
Administrator: Fr. Dr. Shaiju Kunjuvareed 

 

PARISH OFFICE  
Secretary: Pat Robinson 

Office Hours: Tuesday to Thursday,  

10:00 am to 3:00 pm 

Bulletin Announcements by noon on Thursday 

email: wandawirth@telus.net 

 
WEEKEND MASSES 

Saturday: 5:30 pm  
Sunday: 9:00 am   

 
CONFESSIONS 

Saturday - 4:45-5:15 pm or by appointment 
 

CHILDREN’S RELIGIOUS  
EDUCATION 

Noreen Dunn: 250-766-3303 
 

 
MINISTRY COORDINATORS 

Altar Society: Constance Gregory  
(250) 765-2879 
Benevolent Fund: Bob Sellinger 
Greeters and Ushers: Maxine Joyce   
g.joyce@hotmail.com  
Lectors (Readers): Sue Taylor  
jaytaylor@telus.net 
Eucharistic Ministers: June Bot  
 bot.june@icloud.com 
Music Ministry: Vera Gervais, 250-766-2250 
Sacristans: Lily Oddleifson (250) 766-4390 

 

PARISH COMMITTEES 

Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) 
Chair:   
Parish Finance Committee (PFC) 
Chair: Joe Pereira George 
Liturgy Coordinator 
Constance Gregory, 250-765-2879 
Grounds and Building 
Clive Halston 
 

PARISH ORGANIZATIONS 
CWL 
Marian Podgornik, 778-480-6444 
St. Edward’s Men’s Association 

Michael Conyette  mconyette@hotmail.com. 
Development & Peace  
George & Karen Willoner, 250-215-5134 

ST. EDWARD’S ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 

11123 Okanagan Centre Road East, Lake Country, BC  V4V 1H3 

Phone 250-766-3146 Fax 250-766-3191 

Website http://www.stedwardsparish.ca  Email  lakecountry@nelsondiocese.org 

 

 

 

 

   

 

  

  
 WEEKDAY MASSES THIS WEEK 

Tuesday – Mass at 10:00 am 

(Rosary with Fr. Shaiju at 9:30 am) 

Wednesday— Mass at 10:00 am 

(Rosary with Fr. Shaiju at 9:30 am) 

 Thursday -  Mass at 10:00 am 

(Rosary with Fr. Shaiju at 9:30 am) 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament  
following the 10:00 am Mass 

Friday - Mass at 10:00 am 

(Rosary with Fr. Shaiju at 9:30 am) 

December 15, 2024 
3rd Sunday of Advent 

 
ZEP 3:14-18A; IS 12:2-6; PHIL 4:4-7; LK3:10-18  

We have arrived at Gaudete Sunday (Gaudete is the Latin word for 

“rejoice”) this Third Week of Advent, and the Scriptures take on a joyful 

tone as we continue our preparations for the feast of our Savior’s birth. 

  

Our Second Reading gives us cause for joy as St Paul reminds us, “The Lord 

is near. Have no anxiety at all….” Then he gives us a prescription for main-

taining this peace: “In everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, 

make your requests known to God. Then the peace of God that surpasses all 

understanding will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.” Paul’s in-

structions for obtaining peace come as an early Christmas gift. They remind 

us that we can and should go to God with all our needs and present them to 

Him along with our thanks. This guidance calls to mind a vital aspect of a 

stewardship way of life: gratitude to God in response to His great love and 

countless gifts to us. 

  

The Gospel passage, from Luke, shows us how to live out this sense of 

thankfulness, making our lives a “Christmas gift” to Christ in joyful re-

sponse to His love for us. When the crowds hear John the Baptist’s message 

that their Savior is coming, they ask him what they should do to prepare. He 

responds, “Whoever has two cloaks should share with the person who has 

none. And whoever has food should do the same.” He tells tax collectors to 

stop collecting more than is prescribed and soldiers, to be satisfied with their 

wages. In other words, he tells them to be good and generous stewards of all 

God’s gifts to them! 

  

As the great feast of Christmas draws near, let us rejoice in Christ’s extrava-

gant love. Let’s avail ourselves of the peace He longs to give us. And let’s 

look carefully at our lives to make sure we are indeed making of them a gift 

fitting for Him. 

 
Catholic Stewardship Consultants  

mailto:wandawirth@telus.net
mailto:jaytaylor@telus.net
mailto:bot.june@icloud.com
mailto:mconyette@hotmail.com
http://www.stedwardsparish.ca
mailto:st.edwards@shaw.ca
https://catholicsteward.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7966b83159749778babff90a2&id=6e8e96296c&e=f493f0a337


PARISHIONERS OFFERINGS 
 

Thank you for your generous support of 
St. Edward Parish 
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December 8, 2024—$2,988.99 

 

You can donate by using an eTransfer from your online 
banking. All you have to do is create a new “payee” (eg. 
St. Edward  Parish) and use the 
email etransfer.stedwardswinfield@nelsondiocese.org. In 
the message box indicate that you want your donation to 
go to Sunday Collection.  

 

PILGRIMAGE OF FAITH 

WE DID IT! We have exceeded our Diocesan Commit-
ment of $18,050.00 for 2024.  Anything over this 
amount, is returned to our parish. We are grateful to all 
those who have donated. You can still donate. During the 
postal disruption, you can make your cheque payable to 
St. Edward Parish and in the memo note that it is for the 
Pilgrimage of Faith. You can drop it in the Sunday col-
lection basket. The parish will transfer the funds to the 
Pilgrimage of Faith. You can also donate via etransfer to: 
etranfers.pof@nelsondiocese.org or 

online via Canada Helps at Canada Helps: https://
www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/24360. We have already 
received $24,725.00 . Thank you so much for your gen-
erosity. 

 

NEED A PRIEST? 

If you need a priest  for emergencies or end of life call, 
please call the Catholic Chaplaincy phone at  

250-878-1502. Regular hospital visits can be arranged 
by calling the church office during office hours to  

arrange a time for a priest to visit.  

 

Anyone who is housebound and would like to receive 
Holy Eucharist, please inform the office and we will 
arrange to have someone bring it to you. 

 

Prayer Requests 

Claire Schaff, Betty Klinger, Larry and Pau-
la Meade, Shirley Breen, Laura Mercer, 
Georgia Colgan, Manuel Matias, Edward 
Schaff, Al & Doreen Skalicky, Edward 
Schaff 

  

UBCO STUDENTS 
All UBCO students, there is mass on campus every 
Monday at 7pm in UNC 316 and small group meetings 
every Thursday at 7pm in UNC 316. The UBCO Catho-
lic club is working to build a faith community on cam-
pus. Come and join to learn more about the Catholic 
faith and to grow in community. All students are wel-
come.  

HELP WANTED 

We need  a “snow angel” who would do snow shoveling 
around the front of the Church from December 15th to 
December 22nd.  If you can help out, please contact the 
office. 

POINSETTIAS FOR CHRISTMAS DAY 

Those who wish to donate 
poinsettias in memory of their 
departed loved ones, can bring 
the poinsettias to the church by 
Saturday, December 21 or Sun-
day, December 22. Envelopes 
for donations toward the pur-
chase of poinsettias will be in 
the pews.  If it is in memory of 
your loved ones, please write 

the name of the loved one on the envelope.  

Mass Intentions 

December 14-Sarah Kennedy INT 

December 17-Doug Sullivan RIP 

December 18-Karen McAdams INT 

December 19-Carmela Barbieri RIP 

December 20-Intentions of the Sullivan family 

December 21-Jane Donahue and deceased family 

FROM THE OFFICE OF THE BISHOP 

Dear Brothers and Sisters 
in Christ, Greetings and 
peace in the Lord! 

I write to let you know that 
I have to deal with a medi-
cal issue that requires my 
immediate and full atten-
tion. 

Our Vicar General, Fr. Sebastian Puthenpura  and our 
Chancellor, Fr. Cerlouie Jimenez will fill in during my 
absence. 

I very much appreciate your prayers at this time, espe-
cially on Dec. 17th & 18th.  I, of course, will hold you in 
prayer during this time too. 

God bless, 

RECONCILIATION AT 
ST. EDWARD’S PARISH 

Advent Reconciliation 
(Confessions) will be held at 
St. Edward’s Parish this 
Tuesday, December 17th at  

6:00 pm. 

Mass on this Tuesday will be at 10:00 am (Rosary with 
Fr. Shaiju will be at 9:30 am). 

mailto:etransfer.stedwardswinfield@nelsondiocese.org
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/24360
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CATHOLIC EDUCATION PRAYERS OF THE 
FAITHFUL 

For Catholic education: That each one of our Catholic 
schools will seek to build Bethlehem in our classrooms 
and our hearts, we pray to the Lord 

NORTH OKANAGAN DEANERY 2024 ADVENT CONFESSION SCHEDULE 

 

Parish/School Day Date Time 

St. Joseph School Monday December 16 10:00 am  12:45 pm 

Our Lady of Lourdes School Wednesday December 18 10:30 am 12:45 pm 

St. Pius X Parish Monday December 16 5:30 pm 

St. Edward Parish Tuesday December 17 6:00 pm 

St. Charles Garnier Parish Wednesday December 18 5:30 pm 

Immaculate Conception Parish Thursday December 19 3:30 pm 

 

 
ST. EDWARD’S PARISH 

CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR’S DAY 
 MASS SCHEDULE 

 
Christmas Eve 
   Tuesday, December 24       Mass at 6:00 pm 
                                 Carol singing at 5:30 pm 
Christmas Day 
   Wednesday, December 25  Mass at 9:00 am 
    
New Year’s Eve 
   Tuesday, December 31       Mass at 5:00 pm 
    
New Year’s Day 
   Wednesday, January 1,     Mass at 9:00 am                                                                                   
 
 
 

INTER-FAITH CHRISTMAS CAROL  
SING-A-LONG 

Knights of Columbus present Inter-Faith Christmas 
Carol Sing-a-Long accompanied on the Rogers Organ 
December 17, 2024 at 7pm at Immaculate Conception 
Church. Families of all Faiths are welcome. Christmas 
Reception to follow. 

 

Diocese of Nelson Perpetual Adora-
tion Chapel 

839 Sutherland Avenue 

Located off the back of Immaculate 
Conception Church; entrance is off 
west alley/driveway. 

 

 

Our Lord Jesus is inviting you to visit Him in the 
Perpetual Adoration Chapel. 
 

Scheduled Volunteer Hours available are: 

Sunday 7 am & 4 pm  |   

Monday 1 am & 2 am  |   

Wednesday 1 am, 2 am, 3 am & 2 pm  |   

Thursday1 am  |   

Friday 12 am  |   

Saturday 2 pm 

 

Spares are always needed. Shared times available! For 
information phone Lorie: 250-448-5633 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
The Mass is the central act of worship in the life of a 
Catholic.  It is about spending time with God, offering 
ourselves to Him, giving Him thanks, and receiving 
His graces and blessings.  We are currently in need of 
more volunteers for the various liturgical ministries.  If 
you are at all interested in joining any of our groups 
and would like more information, we would encourage 
you to contact the individuals below:   

Greeters and Ushers: Maxine Joyce at 
g.joyce@hotmail.com  
Altar Society: Constance Gregory (250) 765-2879 
Lectors (Readers): Sue Taylor jaytaylor@telus.net 
Eucharistic Ministers: June Bot bot.june@icloud.com 
Sacristans:  Lily Oddleifson (250) 766-4390 
 
It is a tremendous blessing and very rewarding to 
serve in this way.  Please prayerfully consider joining 
our teams.  

mailto:g.joyce@hotmail.com
mailto:jaytaylor@telus.net
mailto:bot.june@icloud.com


Would you like to see your business adver-
tised in our  bulletin? Cost is $100 per year or 
$10.00 per month. Contact the office. 

THE FOUR WEEKS OF ADVENT 
 

During the first two weeks of Advent we light the first two pur-
ple candles. The Third Sunday of Advent is called Gaudete 
(Rejoice) Sunday. On this day we celebrate that our waiting for 
the birth of Jesus on Christmas day is almost over. Rose is a 
liturgical color that is used to signify joy, so we light the single 
pink candle on the third Sunday of Advent. Then on the fourth 
Sunday of Advent, the final purple candle is lit to mark the fi-
nal week of prayer and penance as we wait expectantly for the 
soon-coming birth of the King of Kings. 
 

• The 1st Sunday of Advent symbolizes Hope with the 
"Prophet’s Candle" reminding us that Jesus is coming. 
 

• The 2nd Sunday of Advent symbolizes Faith with the 
"Bethlehem Candle" reminding us of Mary and Joseph’s jour-
ney to Bethlehem. 
 

• The 3rd Sunday of Advent symbolizes Joy with the 
"Shepherd’s Candle" reminding us of the Joy the world experi-
enced at the coming birth of Jesus. 
 

•    The 4th Sunday of Advent symbolizes Peace with the 
"Angel’s Candle" reminding us of the message of the angels: 
“Peace on Earth, Good Will Toward Men.” 

 

JOHN 

            3:16   

 

For News and Announcements from the  

Diocese of Nelson visit: 

https://www.nelsondiocese.org/apps/news 

https://www.catholiccompany.com/advent-c1504/


 

 

 

Office of the Chancellor 

 

December 5, 2024 

 

Dear Brother Priests and Lay faithful of our Diocese, 

May the Lord give you Peace! 

 

We’ve been informed recently that the Bishop of our Diocese, The Most Reverend Gregory Bittman, will be under-

going a major surgery on December 18th, 2024 at Vancouver General Hospital. As a Diocesan and Christian com-

munity, we are therefore called to join our voices in praying to the Lord for the successful  completion of his surgery 

and that he may respond to God’s healing will through the skills of surgeons and medical practitioners who will as-

sist in his operation. 

 

Time and again in the pages of the gospels, we see the Lord at prayer or teaching and telling His disciples to pray. 

After the Lord’s ascension, the Blessed Mother and His disciples participated in the great novena that culminated in 

the coming of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost as recorded in the Acts of the Apostles. In praying we participate in 

God’s unfolding will for the world. It is part of His creative plan that we pray for each other, asking Him for graces 

and blessings. As His followers this is our vocation too: to pray to God and to live our lives in conformity with our 

prayers so that we may draw down His blessings upon ourselves and one another.  

 

Because of this particular need and intention, I invite you my dear brothers and sisters in Christ to have a novena of 

prayers to be offered for our Bishop. Starting on December 9th, this year’s date for the solemnity of the Immaculate 

Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary, I ask that the following prayers be said before or after the mass on the 

weekdays and weekend until December 17th (the ninth day). And on December 18th, the day of the Bishop’s sur-

gery, that an hour of adoration be offered and observed in the parishes of our Diocese. 

 

As Christians, we are encouraged to be prayerful persons for by prayer we go to the Father with the Son in the Holy 

Spirit. Through prayer we open our minds and our hearts to His will. We acknowledge our dependence on God, our 

loving Father. Nothing that we need is too insignificant to pray for. Nor is anything too great that God cannot or will 

not grant it if we ask.  

 

Thank you for your consideration of this prayer invitation and may God bless our Diocesan family. 

Sincerely in Jesus and Mary, 

 

Fr. Cerlouie F. Jimenez 

Chancellor of the Diocese of Nelson 



 

Prayer for Bishop Gregory. 

 

Lord Jesus Christ you bore our sufferings and carried our sorrows in order to show us clearly the value of human 

weakness and patience; graciously hear our prayer for the sick especially for your servant and our Bishop Gregory. 

Touch his mind and heart and fill him with the strength of the Holy Spirit. Free him from anxiety, guilt and distress. 

Help him to understand that he is united with you in your sufferings that he may turn to you in faith and love and 

receive your peace, healing and joy for you are Lord, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Our Father... Hail Mary... and Glory be... 

Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, Have Mercy on us. 

Immaculate Heart of Mary, Pray for us. 

Our Lady Help of the sick, Pray for us. 

Saint Joseph, Pray for us. 

Saint Gregory the great, Pray for us. 

 

Let us Pray: 

God of compassion, our human weakness lays claim to your strength. We pray that through the skills of surgeons 

and nurses your healing gifts may be granted to your servant and our bishop Gregory. May your servant and our 

bishop respond to your healing will, expel all afflictions of mind and body; mercifully restore him to full health and 

enable him to resume his duties and be reunited with us at your altar of praise. Grant this through our Lord Jesus 

Christ your Son who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, God forever and ever. Amen. 

 

(Prayers are adapted from the Prayer for the sick in the Novena of Our Mother of Perpetual Help and from 

the Pastoral care of the sick; rites of anointing and viaticum) 


