
Pastor: Father Obi Ibekwe 

Pastor: Father Biju Antony 

 

PARISH OFFICE  
Secretary: Pat Robinson 

Office Hours: Tuesday to Thursday,  

10:00 am to 3:00 pm 

Bulletin Announcements by noon on Thursday 

email: wandawirth@telus.net 

 
WEEKEND MASSES 

Saturday: 5:00 pm  
Sunday: 10:00 am  

 
   WEEKDAY MASSES 

Tuesday – Mass at 6:00 pm 
Thursday - Mass at 10:00 am 
      followed by Adoration and Benediction 
Wednesday and Friday – Mass at 10:00 am 
      Silent Adoration with the Rosary at 
      9:30 am 
  

CONFESSIONS 
Saturday - 4:00-5:00 pm or by appointment 
 

CHILDREN’S RELIGIOUS  
EDUCATION 

Noreen Dunn: 250-766-3303 
 

MINISTRY COORDINATORS 
Altar Society: Constance Gregory  
(250) 765-2879 
Benevolent Fund: Bob Sellinger, 250-766-5990 
Greeters and Usherrs: Maxine Joyce   
g.joyce@hotmail.com  
Lectors (Readers): Sue Taylor  
jaytaylor@telus.net 
Eucharistic Ministers: June Bot  
 bot.june@icloud.com 
Music Ministry: Vera Gervais, 250-766-2250 
Outreach: Shelly Twerdochlib, 250-766-0202 
Sacristans: Lily Oddleifson (250) 766-4390 
 

PARISH COMMITTEES 

Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) 

Chair:   

Parish Finance Committee (PFC) 

Chair: Joe Pereira George 
Liturgy Coordinator 
Constance Gregory, 250-765-2879 

Grounds and Building 

Clive Halston 
 

PARISH ORGANIZATIONS 
CWL 
Marian Podgornik, 778-480-6444 
St. Edward’s Men’s Association 

Michael Conyette  mconyette@hotmail.com. 
Development & Peace  
George & Karen Willoner, 250-215-5134 
 
 

ST. EDWARD’S ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 

11123 Okanagan Centre Road East, Lake Country, BC  V4V 1H3 

Phone 250-766-3146 Fax 250-766-3191 

Website http://www.stedwardsparish.ca  Email  lakecountry@nelsondiocese.org 

 

May 12, 2024 
Ascension of the Lord 

Mother’s Day 
 

“Go make disciples of all nations, I am with you always, to the end of the age” 
Matthew 28.19, 20 

 PASTOR’S MESSAGE 
Happy Mother’s Day 

It is the desire of God that every mother, every father should be honoured. He 
says to us: “Honour thy father and thy mother, so that your days may be long.” 
In fact, it is the only commandment that has a promise attached to it. 
 Motherhood is a sublime vocation!  
 Every mother, every woman is a gift to humanity. Mothers are co-
creators. They carry life within them and bring this life to the world. I often 
wonder what it is like to carry another life inside of you. I sometimes think of 
child birth – the pain, the grace, the joy, the messiness and the beauty, the cry 
of the baby, the arrival of a new life.  
 As I think of Mother’s Day celebration today, I said to myself: should 
our Mothers be celebrated just today? No, mothers should be celebrated every 
day. Today, however, we celebrate every mother, every grandma, every wom-
an in a special way. We honour them and show them how much we love them 
and how much they mean to us.  
 I would love to share something with you about Mother’s Day celebra-
tion in my family. Everyone in our family bought a gift for our Mother on 
Mother’s Day. As a teenager, I didn’t have much money to buy a big gift for 
Mom. My sisters and brothers were older, they were already working and my 
brothers were in business, so they had some money to buy a big gift for Mom. 
There is a something we call head-tie and wrapper that every woman wears 
for Mass on Sundays or special occasions. It is very special to women. But, I 
couldn’t buy that for my Mom because it was expensive. My brothers and sis-
ters did. My gift to my mom usually was a white handkerchief. That was all I 
could afford. Sometimes I bought her half a dozen, other times one dozen - 
just depended on how much I was able to save.  
 Mom would always dance and dance as we brought our gifts to her and 
we would sing: “O bu onye ga-aza mama nne m o o, o bu onye ga-aza mama 
nne m o o, mama m ife di mma ka m ga-emere gi, aya mma, nne m onye o ga-
adiri mma aya mma” The song translates thus –“Who will I call Mom, my 
mother, who will I call Mom, my mother. Mom, I will do beautiful things for 
you, my mother, may good things come your way.”  
 Back to the gifts. The gifts my siblings bought were not gifts that mom 
could use every day.  
 They were gifts she used only on big occasions. Mine was a simple 
white handkerchief which she used every day. I now think somehow I out-
smarted my siblings because as she used the handkerchief, she must have 
thought about her youngest son – me.  
 But, not only that, there was something more to the white handkerchief: 
though it was not very expensive, it was a LASTING GIFT. Mom used it until 
the next Mother’s Day. The weather was hot and humid and as you can well 
imagine, she had those handkerchiefs on her all the time; to clean sweat as she 
worked on the farm, as she went shopping, as she did chores etc.  

Pastor’s Message continued on Page 2 ... 
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PARISHIONERS OFFERINGS 

 
Thank you for your generous support of 

St. Edward Parish 
 

May 5, 2024 — $3,372.39 
Pope”s Pastoral Works—$570.00 

 
Another way you can donate is to use an eTransfer from 
your online banking. All you have to do is create a new 
“payee” (eg. St. Edward  Parish) and use the 
email etransfer.stedwardswinfield@nelsondiocese.org. 
In the message box indicate that you want your donation 
to go to Sunday Collection.  
 

PILGRIMAGE OF FAITH 
Our Pilgrimage of Faith Appeal is now underway in our 
parish for the year 2024 – Every gift is important. Our 
parish goal is $18,050.00.  Remember to fill out your 
pledge card and drop it along with a cheque/cash in the 
collection or donate via etransfer to:  
etransfer.pof@nelsondiocese.org or online via Canada 
Helps at Canada Helps:  
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/24360. We have al-
ready received $5,085.00. Thank you so much for your  
generosity. 

 
NEED A PRIEST? 

If you need a priest  for emergencies or end of life call, 
please call the Catholic Chaplaincy phone at  
250-878-1502. Regular hospital visits can be arranged 
by calling the church office during office hours to  
arrange a time for a priest to visit.  
 

Prayer Requests 

Claire Schaff, Betty Klinger, Larry and Paula Meade, 
Shirley Breen, Laura Mercer, Georgia Colgan 

 
Mass Intentions 

May 11-P.J. O’Looney RIP 

May 14-Special Intention 

May 16-Catherine Kavenagh RIP 

May 17-Special Intentions 

May 18-Vincent & Joan Sherry INT 

May 21-The Reynolds Family INT 

May 23-The Martin Kavenagh Family INT 

May 24-Michael Clarke RIP 

May 25-Vincent & Joan Sherry INT 

 
Anyone who is housebound and would like to re-
ceive Holy Eucharist, please inform the office and 
we will arrange to have someone bring it to you. 

Hello St. Edward’s family, 

“Family is the sweet fragrance that lingers, even when 
the flowers have withered. In the garden of family, each 
member is a blooming flower, contributing to the overall 
beauty. Flowers may fade, but the love and bonds within 
a family only grow stronger.” 

Dear friends, Fr. Obi and I are trying to make a beautiful 
flower garden in our family. Everyone is most welcome. 
As a family we need the “KOINONIA” Spirit and we 
would like to give everyone a chance to be part of it. 
Everyone is invited to provide outdoor flower plants to 
the “St, Edward’s Flower Garden”.  Those who are inter-
ested in contributing flower plants are asked to bring 
them to the office during office hours (Tuesday to Thurs-
day, 10 am to 3:00 pm). We are looking for resilient 
plants that do not need much care. Some suggestions for 
potted plants might be Petunias, Geraniums, Gazanias, 
Dusty Miller, Marigolds, African Daisies, etc.  

Thank you.      Blessings, Fr. Biju 
 

Pastor’s Message contined ... 
 Today, as I look back, I believe there was something 
more I could have done. Apart from the gift, I should have 
taken some time to let Mom know of those significant mo-
ments in my life when she was there for me. She was al-
ways there, every moment but some moments are more 
significant than others. I should have thanked her for those 
moments, for every moment. 
 Today as we celebrate, I encourage everyone 
(including husbands) to do something. In addition to the 
gifts, it would be wonderful to talk to your Mom personal-
ly about those special moments in your life when you 
knew a Mother’s love – the meals she prepared every day, 
the house she cleaned, the sleepless nights she had think-
ing about you... 
 Give her a call, visit her often. Let us also thank 
those who in a special way have taken care of us. 
 To all our Mothers and to every woman: May God 
bless you. May our Blessed Mother obtain for you special 
graces to be a mother after the heart of our heavenly  
Father. 

Good and gracious God, 
We thank you today for the gift of Motherhood, brought to 

perfection in our holy mother, Mary. 
We ask you to bless all mothers, who show your face to the 
world through their love. We ask you to comfort those who 

bear the pain of losing a child and those for whom  
motherhood is a broken dream. 

Bless with your peace those who mourn the loss of their 
mothers or suffer wounds from a mother’s imperfections. 
Bless all the women who share a mother’s love with those 

who are not their children. 
Give us a spirit of gratitude for those who have been  

mothers to us and help us, the children of their bodies and 
hearts, return the love they have so graciously given. 

Happy Mother’s Day ~ Happy Sunday! 
Your Brother, Fr. Obi 
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EMBRACING GRACE  -  
SURVEY 

Please take a few minutes to complete the survey on the  
EMBRACING GRACE and the Call to Mission. For 
more information and the survey, see the back page of 
this bulletin. 
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 KELOWNA RIGHT TO LIFE  
SOCIETY 

The Kelowna Right to Life Society is 
bringing Dr. Abby Johnson to Ke-
lowna, Saturday May 18th at the ICC 
Parish Hall on Sutherland Avenue. 
Abby is a well-known American pro-

life activist whose compelling story was portrayed in the 
popular movie, Unplanned.  
This is a fundraising, semi-formal gala dinner with all  
proceeds going to pro-life educational efforts in the Cen-
tral Okanagan. For event details and ticket pricing, 
please visit www.prolifekelowna.ca, contact the Society 
at kelownarighttolife@hotmail.com, or call  
250 870-4103. 

LIVE-IN RETREAT 

Live-In Retreat at Seton House 
of Prayer, Kelowna.  
A “Getting to Know Jesus” Re-
treat, June 14th to 16th, 2024. 
The whole purpose of the Live-
In is to lead those who come to 
a deeper personal relationship 
with Jesus Christ. People who 
make the Live-In seem to al-
ways experience “Jesus as 

someone real”. They experience a new peace and deep-
er faith. Many people say that during their Live-In, they 
have received a whole new outlook on life, an under-
standing of God’s love for them, and a new desire to 
pray and read scripture. The program involves a series 
of instructions and slides on the basis of Christian life. 
There are a variety of speakers from all walks of life. It 
is Roman Catholic funded and based. It includes the 
celebration of Reconciliation and the Eucharist.  Come 
and see…………   Brochures and Application Forms 
are available in the vestibule of the church.  For more 
information, call Lily Oddleifson at 250-766-4390. 

JOB OPPORTUNITY 
Payroll and Benefits Coordinator—Kelowna, BC.  For 
the complete job posting ,see our website under bulletin. 
The deadline has been extended to May 17, 2024. 

FAREWELL BRUNCH Sunday May 26th. The Men's 
Association and Catholic Women's League invite you 
to join us for a Farewell Brunch to honor long time 
parishioners, Al and Doreen Skalicky. Join us for a 
delicious meal and community fellowship, as we wish 
the Skalicky's the very best,  as they venture to their 
new home in Calgary. Everyone welcome!       

CANADIAN CHRISTIAN MEDITATION COM-
MUNITY NATIONAL CONFERENCE RETREAT 

 
From Anxiety to Peace 
UBC Vancouver July 5-7, 2024 
In person or Online 
 
The Canadian Christian Meditation Community Confer-
ence Retreat: From Anxiety to Peace will be led by Ben-
edictine Father Laurence Freeman, Spiritual Director of 
the World Community of Christian Meditation, and re-
cipient of the Order of Canada for interfaith dialogue. 
July 5-7, 2024, at UBC Vancouver. Participants can at-
tend in person or online. Register early as in person 
spaces are limited. For more information contact JoAnn 
604-318-3429, Maeve at 
bcccchristianmeditation@gmail.com , 
visit wccm-canada.ca or the Vancouver Archdiocese 
Events Page beholdvancouver.org/events. 

Through a retreat program facilitat-

ed by mental health professionals 

and centered on Jesus Christ, Grief 

to Grace helps those who have en-

dured neglect, physical, emotional, 

sexual, and/or spiritual abuse in their family of origin, 

their community, from spouses/partners, and/or cowork-

ers or supervisors, find healing and journey to whole-

ness.  The next retreat in Canada is May 14 - 18, 

2024  in Kelowna.  For more information please email 

grieftogracekelowna@gmail.com or make a confidential 

PRAYER GROUP 

We’d love to have you come join us! Come and cel-
ebrate our risen Lord. Glory in his Holy name; re-
joice, O hearts that seek the LORD! Psalm 105: 1-3.  
Our needs are great… our GOD is GREATER!!!!!!! 
When: Tuesday evenings from 7:00 – 8:30pm.  
Where: St Pius X Parish. 

For more info please call Piera 2502157100 
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Would you like to see your business advertised in our  bulletin? Cost is $100 per year or $10.00 per month. 
Contact the office. 

JOHN 

       3:16   

 
Dear St. Edwards Parishioners: 
 
On 13 and 14 March, in preparation for Holy Week, St. Edward’s Parish hosted EMBRACING GRACE and the 
Call to Mission. This Parish Lenten Mission included two evening sessions of prayer, song, presentations by Van-
couver-based missionary Jean-Paul de Fleuriot, small-group discussions and the opportunity to attend confession. 
Feedback about the event was consistent: “amazing”, “uplifting”, “reflective”, “empowering”. 
 
This event is an exciting development for the parish. It could mark a new beginning in “creating a dynamic and vi-
brant parish that directly serves the faith needs of that community. We want more people to benefit from these ac-
tivities to bless their life, their family and the life of our parish.” (Father Obi) In order to build on the success of 
Lenten Mission 2024 and to ensure sufficient participation to justify future similar events, the St. Edward’s Mens’ 
Association is undertaking a parishioner-based review of the mission to determine how and if another mission could 
be run. 
 
Presently we are looking for parishioner input through a survey. All parishioners aged five and above are invited 
and encouraged to participate. Survey results will be released in the summer 2024. Decision making about Mission 
2025 will take place in October 2024. 
 
We are asking all parishioners to complete this survey. 
 
All parishioners in every household, should complete this survey. There are three different ways to complete the 
survey: 
 
1. Complete this hard-copy questionnaire and deposit it in the white box located in the church foyer; 
2. Scan the QR code below or the poster in the church foyer and then complete the survey on your mobile  
 device; or 
3. Go to the St. Edward’s website, click on the “Take the Survey Button” and complete the survey 
 (https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/St_Edwards_Lenten_Survey) on your computer or tablet. 
 
Surveys must be completed by the end of May 2024. 
 
Surveys are anonymous, so please do not include your name or any identifying information in any of your respons-
es. There are three sections to the survey. 
 
• If you did attend one or both evenings of the mission, please complete section one and  
 section three of the survey. 
• If you did not attend Lenten Mission 2024 at all, please complete section two and  
 section three of the survey. 
 
If you have any questions about the survey please contact Richard Delaney (613.794.3236 
or R V Delaney@proton.me). Thank you for taking the time to complete this survey! 


