ST. EDWARD’S ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
11123 Okanagan Centre Road East, Lake Country, BC V4V 1H3
Phone 250-766-3146 Fax 250-766-3191
Website http://www.stedwardsparish.ca Email lakecountry@nelsondiocese.org

Pastor: Father Obi Ibekwe
Associate Pastor: Father Biju Antony

PARISH OFFICE
Secretary: Pat Robinson

Office Hours: Tuesday to Thursday,

10:00 am to 3:00 pm

Bulletin Announcements by noon on Thursday
email: wandawirth@telus.net

EASTER MASSES
Easter Vigil—Saturday: 8:00 pm
Easter Sunday: 10:00 am

WEEKDAY MASSES
Tuesday — Mass at 6:00 pm
Thursday - Mass at 10:00 am
followed by Adoration and Benediction
Wednesday and Friday — Mass at 10:00 am
Silent Adoration with the Rosary at
9:30 am

CONFESSIONS
Saturday - 4:00-5:00 pm or by appointment

CHILDREN’S RELIGIOUS
EDUCATION
Noreen Dunn: 250-766-3303

MINISTRY COORDINATORS
Altar Society: Constance Gregory
(250) 765-2879
Benevolent Fund: Bob Sellinger, 250-766-5990
Greeters and Usherrs: Maxine Joyce
g.joyce@hotmail.com
Lectors (Readers): Sue Taylor
javtavlor@telus.net
Eucharistic Ministers: June Bot
bot.june@icloud.com
Music Ministry: Vera Gervais, 250-766-2250
Outreach: Shelly Twerdochlib, 250-766-0202
Sacristans: Lily Oddleifson (250) 766-4390

PARISH COMMITTEES
Parish Pastoral Council (PPC)
Chair:
Parish Finance Committee (PFC)
Chair: Joe Pereira George
Liturgy Coordinator
Constance Gregory, 250-765-2879
Grounds and Building
Clive Halston

PARISH ORGANIZATIONS
CWL
Marian Podgornik, 778-480-6444
St. Edward’s Men’s Association
Gordon Joyce, (250) 766-8191

Development & Peace
George & Karen Willoner, 250-215-5134

Dear Friends in Christ,
Christ is Risen!
Alleluia! Alleluia!!
Happy Easter

nothing is definitively lost.

Thank you for your presence and prayers as we
celebrate the greatest event in history. I espe-
cially extend a warm welcome to anyone who
is visiting with us from other places or from
other Faith backgrounds. As we gather this Easter on the holy ground of our
parish, we celebrate the gift of life that God has blessed each of us with. If
you are with us today but do not worship with us on a regular basis, I wel-
come you home to the Catholic Church and extend an invitation to visit with
one of our priests or staff to answer any questions you may have about our
faith. We are here to serve you, to partner with you and to journey together
as we discover the riches hidden in Christ and the beauty of our faith. We
have a number of people already making the journey through RCIA (Rite of
Christian Initiation for Adults) and would be received in the Church next
year at Easter. Christian Initiation is an ongoing process in our parish. If you
or a loved one would ever like more information about becoming a Catholic,
please free feel to speak with any of our priests or staff.

I pray that you and your loved ones have a blessed Easter! When you come
before the Lord, please pray for me, for the other priests who serve us and
for our staff. Please know that we will pray for you, your loved ones and
your intentions. Jesus is risen! Alleluia! Alleluia!!

March 31, 2024
Easter Sunday

HAPPY EASTER!

“They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they entered, they did not

find the body of Jesus.” - Luke 24:2-3

PASTOR’S MESSAGE FOR EASTER

Permit me to share a little message of Easter with you.

What Difference Can Easter Make For Me?

As I write this piece, I’'m looking through the window of my living room. I
see tulips sprouting, grass green again, things I thought were dead are com-
ing back to life. The song: ‘What a wonderful world’ immediately came to
my mind and is all in my head as I write this. The resurrection of Jesus can
transform the way I live and the way I die and help me to rediscover the
wonder and mystery that life is. The resurrection matters because my past
can be forgiven, my present problems managed and my future secure and

There is an Easter Gift from our pastors to all our parishioners -
a bottle of holy water to be picked up after all the Masses’.

pastor’s message continued on page 2
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pastor’s message continued...

The Past

One of the great news of Easter is that the past can be
forgiven. Have you ever been halfway through a pro-
ject and wished you could start over? A lot of time
people feel that way about life. When you have re-
grets about things you’ve done or said which you are
not proud about, Easter brings us a message of hope:
“He has forgiven all our sins and cancelled our debts.
Jesus has done away with it by nailing it on the
Cross.” Colossians 2:14.

For those who are in Christ Jesus, there is no condem-
nation.

The Present

Sometimes I meet people who say ‘My life is out of
control: schedule, relationships, I just don’t know what
to do.” On our own, we can’t do it. Only the power that
raised Jesus from the dead 2,000 years ago can help us.
As St. Paul says: “I can do all things in Him who
strengthens me.” The future is secure. Because of Jesus
and His resurrection, I know I have a place in my Fa-
ther’s house when I die. I’'m no longer afraid of death.
Maybe you are barely hanging on; you’ve been
discouraged, disappointed, depressed. The pressure and
stress has been building up, and you feel overwhelmed.
Maybe you are not well. Jesus says to you and I this
Easter: “Give it all to me; Let go and let me work in your
life.” At Holy Communion, let us say to Him:

1. Jesus, I want to give you these problems I’'m facing; |
want to give you my life: the good, the bad, the ugly.
Fill me with your hope and your presence and your
power.

2. Jesus, I’m putting my total trust in you. I want to
follow you. Thank you for loving me and dying for

me. Help me to understand it more.

3. Maybe you’ve drifted away. Jesus says to you: “With
deep love, I’ll draw you back.” You can say to Him:
“Lord, I want to get it in gear again. I want to quit
playing Mickey Mouse and put first things first in my
life.”

I look forward to celebrating these holy days with you!
Happy Easter! Your brother, Fr. Obi

PARISHIONERS OFFERINGS
Thank you for your generous support of
St. Edward Parish
March 24, 2024 - 3,016.68
Development & Peace—$1,070.00

PILGRIMAGE OF FAITH
We have already received $2,720.00. Thank
you so much for your generosity. Our parish
goal is $18,050.00.

Anyone who is housebound and would like to receive
the Holy Eucharist, please inform the office and we
will arrange to have someone bring it to you.

Prayer Requests
Claire Schaff, Betty Klinger, Larry and Paula Meade,
Shirley Breen, Laura Mercer, Georgia Colgan

Mass Intentions

April 2- Joan & Vincent Sherry INT
April 4- Alan And Sally Stonehouse INT
April 5- Karen McAdams INT

April 6- Marco Finucci RIP

April 9- Special Intentions

April 13— P.J. O'Looney RIP

Divine Mercy Novena
The Divine Mercy Novena will
be prayed every day from March
29th to Saturday, April 6th in the
Church at 3 pm.
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DEVELOPMENT AND PEACE
. Thank you for giving from the
heart to Share Lent 2024!
L% Development and Peace —

L¥ Caritas Canada thanks you for
y supporting the Reaping our
WS Rights campaign with your Share

F (R [ ent donation. Thanks to your

3.0 | H cenerosity, our parish collected
OUR RISHTS N $6,520.85. (March 17—
$5,450.85, March 24—
$1,070.00). This sum will help
support our sisters and brothers in Africa, Asia, Eastern
Europe, Latin America and the Middle East. If you
have not yet had a chance to give, you can still place
your Share Lent envelope in the offertory or donate
online at devp.org/give. Thank you for continuing to
pray for all those who are working to build a world of
peace and justice.

Share 3~ Development
Lent 232:1M and Peace

A GREAT SYMPHONY OF PRAYER
The CCCB A4d hoc Committee for the Preparation for
the Jubilee 2025 is hosting two series of webinars titled
“A Great Symphony of Prayer” to enable the faithful to
participate meaningfully in the “Year of Prayer” lead-
ing up to the Jubilee, as announced by Pope Francis on
21 January 2024. For more information and to register,
click on the link below.
CCCB OEC: 1 week away! A Great Symphony of
Prayer (April) Webinar Series starts next week!
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WomEN' S SPRING RETREQT

SATURDAY, APRIL 13TH

[Wn?, God' s Ploe

gAM -.4PM

IMMACULATE
CONCEPTION

HOSTED BY THE

KELOWNA CWL
COUNCILS A PARISH

RELINQUISHING OUR OWN PLANS AND
ASPIRATIONS AND ENTRUSTING OURSELVES TO
GOD’S BOUNDLESS COMPASSION AND
PROVIDENCE. ALL CATHOLIC WOMEN WELCOME!

COST sS40
TO REGISTER
EMAIL CHRISTINA.ICC.CWL@GMAIL.COM
OR CALL 250-808-3785

THE SHROUD OF TURIN EXHIBIT
The Shroud of Turin Exhibit” will be hosted at St.
Anns's Parish, Penticton, Apr 4 - 7th. Exhibit is
open 10 am - 9 pm., following morning mass. Fr.
Andrew Dalton, PhD in Shroud Studies will pre-
sent talks at 10 am, 1 & 7 pm on Thursday & Fri-
day. Fr Dalton teaches Shroud studies in Rome.
This is an amazing, inspiring Exhibit. A perfect
celebration of the Resurrection! Inspiration for
Divine Mercy Week. Free. Donations appreciated!

RACHEL’S VINYARD SPRING RETREAT
Rachel’s Vinyard Spring Retreat: Has abortion left
you feeling empty and alone? Rachel’s Vineyard re-
treats are available for women, men, coouples or any-
one who has struggled with the emotional and spiritu-
al pain of abortion. If you are searching for peace and
inner healing from an abortion experience, this retreat
is for you. Register now for our April retreat in Ke-
lowna. For more information contact Vicki, 250-762-
2273.

Rachel’s Corner

“I have told you all this so that you may find peace

in me. In the world you will have hardship, but be

courageous: | have conquered the world.”

- John 16:33

Come on a Rachel’s Vineyard™ Retreat and

celebrate Our Lord’s victory over death which you

can receive directly as you allow Him to conquer

the death you feel inside since your abortion.
info@rachelsvineyardkelowna.com
www.rachelsvineyardkelowna.com

250-762-2273

GUEST SPEAKER

RACHEL
HERBECK

p—

Come to Know God's Heart
Experience the Depth of His Love

Be Strong in the Lord, in the Strength of His Power
Encounter the God of Possibilities

| CAME S0 THAT YOU
‘++ MIGHT HAVE LIFE

NELSON DIOCESE CHARISMATIC

Saint Ann’s Church
1296 Main Street _‘,
Penticton, BC

26 / 27
APRIL 2024

REGISTRATION FRIDAY 5:30 P.M

COORDINATOR: GLADYS MILLER | 250-442-8589
CO-COORDINATOR / BILLETING: BERNADETTE BARRY | 250-809-2524

The Roman Catholic Diocese of Nelson cordially invites
you to the Solemn Mass of Ordination to the Priesthood of
Deacon Ferdinand Bayarong

by
His Excellency, The Most Reverend Gregory J. Bittman
Bishop of Nelson

Location: Cathedral of Mary Immaculate
813 Ward Street, Nelson, BC V1L 1T4

Date: Tuesday, July 16, 2024 at 2:00 p.m.
on the Feast of Our Lady of Mount Carmel

GaNS)

First Mass of Thanksgiving:
Cathedral of Mary Immaculate
July 17, 2024 at 09:30 a.m.

Refreshments to follow the Mass of Ordination and Mass of Thanksgiving



GrievingwithGreat

HGCPE

Good Mourning Ministry

APRIL 11™, 2024 — May 9™, 2024

If the death of a loved one has left you searching for God in your grief, we are here to help.

Grieving with Great Hope is a Christ-centered grief support group with an approach rooted in the traditions
and teachings of the Catholic Church. It uses prayer, scripture, reflection activities, faith sharing and fellowship
to help you find Christ's consolation in your grieving.

Our 2024 Spring Session will run for 5 weeks, each Thursday, 4:00 pm to 5:45 pm from April 11", 2024, to
May 9™, 2024, sessions will be held in the Immaculate Conception Parish Hall.

If Grieving with Great Hope is for you or if you wish to learn more or to register, call ICC parish office
(250.762.3910) or email Tania Tavares: taniastemarietavares(@gmail.com.

**Registration is required to ensure that a participant booklet and seat is available for you. Note: There
are no fees for the sessions, participant booklet or journal.

Q
worldwide .
O marriage * Uncover the secrets to a lasting,
encounter supportive, transformational marriage.
' Even when a marriage is going smoothly, there
= 2 - " are always opportunities to make it work better.
mf 5.,. " . The Marriage Encounter experience is a heart
o W - haven that helps you listen, share and connect
&\ \. DAL - h " more deeply. There isno group discussion . It's
73 B . . : justabout the two of you learning to be the
» live your best ll;est. most loving and thriving couple you can
o g W0 e.
life in love .
April 19 —21, 2024
Virtual Experience
Edmonton based (Mtn Time)
Questions?
Doug & Candice Chappell

{3 JOHN
" Here for Yoé"’ h Y. 3:16

Would you like to see your business advertised in our bulletin? Cost is $100 per year or $10.00 per month.
Contact the office.
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Rite of Christian Initiation
for Adults

Are you, or do you know someone who is search-
ing, who is
asking questions about becoming a Catholic,
about
deepening relationship with Jesus?

Are you a Catholic who has received baptism but
not the
other Sacraments?

Are you from another Church and looking to be
received
into the Catholic?

We look forward to journeying with you in the
RCIA
program.

We would like to hear from you. Please give us a
call at
250 762 2587. Please ask to speak with
Fr. Obi.
You can also email us at
spxkelowna@nelsondiocese.org

HOLY WATER
At the Easter Vigil and Easter Sunday

Masses, we will have bottled holy water
for all our parishioners. If you already have
a container, come and fill it with holy wa-
ter. If you don’t have one, we’ll have a bot-
tle of holy water for your family. By bless-
ing our homes with Holy Water, we invite
Jesus— our Risen Lord—to always be

united with our family.

We implore Him to protect us from days of

crisis when love fails among us.

GRATITUDE

On this Easter celebration, I would like to
thank everyone in our parish for your faith
in Jesus, for your loving and active
participation in our parish and city, for the
many ways you inspire and encourage me
and others.

Thank you.

Thank you to all who worked so hard to
make our Holy Week and Easter
celebrations a meaningful and beautiful
one.

Thanks to ALL for giving your all and for
your kind assistance to me.

To all our parishioners, thank you for the
gifts you have shared, for the flowers, for
making our parish a beautiful place where
Jesus is encountered and loved, where
hearts are warmed and the sick are healed
and restored.

I’m a happy pastor because of you.




YOUNG ADULT
GROUP

' 17 years and older.

~ Meets every Sunday
at 4:00 pm in the

St. Pius X church
hall.

Come join us for
prayers,

games, watch a really
good video on growing in our love for Jesus,
getting to know Him

more and supporting each other as young Cath-
olics. Everyone is welcome! Bring a friend!

méNnE |

FRIDAY NIGHT

FREE ADMISSION
NEW FRIENDS * PRAYER * GAMES & MORE |
Aprli 5, 2024

5:30-5:00y
ST PIUS X Parish Hall

1077 Fuller Ave

&2

& TH ANNUAL CONVENTION

WHEN: 12:30 Friday, May 3rd 2024
WHERE: 14010 Rosedale Ave, Summerland BC
Donations to NDCWL are appreciated

MARRIAGE PREPARATION

Are you getting married in the Cath-
olic Church this spring or summer?

There will be a marriage prep session
at St. Pius X Church starting
on Thursday, April 4th at 6:30 pm.

Please contact Deacon Peter d'Aoust
or Lynn Hale to register and for more
information.
lhaledaoust2012@gmail.com or
phone 250-460-037

EASTER PR
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Thank you for the chance of eterhal |if{(
° /’——N:/\
Heaven|y Father, ' %
Thank you for this beautiful day you 11ave /e/

Thank you for showmg me unconcllhona|rve

desplfe my transgressions &
Thank you for the chance of eternal life

Thank you for loving the world - \v
Thank you for sendlng your son to die for a 5|r}ner ?

o (1
To take away my flaws and make me clean asgf?fj
wool

| pray that you he|p me understand the true

meaning of easter

He|p me love others as you have loved me

He|p me pay forward your |oving-|<indness and

grace upon my life :
Give me the strength to love those who-hate NQ

Let me not pay evil back with evil b

But he|p me forgive others and love them as

have |OV€d me

In Jesus' name | pray, @'m Z

THE GRACEFUL CHAPTER



