
Administrator: Fr. Dr. Shaiju Kunjuvareed 

 

PARISH OFFICE  
Secretary: Pat Robinson 

Office Hours: Tuesday to Thursday,  

10:00 am to 3:00 pm 

Bulletin Announcements by noon on Thursday 

email: wandawirth@telus.net 

 
 

WEEKEND MASSES 
Saturday: 5:30 pm  
Sunday: 9:00 am  

      
CONFESSIONS 

Saturday - 4:00-5:00 pm or by appointment 
 

CHILDREN’S RELIGIOUS  
EDUCATION 

Noreen Dunn: 250-766-3303 
 

 
MINISTRY COORDINATORS 

Altar Society: Constance Gregory  
(250) 765-2879 
Benevolent Fund: Bob Sellinger 
Greeters and Ushers: Maxine Joyce   
g.joyce@hotmail.com  
Lectors (Readers): Sue Taylor  
jaytaylor@telus.net 
Eucharistic Ministers: June Bot  
 bot.june@icloud.com 
Music Ministry: Vera Gervais, 250-766-2250 
Sacristans: Lily Oddleifson (250) 766-4390 
 

PARISH COMMITTEES 

Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) 
Chair:   
Parish Finance Committee (PFC) 
Chair: Joe Pereira George 
Liturgy Coordinator 
Constance Gregory, 250-765-2879 
Grounds and Building 
Clive Halston 
 

PARISH ORGANIZATIONS 
CWL 
Marian Podgornik, 778-480-6444 
St. Edward’s Men’s Association 

Michael Conyette  mconyette@hotmail.com. 
Development & Peace  
George & Karen Willoner, 250-215-5134 
 
 

ST. EDWARD’S ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 

11123 Okanagan Centre Road East, Lake Country, BC  V4V 1H3 

Phone 250-766-3146 Fax 250-766-3191 

Website http://www.stedwardsparish.ca  Email  lakecountry@nelsondiocese.org 

 

 

 

 

   

 

  

  

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Tuesday – Mass at 6:00 pm 

Wednesday—Rosary at 9:30 am 

         Mass at 10:00 am 

 Thursday - Mass at 10:00 am 

 Friday—Rosary at 9:30 am 

        Mass at 10:00 am 

Please join me to welcome our new priest - Fr. Shaiju. Find below his bio-
data. Thank you. Fr. Obi  

 
BIODATA OF FR. SHAIJU, CMI 

 

FR SHAIJU, a Religious Missionary Priest in the Congregation of the 

Carmelites of Mary Immaculate, hails from the Diocese of Irinjalakkuda 
Kerala, India. His Baptismal name is John and his name in the CMI Con-
gregation is Vineeth John. He is the only son of his Late parents. He has 4 
elder sisters as siblings. After the completion of his Secondary Education, 
Fr Shaiju joined the CMI Congregation in May 1990. He took the First 
Religious Vows on March 19, 1997. He was ordained Priest on December 
29, 2003. He celebrates his Birthday on March 17 and his Feast Day on 
December 14 (Feast of St John of the Cross). 

 

After ordination Fr Shaiju was appointed as Assistant Rector to the Semi-
narians (2004 - 2007). He served an ICSE School as Principal (2007 – 
2013). He also served an Arts and Science College as Vice Principal and 
General Co-ordinator of the Programmes (2014 – 2024). Fr Shaiju has a 
Ph D in Educational Psychology in the area of Personality Development 
of Secondary School Students. He has 3 years’ teaching experience in the 
seminary, 6 years’ teaching experience in the school and 10 years’ teach-
ing experience in the college. Fr Shaiju has published a book titled, 
“EDUTAINMENT : THE SHIFTING DYNAMICS OF HIGHER SEC-
ONDARY EDUCATION”. 

 

Throughout his priestly ministry, Fr Shaiju served the church and the peo-
ple of God as Parish Priest of different parishes in the Mission Diocese of 
CMI Congregation. As a religious missionary priest, Fr Shaiju possesses 
the essential qualities of a good shepherd after the image of Jesus Christ. 
He is committed to serve God and His people relying on the Grace of 
God. Fr Shaiju is always ready to guide the faithful and fulfil their spiritu-
al needs with a true sense of trust in God and sincere love for the people 
of God. Many of his homilies and retreats were well appreciated by the 
faithful. Fr Shaiju maintains a sincere relationship with those entrusted to 
his pastoral care. Drawing inspiration from St Kuriakose Elias Chavara, 
the Funder of the CMI Congregation, Fr Shaiju approaches the interac-
tions with the people of God with positive and creative ways. He is deeply 
passionate and committed to proclaiming the Catholic faith which he cele-
brates every moment of his life. Fr. Shaiju can effectively preach the 
Word of God. He finds happiness in the administration of the Sacraments 
which gives peace and joy to the faithful. Fr. Shaiju is fully convinced of 
his responsibilities as a parish priest (pastor). He is well prepared to dedi-
cate himself entirely to the faithful in his parish, after the example of Je-
sus Christ, his Hero in life. Fr Shaiju strongly believes in Jesus’ proclama-
tion : “ I am the Light of the World” (John 8 :12). 

December 1, 2024 
1st Sunday of Advent 
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PARISHIONERS OFFERINGS 
 

Thank you for your generous support of 
St. Edward Parish 
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November 24, 2024—$2,366.74 

Canadian Home Missions—$1,147.00 

 

You can donate by using an eTransfer from your online 
banking. All you have to do is create a new “payee” (eg. 
St. Edward  Parish) and use the 
email etransfer.stedwardswinfield@nelsondiocese.org. In 
the message box indicate that you want your donation to 
go to Sunday Collection.  

 

PILGRIMAGE OF FAITH 

WE DID IT! We have exceeded our Diocesan Commit-
ment of $18,050.00 for 2024.  Anything over this 
amount, is returned to our parish. We are grateful to all 
those who have donated. You can still donate. During the 
postal disruption, you can make your cheque payable to 
St. Edward Parish and in the memo note that it is for the 
Pilgrimage of Faith. You can drop it in the Sunday col-
lection basket. The parish will transfer the funds to the 
Pilgrimage of Faith. You can also donate via etransfer to: 
etranfer.pof@nelsondiocese.org or 

online via Canada Helps at Canada Helps: https://
www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/24360. We have already 
received $22,915.00 . Thank you so much for your gen-
erosity. 

 

NEED A PRIEST? 

If you need a priest  for emergencies or end of life call, 
please call the Catholic Chaplaincy phone at  

250-878-1502. Regular hospital visits can be arranged 
by calling the church office during office hours to  

arrange a time for a priest to visit.  

 

Anyone who is housebound and would like to receive 
Holy Eucharist, please inform the office and we will 
arrange to have someone bring it to you. 

 

Prayer Requests 

Claire Schaff, Betty Klinger, Larry and Pau-
la Meade, Shirley Breen, Laura Mercer, 
Georgia Colgan, Manuel Matias, Edward 
Schaff, Al & Doreen Skalicky, Edward 
Schaff 

Mass Intentions 

OUR ANNUAL CHRISTMAS  

POTLUCK 

Our annual Christmas Potluck will be held next 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8. Doors open at 4:30 
pm, Happy Hour at 5:00 pm,  Dinner will be 
served at 5:30 pm. The CWL and Men's Associa-
tion will be hosting the Annual Parish Christmas 
Potluck & party! Come welcome our new priest 
Father Shaiju and bid farewell to Father Obi as 
we celebrate Christmas with great food, music, 
and Community Spirit! There will be a turkey/ 
ham dinner served with mashed potatoes and 
gravy. Guests are asked to bring a potluck dish 
(appetizer, salad, vegetable dish, casserole or 
dessert) to share for 4-6 people. (PLEASE DO 
NOT bring a potatoes side dish.) ALL PARISH-
IONERS WISHING TO ATTEND MUST PICK 
UP A FREE TICKET (available after the week-
end masses or from the office) to the event for 
EACH guest attending! This will ensure we have 
enough meats/ potatoes and seating for All!  

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED to distribute 
door prizes, raffle prizes, decorate, etc. If you are 
able to help, please call Jan at 250-766-4357. 

HELP WANTED 

We need  a “snow angel” who would do snow shoveling 
around the front of the Church from December 15th to 
December 22nd.  If you can help out, please contact the 
office. 

POINSETTIAS FOR 
CHRISTMAS DAY 

Those who wish to donate poin-
settias in memory of their depart-
ed loved ones, can bring the 
poinsettias to the church by Sat-
urday, December 21 or Sunday, 
December 22. Envelopes for do-
nations toward the purchase of 

poinsettias will be in the pews.  If it is in memory of 
your loved ones, please write the name of the loved one 
on the envelope.  

November 30 - Kathleen and Sollie Oddleifson RIP 

December 3- Carmela Barbieri RIP 

December 4- Russ Radi RIP 

December 5- Sarah & Eric Spalding RIP 

December 6- Joseph MacLeod RIP 

December 7- Carmela Barbieri RIP 

CALLING ALL VOLUNTEERS!  

Volunteers are needed to help in decorating the 
Church and Hall for our upcoming Christmas party 
and Advent celebrations. Please come to the hall  

December 5th at 1 p.m. Hope to see you there!  
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CATHOLIC EDUCATION PRAYERS OF THE 
FAITHFUL 

For Catholic education: For unity and solidarity within 
our communities and province, we pray to the Lord 

NORTH OKANAGAN DEANERY 2024 ADVENT CONFESSION SCHEDULE 

 

Parish/School Day Date Time 

Immaculata High School Thursday December 12 10:30 am  1:00 pm 

St. Joseph School Monday December 16 10:00 am  12:45 pm 

Our Lady of Lourdes School Wednesday December 18 10:30 am 12:45 pm 

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish Wednesday December 11 4:00 pm 

St. Pius X Parish Monday December 16 5:30 pm 

Corpus Christi Parish Wednesday December 4 6:00 pm 

St. Edward Parish Tuesday December 17 6:00 pm 

St. Charles Garnier Parish Wednesday December 18 5:30 pm 

Immaculate Conception Parish Thursday December 19 3:30 pm 

 

POLISH MASS AND CONFESSIONS 

Fr. Waldemar Karciarz will be visiting Immaculate 
Conception Church in December to celebrate mass and 
hear confession for our Polish Community (in Polish). 

 
SCHEDULE: 

Reconciliations: 

Friday December 13th, 4:00—7:30 

Saturday December 14th, 12:30—3:30 

Mass will be celebrated Sunday December 15th at  

3:00 pm. 

ST. EDWARD’S PARISH 
CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR’S DAY 

 MASS SCHEDULE 
 
Christmas Eve 
   Tuesday, December 24       Mass at 5:00 pm 
                                 Carol singing at 4:30 pm 
Christmas Day 
   Wednesday, December 25  Mass at 9:00 am 
    
New Year’s Eve 
   Tuesday, December 31       Mass at 5:00 pm 
    
New Year’s Day 
   Wednesday, January 1,     Mass at 9:00 am                                                                                   

INTER-FAITH CHRISTMAS CAROL  
SING-A-LONG 

Knights of Columbus present Inter-Faith Christmas 
Carol Sing-a-Long accompanied on the Rogers Organ 
December 17, 2024 at 7pm at Immaculate Concep-
tion Church. Families of all Faiths are welcome. 
Christmas Reception to follow. 

OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE 
Immaculate Conception Church’s Knights of Colum-
bus will be hosting its annual Mass and dinner in hon-
our of Our Lady of Guadalupe on Thursday, December 
12, 2024 at 5:30pm at Immaculate Conception Church. 
Dinner tickets are available for purchase at the ICC 
office or at Loaves & Fishes. 
Early-bird ticket prices are $35 per adult, and chil-
dren under 10 years old are free. A table of 8 will cost 
$240. After December 6th tickets will cost $45. 

Grade 7-12 Kelowna Catholic Youth Group News! 

 

To kick off the Advent Season, we will be meeting 
at St. Pius X Parish for their Christmas Festival and 
Carols from 4:00 to 5:45 pm, December 1st.  This is a 
whole family gathering, and it promises to be another 
great event like last year. No ticket needed to attend. 
Freewill offering will be taken for St. Vincent de Paul 
Society to help bring joy and hope to the poor this 
Christmas! 

 

Upcoming Dates ... 

Sunday, December 8 ~ 6:00 - 8:45 pm ~ Christmas 
Movie Night  ~ ICC Parish Center ~ Last Gathering 
until January. 

 

For more information about these events or to register 
for our Youth Group, go to 
www.kelownacatholicyouthgroup.ca 



Would you like to see your business adver-
tised in our  bulletin? Cost is $100 per year or 
$10.00 per month. Contact the office. 

 

 

JOHN 

            3:16   

 

For News and Announcements from the  

Diocese of Nelson visit: 

https://www.nelsondiocese.org/apps/news 



 

Parish Lenten Mission 

 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ:  

 

As you know, leading up to Easter this year we had a two-evening Lenten Mission. Following the mission 

(which many people referred to as a “retreat”) there was a survey for those who attended and those who did not. 

The purpose of the survey was to determine: 

would there be another Lenten Mission next year 

if so, what would be the format, and 

what would be the theme 

 

I am very pleased to report there will be a Lenten Mission 2025. At this time the exact details have not been de-

cided. Thanks to the many people who completed the survey, however, we do know there will be changes to the 

format. This will mean many who could not attend mission 2024 will be able to make plans to attend mission 

2025. Changes to mission format resulting from survey findings include: 

two weekday evenings, but not consecutive 

earlier in the evening, starting with a light dinner 

special programming for young children 

carpooling arrangements for those traveling from Vernon and Kelowna 

a detailed program will be announced as early as possible 

a hard copy and digital version of the program for parishioners to use as an invitation to friends and family  

 

The mission will take place sometime during the weeks of 31 March and 7 April. Although the theme for the 

mission is yet to be decided, we do know the mission will include: prayer, live music, presentations, scripture 

readings, small and whole group discussions, silent adoration and confessions. We also know the theme will in-

clude materials that celebrate the Year of Christ the King.   

 

A full report on survey findings can be viewed on the St. Edwards website. 

 

A big thank-you to all who provided suggestions about mission theme. Several options for the mission theme are 

being explored. One or two meeting will be convened to finalize the mission program. If you are interested to be 

involved in planning, please email or call Richard Delaney (R_V_Delaney@proton.me / 613.794.3236) no later 

than 15 December. 



Time to fold my Pastor’s Bag - again.  

 
YOU ARE LIVING STONES  
 
By the grace of God, I have spent 18 beautiful months with you. Truly, I have seen the beating of the Holy Spirit in 
many moments we shared and in many of our initiatives. I came to feel myself as one of you.   
 
It is time to leave our beloved St. Edwards Parish. I do so with mixed feelings. We have started some initiatives 
and I was looking forward to seeing them come to fruition. But as a pastor, you have to be prepared to move, to 
continue the journey wherever the Lord is calling.  
 
After my ordination in 2015, I had the joy of serving as an associate pastor here in St. Edwards Parish. You wel-
comed and embraced me. As a baby priest, l learned a lot working with you. The things I have learned have been 
helpful to me in carrying out other responsibilities that the Bishop has entrusted to me. You welcomed me back in 
my second missionary journey here in our parish. As they say: ‘Good things always come to an end.’ It has been 
good serving in the beautiful St. Edwards Parish.  
 
Beyond the building, it is you - the people - the living stones - who make our parish beautiful. Over the course of 
10 years, you have welcomed many priests. In fact, this is like a ministry you are doing for the diocese: welcoming 
priests, training them, creating a family for them - to serve and to thrive.  
 
I will continue to serve at St. Pius X Parish in Kelowna, Chaplain of UBC Okanagan, Rachel’s Vineyard and Re-
newal Ministries in our diocese.  
 
Upon my arrival here: I had one mission - to come and love the people of God. Here, I found love, I found my 
neighbors, I found people who love God and neighbour, and I have learned from you.  
 
The Holy Spirit has ignited a fire among us. Something special has been awakened. We must now keep working 
together to fan that fire into flame.  
 
In our walk together, I learned something of the deeper meaning of sacrifice as I see husbands and wives give of 
themselves to each other in love and service. I can’t forget the man who in his seventies continue to open the doors 
of his car for his wife. The child who said to me: “Fr, I love Jesus more than anything else in this world; I pray 4 
hours a day.” 
 
This year, we had a parish mission which was very successful. With the help of Rick Delaney who volunteered his 
expertise in the area of engagement and survey, we carried out a survey on the parish mission and how we can con-
tinue to use events like that to enrich the faith and lives of our parishioners and community. We have already start-
ed planning for next year. I will pass that on to our new priest. We have also started planning on having a ‘Summit 
for Young Families’ in Lake Country and beyond. This will help to kick start events for children, youth and young 
families. Every parish family continues to grow through faith formation for adults and catechism for children. 
‘Pasta and Purpose Night’ is a program geared towards bringing the young and old to grow in faith, build commu-
nity and evangelize. I have been working on this with Rick. Our new pastor, with your help, will help to bring all 
this forward.  
 
I can’t thank you enough, beloved parishioners for giving me the opportunity and according me the privilege to 
walk alongside you in our journey with the Lord.  
 
Jesus said to  Peter, upon you, Peter (Rock), I WILL build my Church. Peter was the big rock. Notice that Jesus 
says ‘I will.’ It is in the future tense. The Lord knows that there will be other rocks who will carry on the work of 
Peter. The Lord needs each and every one of us. Some of us are like shiny rocks, some are big rocks, some small, 
some smooth, some a little rough because of the burdens we have carried in life. WE ALL MATTER. WE ALL 
COUNT: young or old.  
 
Peter’s mission was entrusted to him because he knew the Lord: ‘You are Christ the Son of the living God.’ Peter 
will eventually feed the lamb as Jesus told him. He evangelized.  
 

Continued on page 2 ….. 
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The world is waiting; the world is hungry - for the real food: Jesus, the Bread of life. As someone once said: “An 
evangelizer is one beggar telling another where to find bread.” 
 
As I end my ministry here, I ask you to accompany me with your prayer that I may do only the will of God in love. 
Who knows: we might see each other again. The world keeps turning.  
 
I don’t want to leave without bidding you farewell and without giving you my heartfelt blessing. I also want to re-
ceive your own blessing. I invite you to our welcome and farewell celebrations for Fr. Shaiju and myself on Decem-
ber 8 during the Parish Christmas party.  
 
Thank you, beloved parishioners, for what you do, each one building in his/her own way the Kingdom of God! One 
heart at a time! You are living stones.  
 
We are so grateful to welcome our new priest Fr. Shaiju. He is a seasoned priest. A man who loves Jesus and loves 
the people of God. He’s got a lot of experience working with young people in schools. He will be a wonderful gift 
to our parish.  
 
Ciao.  
 
Your brother, 
Fr. Obi  


