 
Vigil/Easter Sunday. This three-day celebration (Triduum) tells the whole 
story of our celebration. I invite you to come and celebrate with us this most 
beautiful mystery of our faith. Holy Week Highlights 
Holy Thursday 
We celebrate three things: 
1.The institution of the Holy Eucharist 
2.The institution of the Holy Priesthood 
3.Jesus giving us the great commandment of love. This he shows by the 
washing of feet. On this day, after Mass, we keep watch with Jesus. Will 
you not keep watch with me for an hour? 
Good Friday 
We celebrate the Passion of our Lord. The worst day of His life was the day 
when He loved the most. 
Holy Saturday 
The culmination of the drama of Holy Week. If you haven’t attended this 
before, come and experience it this year: the fire of Easter, the renewal of 
baptismal promises, the exsultet. It is the most beautiful celebration of our 
faith life.  
I invite you to come and experience God’s love in these celebrations. Let us 
show Jesus that we love Him. 
On Monday, following Palm Sunday, the whole of our diocese (Laity and 
priests) will gather at the Cathedral in Nelson to celebrate the Chrism Mass. 
The oils we use for Baptism, Confirmation and Anointing of the Sick will 
be blessed during the celebration. On Tuesday during Mass at 6:00 pm, we 
will solemnly present these oils to our community. 
Looking beyond.... Looking to the present. May we all enter in and make 
the Palm Sunday and Holy Week of 2024 the best ever.  
Your brother, Fr. Obi 
 
Collection for the Holy Land 
On Good Friday March 29th, there will be a second collection for the Holy 
Land after communion. This collection helps to maintain the holy places in 
the Holy Land and is important to the faith of Christians everywhere, and 
also to support the faithful who struggle to survive under political and eco-
nomic oppression and persecution.  

God bless you for your generosity and love 

ST. EDWARD’S ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 

11123 Okanagan Centre Road East, Lake Country, BC  V4V 1H3 

Phone 250-766-3146 Fax 250-766-3191 

Website http://www.stedwardsparish.ca  Email  lakecountry@nelsondiocese.org 

 
March 24, 2024 

Passion (Palm) Sunday 
 

“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 

Mark 14.1—15.47 

mailto:wandawirth@telus.net
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PARISHIONERS OFFERINGS 

 
Thank you for your generous support of 

St. Edward Parish 
 
March 17, 2024 - $2,617.68 
Development & Peace—$5,450.85 
 

OFFERINGS FOR ST. EDWARD **NEW** 
ST. EDWARD'S QR CODES ARE HERE!! We only 
have one on the table in the vestibule. These have been 
used in other parishes with GREAT success to enhance 
donations and ease to parish giving. Here’s the general 
process although each device is different. 
 1) With the camera on your phone, place the QR code in 
the center. 
 2) A yellow “Square Link” box will appear, touch that.  
3) It will take you to an ST EDWARD'S  site where you 
can donate. When requested, use “Sunday Collection” as 
the reason for the donation. Follow the prompts (it 
should be relatively simple) and pay with your credit 
card.  
4) When complete, you will get a text or an email to con-
firm your donation. 
 5) NOTE: Because you have to include your name and 
address during the process, you WILL get a tax receipt 
for your donation.  
6) NOTE: This is an encrypted system and has been used 
with success AND privacy in numerous places before 
(including churches).  
Another way you can donate is to use an eTransfer from 
your online banking. All you have to do is create a new 
“payee” (eg. St. Edward  Parish) and use the 
email etransfer.stedwardswinfield@nelsondiocese.org. 
In the message box indicate that you want your donation 
to go to Sunday Collection.  
 

PILGRIMAGE OF FAITH 

Our Pilgrimage of Faith Appeal is now underway in our 
parish for the year 2024 – We are grateful to all those 
who have donated. Every gift is important. Our parish 
goal is $18,050.00.  Remember to fill out your pledge 
card and drop it along with a cheque/cash in the collec-
tion or donate via etransfer to:  
etransfer.pof@nelsondiocese.org or online via Canada 
Helps at Canada Helps:  
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/24360. We have al-
ready received $2,670.00. Thank you so much for your  
generosity. 

 
Prayer Requests 

Claire Schaff, Betty Klinger, Larry and Paula Meade, 
Shirley Breen, Laura Mercer, Georgia Colgan, Jame 
Gregoire 

Mass Intentions 
March 21—Vince & Edna Martin RIP 
March 30—Dave Tutt RIP 
April 13— P.J. O'Looney RIP 
 
 

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 
The schedule for Holy Week at St. Edward’s Parish can 
be found on the last page of this bulletin, on our web-
site at http://www.stedwardsparish.ca and in the Lake 
Country Calendar. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

JOURNEY THROUGH LENT 
As we continue to journey through Lent, I am pleased 
to inform you that the Palm Sunday video of the series 
titled “Journey through Lent” is now available on the 
CCCB website: 

in English: https://www.cccb.ca/lent/ 

 
 

 

 

The Chrism Mass will be lived streamed from the Ca-
thedral of Mary Immaculate on Monday, March 25 at 
7:00 p.m. via this link https://fweb.tv/120323  

 

THE MEN'S ASSOCIATION'S 
MEETING  

The Men’s Association meeting will be 
held on Tuesday, March 26, 2024. You 
are invited to attend Mass at 6 pm be-
fore the meeting. Following Mass, we 
will have supper and our meeting at 7 

pm. Please email Terry Wilson at jeterry@me.com  as 
soon as possible if you plan to attend, so we can order 
the correct number of meals. 

 

NEED A PRIEST? 

If you need a priest  for emergencies or end of life 
call, please call the Catholic Chaplaincy phone at  
250-878-1502. Regular hospital visits can be arranged 
by calling the church office during office hours to  
arrange a time for a priest to visit.  

Anyone who is housebound and would like to receive 
the Eucharist, please inform the office and we will 
arrange to have someone bring it to you. 
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Pastor’s Message 
My take on Holy Week. 
For me, I believe that what is on display this Holy 
Week and at Easter is God’s love for each human be-
ing on the face of the earth. 
Our participation in Holy Week celebrations is our 
way of saying to Jesus: ‘I love you my Jesus, my 
Saviour, my friend. I’ll follow you this Holy Week 
until Easter and all the days of my life.’ May the 
Lord receive the offering of our life that we make 
to Him this week.  
A few days ago, I was reading from Archbishop  
Chaput’s book titled: ‘Things Worth Dying For: 
Thoughts on a Life Worth Living’ “I do not have to 
win the world, even for Christ: I have to save my 
soul. That is what I must always remember....it is not 
our mission to make truth triumph but to testify to it.” 
Another line from the book is very comforting to me: 
“In the mind of Jesus, we - despite ourselves, despite 
our failures, despite the confused creatures we so of-
ten are - are worth dying for ...... we can at least try to 
live and die for others.”  
As you come for Holy Week celebrations or as you 
participate from home, may you always remember 
and even say to yourself: I AM WORTH DYING 
FOR! 
Have a blessed Holy Week, my friends! I look for-
ward to seeing you and celebrating with you. 
Your brother, ~ Fr. Ob 

 

 
RACHEL’S VINYARD SPRING RETREAT 

Rachel’s Vinyard Spring Retreat: Has abortion left 
you feeling empty and alone? Rachel’s Vineyard re-
treats are available for women, men, coouples or any-
one who has struggled with the emotional and spiritu-
al pain of abortion. If you are searching for peace and 

inner healing from an abortion experience, this retreat 

is for you. Register now for our April retreat in Ke- 

lowna. For more information contact Vicki, 250-762- 

2273. 

 

Rachel’s Corner 
“I feel liberated from the secret, the pain and the 
shame. I have also finally been able to connect 
with the children I lost to the abortions. They have 
realness now and I can carry them with me in a 
special way in my everyday life.” Testimonial 
 
Are you tired of carrying the secret of your past 
abortion involvement, which seems to continuously 
judge and condemn you? Join the men and 
women on a Rachel’s Vineyard © Retreat and see 
what life can be like once you are set free from that 
burden.info@rachelsvineyardkelowna.com 

 

 
 

THE SHROUD OF TURIN EXHIBIT 
The Shroud of Turin Exhibit” will be hosted at St. 
Anns's Parish, Penticton, Apr 4 - 7th. Exhibit is 
open 10 am - 9 pm., following morning mass. Fr. 
Andrew Dalton, PhD in Shroud Studies will pre-
sent talks at 10 am, 1 & 7 pm on Thursday & Fri-
day.  Fr Dalton teaches Shroud studies in Rome. 
This is an amazing, inspiring Exhibit. A perfect 
celebration of the Resurrection! Inspiration for 
Divine Mercy Week. Free. Donations appreciated! 



 
St. Edward’s  

Holy Week Schedule 

March 28 - Holy Thursday Mass – 7 pm 

March 29 - Good Friday: Stations of the Cross – 11 am 

March 29 - Good Friday: Divine Mercy – 11:30 am 

March 29 - Good Friday: Passion of our Lord – 12 noon 

                                       Divine Mercy Novena Friday March 29th to Saturday, April 6th in the Church at 3 pm 

(except Good Friday which will be at 11:30 a.m.)  

March 30 - Easter Vigil: - 8 pm 

March 31—Easter Sunday—10:00 am 

Blessing of Easter Bread/Food, Rosaries and Candles, after the 10:00 am Mass. 

Bring your Easter Basket/Bread, Rosaries and Candles and place them in front of the Altar. 

Would you like to see your business advertised in our  bulletin? Cost is $100 per year or $10.00 per month. 
Contact the office. 

JOHN 

       3:16   

Holy Thursday Adoration  

The Triduum (Holy Thursday, Good Friday, Easter Vigil/Easter Sunday) is a wonderful time and we want to take 

time to prepare.  

Permit me to share an aspect of our preparation with you. On Holy Thursday, Jesus enters the Garden of Gethsema-

ne. Laden with sorrow, he asks His disciples: ‘Please stay here and keep watch with me.’ We really want to heed the 

invitation of Jesus to keep watch with Him: to relive this moment of love: God’s love for us and our love for Him.  

I would like to ask the different groups in our parish to participate in keeping watch with Jesus.  

This is the schedule we have come up with.: 

The whole parish: 8.30pm to 9pm 
Music groups (Vera, Reid and Men’s Group), CWL and Sacristans: 9pm to 10pm 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion, Lectors & Ushers: 10pm to 11pm 
Men’s Association and Young Adults: 11pm to Midnight  
 
Thank you so much for your willingness to make this year’s Lent a special one for our parish and for our families.  
 
Blessings, Fr. Biju and Fr. Obi 


