ST. EDWARD’S ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
11123 Okanagan Centre Road East, Lake Country, BC V4V 1H3

Phone 250-766-3146 Fax 250-766-3191

Website http://www.stedwardsparish.ca Email lakecountry@nelsondiocese.org

Administrator: Fr. Dr. Shaiju Kunjuvareed

PARISH OFFICE
Secretary: Pat Robinson

OFFICE CLOSED THIS WEEK
Bulletin Announcements by noon on Thursday
email: wandawirth@telus.net

WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday: 5:30 pm
Sunday: 9:00 am

CONFESSIONS
Saturday - 4:45-5:15 pm or by appointment

WEEKDAY MASSES THIS WEEK
Monday—Mass at 10:00 am
(Rosary at 9:30 am)
Christmas Eve — Mass at 6:00 pm
Carol Singing at 5:30 pm
Christmas Day— Mass at 9:00 am
Thursday - Mass at 10:00 am
(Rosary at 9:30 am)
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
following the 10:00 am Mass
Friday - Mass at 10:00 am
(Rosary at 9:30 am)
Saturday—Mass at 10:00 am
Dedication to the Blessed Virgin Mary
(Rosary at 9:30 am)

CHILDREN’S RELIGIOUS
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Noreen Dunn: 250-766-3303

MINISTRY COORDINATORS
Altar Society: Constance Gregory
(250) 765-2879
Benevolent Fund: Bob Sellinger
Greeters and Ushers: Maxine Joyce
g.joyce@hotmail.com
Lectors (Readers): Sue Taylor
javtavlor@telus.net
Eucharistic Ministers: June Bot
bot.june@icloud.com
Music Ministry: Vera Gervais, 250-766-2250
Sacristans: Lily Oddleifson (250) 766-4390

PARISH COMMITTEES
Parish Pastoral Council (PPC)
Chair:
Parish Finance Committee (PFC)
Chair: Joe Pereira George
Liturgy Coordinator
Constance Gregory, 250-765-2879
Grounds and Building
Clive Halston

PARISH ORGANIZATIONS
CWL
Marian Podgornik, 778-480-6444
St. Edward’s Men’s Association

Michael Conyette mconyette@hotmail.com.

Development & Peace
George & Karen Willoner, 250-215-5134

December 22, 2024
4th Sunday of Advent
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MI 5:1-4A: PS 80: 2-3, 15-16, 18-19: HEB 10: 5-10; LK 1: 39-45

Our Blessed Mother takes center stage on this fourth Sunday of Advent,
and fittingly so, as we draw near to the celebration of her Son’s birth. Af-
ter our Lord Himself, Mary is our model and guide to a stewardship way
of life.

Today’s Gospel passage from Luke describes Mary’s actions immediately
after her “yes” to the angel Gabriel’s message. “Mary set out and traveled
to the hill country in haste to a town of Judah... and greeted Elizabeth.”
Mary immediately begins to think of others before herself, setting out
quickly to be with her cousin, modeling two of the pillars of stewardship —
Hospitality and Service.

What warmth and humility the Mother of our Savior shows, traveling to
Elizabeth to spend time with her, rejoicing with Elizabeth over her own
incredible pregnancy, and assisting her in a time of need. And what joy
this hospitality and service brings to Elizabeth.

Our Blessed Mother’s example of a stewardship way of life is one that
we, her children, can follow in our own lives today. With all the gifts God
gives us — our time, our talents, our material possessions — we, too, can
offer ourselves to God by using these gifts to serve and glorify Him. In so
doing, we will effectively spread the Good News of the Gospel to the
world around us today.

We will be stewards after our Mother’s own heart.

Catholic Stewardship Consultants
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PARISHIONERS OFFERINGS

Thank you for your generous support of
St. Edward Parish

December 15, 2024—$5,810.54

You can donate by using an eTransfer from your online
banking. All you have to do is create a new “payee” (eg.
St. Edward Parish) and use the

email etransfer.stedwardswinfield@nelsondiocese.org.
In the message box indicate that you want your donation
to go to Sunday Collection.

PILGRIMAGE OF FAITH
WE DID IT! We have exceeded our Diocesan Commit-
ment of $18,050.00 for 2024. Anything over this
amount, is returned to our parish. We are grateful to all
those who have donated. You can still donate. During
the postal disruption, you can make your cheque paya-
ble to St. Edward Parish and in the memo note that it is
for the Pilgrimage of Faith. You can drop it in the Sun-
day collection basket. The parish will transfer the funds
to the Pilgrimage of Faith. You can also donate via
etransfer to: etranfers.pof(@nelsondiocese.org or
online via Canada Helps at Canada Helps: https://
www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/24360. We have already
received $25,825.00 . Thank you so much for your gen-
erosity.

NEED A PRIEST?
If you need a priest for emergencies or end of life call,
please call the Catholic Chaplaincy phone at
250-878-1502. Regular hospital visits can be arranged
by calling the church office during office hours to
arrange a time for a priest to Visit.

Anyone who is housebound and would like to receive
Holy Eucharist, please inform the office and we will
arrange to have someone bring it to you.

Prayer Requests
Claire Schaff, Betty Klinger, Larry and Pau-
la Meade, Shirley Breen, Laura Mercer,
Georgia Colgan, Manuel Matias, Edward
Schaff, Al & Doreen Skalicky

Mass Intentions
December 21-Jane Donahue and deceased family
Members
December 26-Special Intention
December 27-Clare Patterson RIP
December 28-Philippe Bourbonniere RIP
December 31-Special Intention

ST. EDWARD’S PARISH
CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR’S DAY
MASS SCHEDULE

Christmas Eve
Tuesday, December 24  Mass at 6:00 pm
Carol singing at 5:30 pm

Christmas Day
Wednesday, December 25 Mass at 9:00 am

New Year’s Eve
Tuesday, December 31  Mass at 5:00 pm

New Year’s Day
Wednesday, January 1, Mass at 9:00 am
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Dear Friends in Christ,

I write to thank you for the Welcome and Farewell
Celebration you had for Fr. Shaiju and for me.

It was a beautiful celebration filled with joy, laughter,
tears, love, music, good food and fellowship.

Your kind words filled my heart with joy. You filled
my heart with love. Truly, I felt deeply loved by you. I
love you, too. I’'m leaving St. Edwards with a full heart
and fond memories.

Thank you for the gifts of love you gave - from fami-
lies and different groups in the Church. May our dear
Lord bless you abundantly and reward you.

I would like to wish you, Fr. Shaiju and your families
a Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Year. May Je-
sus bless you all.

Thank you for your companionship on the journey!

Your brother,
Fr. Obi

OFFICE CLOSURE

The office will be closed this week. It will re-open on
Tuesday, December 31%,

MINISTRY SCHEDULE

The ministry schedule for the months of January and
February, 2025 are now available on the website and
posted in the entranceway of the church.

CATHOLIC EDUCATION PRAYERS OF THE
FAITHFUL

For Catholic education: That JOY may be manifest in
our every word, action and thought, we pray to the
Lord.

The Star of Christmas
Because of the colorful star-
shaped bracts that are always
around during Christmas time,
this flower is also called the
Christmas Star or Christmas
Flower. The use of this plant in
Christmas decor and celebra-
tions stems back to the 17th century when Franciscan
monks in Mexico started using poinsettia for Christmas
ceremonies. At that time, the legend of the little Pepita

was born, forever linking red and green colors to Christ-

mas.

According to legend, a young Mexican girl named Pep-

ita was on her way to visit the Nativity scene at the
chapel in her small town. It was customary at that time
to honor Jesus by bringing gifts for him to the church.
Pepita didn't have anything to give so on her way to the
church, she picked flowers and weeds from the side of
the road and fashioned them into a bouquet. Upon arri-
val, the girl laid the bouquet at the feet of Jesus, and
suddenly, the weeds burst into brilliant red blooms.
From that day on, the bright red flowers of the poinset-
tia were known as the 'Flores de Noche Buena' or
'Flowers of the Holy Night'.

The Most Popular Christmas Plant

The plant remained relatively unknown until Joel Rob-
erts Poinsett introduced it to the United States. This in-
troduction forever changed the way we see poinsettias
all over the world and now no Christmas is complete
without them. It is the most popular Christmas plant in
the world and is grown globally for our December fes-
tivities.

VIDEOS FOR THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF
ADVENT IN THE “JOURNEY THROUGH
ADVENT” SERIES
The fourth video of the series titled “Journey through

Advent” is now available on the CCCB website:

in English: Journey through Advent - Canadian Con-
ference of Catholic Bishops

Diocese of Nelson Perpetual
Adoration Chapel
839 Sutherland Avenue
Located off the back of Immaculate
Conception Church, entrance is off
west alley/driveway.

Our Lord Jesus is inviting you to visit Him in the
Perpetual Adoration Chapel.

Scheduled Volunteer Hours available are:
Sunday 7 am & 4 pm |

Monday | am & 2 am |

Wednesday 1 am, 2 am, 3 am & 2 pm |

Thursdayl am |
Friday 12 am |

Saturday 2 pm

Spares are always needed. Shared times available! For
information phone Lorie: 250-448-5633
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THE FOUR WEEKS OF ADVENT

During the first two weeks of Advent we light the first two pur-
ple candles. The Third Sunday of Advent is called Gaudete
(Rejoice) Sunday. On this day we celebrate that our waiting for
the birth of Jesus on Christmas day is almost over. Rose is a
liturgical color that is used to signify joy, so we light the single
pink candle on the third Sunday of Advent. Then on the fourth
Sunday of Advent, the final purple candle is lit to mark the fi-
nal week of prayer and penance as we wait expectantly for the
soon-coming birth of the King of Kings.

e The 1st Sunday of Advent symbolizes Hope with the
"Prophet’s Candle" reminding us that Jesus is coming.

e The 2nd Sunday of Advent symbolizes Faith with the
"Bethlehem Candle" reminding us of Mary and Joseph’s jour-
ney to Bethlehem.

e The 3rd Sunday of Advent symbolizes Joy with the
"Shepherd’s Candle" reminding us of the Joy the world experi-
enced at the coming birth of Jesus.

e The 4th Sunday of Advent symbolizes Peace with the
"Angel’s Candle" reminding us of the message of the angels:
“Peace on Earth, Good Will Toward Men.”
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@ Stone Waters Travel

Paving Your Path To The World

We are Anna & Michael Waterston - leaders in the travel industry and fellow
Parishoners looking to help you create your next travel experience.

Call us at 1 (236) 970-5668 or email us at michael@stonewaterstravel.com
www.stonewaterstravel.com

NDCRS

YOUTH JUBILEE 2025
PILGRIMAGE TO ITALY

July 23 - Aug 6, 2025

HIGH SCHOOL
STUDENTS &
YOUNG ADULTS

LIMITED SPACE
AVAILABLE

14 Days - 13 Nights
INCLUDES:

Flights from Kelowna

Transfers to hotel

13 Nights Accommodation

2 Meals per day

Coaches, G

Ist Depo 50 upon registration

2nd Deposit $500 due by Jan 31, 25

NOT INCLUDED:
e Insurance

e Lunches

e Spending Money

e Exchange Rate Increases

Book Now

Emdail: Youthjubilee2025@shaw.ca
More Details to follow

Sponsored by: Nelson Diocese Catholic Renewal Services
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www.livingwellcounsellingservices.ca
laura@livingwellcounsellingservices.ca

778-581-HELP (4357)
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Would you like to see your business adver-
tised in our bulletin? Cost is $100 per year or
$10.00 per month. Contact the office.

For News and Announcements from the
Diocese of Nelson visit:
https://www.nelsondiocese.org/apps/news



https://www.catholiccompany.com/advent-c1504/

