ST. EDWARD’S ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
11123 Okanagan Centre Road East, Lake Country, BC V4V 1H3

Phone 250-766-3146 Fax 250-766-3191

Website http://www.stedwardsparish.ca Email lakecountry@nelsondiocese.org

Administrator: Fr. Dr. Shaiju Kunjuvareed

PARISH OFFICE
Secretary: Pat Robinson
Office Hours: Tuesday to Thursday,
10:00 am to 3:00 pm
Bulletin Announcements by noon on Thursday
email: wandawirth@telus.net

WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday: 5:30 pm
Sunday: 9:00 am

CONFESSIONS
Saturday - 4:45-5:15 pm or by appointment

March 9, 2025

___!__ Ist Sunday of Lent

“ Worship the Lord your God, and serve only
him.”

Luke 4.1-13

WEEKDAY MASSES THIS WEEK
Monday—Mass at 10:00 am
(Rosary at 9:30 am)
Tuesday— Mass at 10:00 am
Tuesday — Mass at 6:00 pm
(Rosary at 5:30 pm)
Wednesday—Mass at 10:00 am
(Rosary at 9:30 am)
Thursday - Mass at 10:00 am
(Rosary at 9:30 am)
Friday—Mass at 10:00 am
(Rosary at 9:30 am)
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
following the 10:00 am Mass
Saturday—Mass at 10:00 am
(Rosary at 9:30 am)
Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help

CHILDREN’S RELIGIOUS
Noreen Dunn: 250-766-3303

MINISTRY COORDINATORS
Altar Society: Constance Gregory
(250) 765-2879
Benevolent Fund: Bob Sellinger
Greeters and Ushers: Maxine Joyce
maxinejoyceS0@gmail.com
Lectors (Readers): Sue Taylor
javtavlor@telus.net
Eucharistic Ministers: June Bot
bot.june@icloud.com
Music Ministry: Vera Gervais, 250-766-2250
Sacristans: Lily Oddleifson (250) 766-4390

PARISH COMMITTEES
Parish Pastoral Council (PPC)
Chair:
Parish Finance Committee (PFC)
Chair: Joe Pereira George
Liturgy Coordinator
Constance Gregory, 250-765-2879
Grounds and Building
Clive Halston

PARISH ORGANIZATIONS
CWL
Marian Podgornik, 778-480-6444
St. Edward’s Men’s Association
Michael Conyette mconyette@hotmail.com.
Development & Peace
George & Karen Willoner, 250-215-5134

St. Edwards Lenten Mission 2025

You are invited to a spiritually enriching experience at our retreat that will
take place at 11123 Okanagan Centre Rd East, in Lake Country. This in-
person event includes two afternoon or two evening sessions. The retreat
takes place on March 31 and April 2. You, your family and friends have
the unique opportunity to reflect, recharge, and connect with others on a
deeper level during the Lenten season. The retreat will feature insightful
talks, group discussions, prayer sessions, music, quiet reflection, silent ad-
oration and confession. Themes include faith, hope and prayer. It’s a per-
fect chance to step back from the busyness of life and focus on your own
personal spiritual journey.

MISSION LEADER

The presenter is Deacon Paul Murphy from Vernon. Deacon Murphy was
ordained to the Permanent Diaconate on June 14, 2004. He has been mar-
ried for 40 years and raised 5 children. Upon Ordination, he was assigned
to the Cathedral Parish in Calgary, and after 7 years of service there,
moved to the Okanagan where he has served as Deacon in Parishes of
Vernon, Coldstream, Armstrong, Enderby, and Kamloops since 2011. Paul
provides deacon training throughout Canada and the USA.

The retreat is free of charge, but registration is required. Reserve your
spot early to avoid disappointment, as space is limited to first come - first
serve. There are afternoon (2:00PM) and evening (5:30PM) sessions on
both days. You are invited to register you and your family or friends for
either afternoon or evening sessions but not both.

REGISTER NOW on the parish website (stedwardsparish.ca).

Simply scroll down to “Lenten Mission 2025, select your session and fol-
low the links. Follow instructions to email attendee names to complete the
registration.

If you are not able to register online, please call Richard Delaney at 613-
794-3236.

PS: Can’t join in person? Connect to evening livestream through the parish
website.
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PARISHIONERS OFFERINGS

Thank you for your generous support of
St. Edward Parish

March 2, 2025—$2,699.39

You can donate by using an eTransfer from your online
banking. All you have to do is create a new payee” (eg.
St. Edward Parish) and use the

email etransfer.stedwardswinfield@nelsondiocese.org.
In the message box indicate that you want your dona-
tion to go to Sunday Collection.

PILGRIMAGE OF FAITH
Our Pilgrimage of Faith Appeal is now underway in
our parish for the year 2025 — Every gift is im-
portant. Our parish goal is $19,350.00. Remember to
fill out your pledge card and drop it along with a
cheque/cash in the collection or donate via etransfer
to: etransfers.pof(@nelsondiocese.org or
online via Canada Helps at Canada Helps: https://
www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/24360.

If anyone would like Father to come to your home
to pray, to receive the Sacrament of the Sick, to
receive the Holy Eucharist or just to visit, please
inform the office and they will arrange to have
Father Shaiju visit you.

NEED A PRIEST?
If you need a priest for emergencies or end of life call,
please call the Catholic Chaplaincy phone at
250-878-1502. Regular hospital visits can be arranged
by calling the church office during office hours to
arrange a time for a priest to visit.

Prayer Requests
"Claire Schaff, Betty Klinger, Larry and Paula Meade,
Shirley Breen, Laura Mercer, Georgia Colgan, Manuel
Matias, Edward Schaff, Bishop Gregory Bittman, Fa-
ther Jim Ratcliffe, Marcel Gregory, Patrick Greaney,
Fern Granger, Norman Tutt, Lia Nova

Mass Intentions
March 8- P.J. O'Looney RIP
March 13- Mitchell Martyna RIP
March 14-Giuseppe Rizza RIP
March 15- Mary Martyna RIP
March 17- Don Wirth INT
March 18-Marianne Uzelman & family INT
March 19-Don Wirth INT
March 20-Cam-May He Rest In Peace
March 21-Giuseppe Rizza RIP
March 22-Marcel Gregory INT

IMPORTANT DEVOTIONS IN THE
SEASON OF LENT
1. Recitation of the short prayer to the Most
Holy Redeemer — ‘Soul of Christ, sanctify me
........ > after the Holy Communion during Holy
Mass on weekdays
2. Way of the Cross on every Friday at 06:30 pm
3. Adoration and Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament
on every Friday after the Holy Mass at 10.00 am,
instead of Adoration and Benediction on Thursdays
4. Practice of Special Devotion to Our Lady of Perpetual
Help every Saturday after the Holy Mass at 10.00 am

STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Will be held every Friday evening throughout Lent at
6:30 pm. Soup and a bun will be served after the
stations of the cross in the hall.

JOURNEY THROUGH LENT
As we journey through Lent 2025, I am pleased to inform
you that the First Sunday of Lent video of the series
titled “Journey through Lent” is now available on the
CCCB website:
in English: https://www.cccb.ca/lent/
in French: https://www.cecc.ca/careme/

World Day of Prayer
Saturday, March 15th at 10 am will be held at Corpus
Christi Parish, 750 Rutland Road North, A reception will
follow in the church hall. All parishes are welcome.

“1 Made You Wonderful”
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
_ Catechism classes for students, who
‘ 1 attend public school, are for grades
4 1 to 7 so they can have a faith foun-
| dation. Completion of 1 year of clas-

‘ part of the program for grades 1 to 6
,«\ before being confirmed. To register
3n 2 and more information contact

Cat;hism Noreen Dunn 250-766-3303 or

ternor(@shaw.ca
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ST. PATRICK’S DAY

CONCERT, LUNCHEON AND BAKE SALE
Saturday, March 22, 2025, from 12 noon to 2:00 pm
in St. Edward’s Parish Hall. Featuring a light lunch,
bake sale, raffles and live Celtic music and singing
by Ceol na hEireann. Proceeds to support Seton
House of Prayer. Sponsored by the St. Edward’s
CWL. Everyone Welcome!

FATHER WAYNE PFLIGER’S 50
ANNIVERSARY OF ORDINATION
Join in the celebration of Fr. Wayne
Pfliger’s 50 Anniversary of Ordination
on May 9, 2025 at Immaculate Concep-
tion Parish.

Mass will be at 5:00 p.m. with dinner to follow in the
parish hall at 6:00 p.m.

Tickets are $35/person and are available at the Ke-
lowna area parishes and from Loaves and Fishes.

UPcOMING DINNER/DANCES
@ ICC PARISH CENTRE
SPRING/EASTER DINNER/DANCE
Friday April 25th 2025
Deors open @ 600 (refreshments)
Dinner @ 6:30 | Dancing from 7:30

Music by Vic's Dance Band

Tickets are 340 per person and are available at
Loaves & Fishes — 591 Lawrence Ave | 250-865.8933

CATHOLIC EDUCATION PRAYERS OF THE
FAITHFUL

For Catholic Education: That the leaders of our Catho-
lic schools may be encouraged and comforted in the
love of God, we pray to the Lord

Development
and Peace

CARITAS CANADA

Turn Debt into Hope - sign the petition!!

Next Sunday, March 16, you will be invited to sign
the global Turn Debt into Hope campaign petition that
calls for an end to unjust debt. With inequalities wid-
ening as rich countries continue enriching themselves
by exploiting the resources of the poorest countries,
we respond to Pope Francis’s call: “In the spirit of this
Jubilee Year, I urge the international community to
work towards forgiving foreign debt in recognition of
the ecological debt existing between the North and the
South of this world. This is an appeal for solidarity,
but above all for justice.” (Message for the World
Day of Peace, January 1, 2025) Help us reach the Ca-
nadian goal of 100,000 signatures, which will feed
into the global goal of 10 million signatures. Sign the
petition in the vestibule or at devp.org/debt. Thank
you for your solidarity!

STEUBENVILLE NW YOUTH CONFERENCE
Spokane, Washington -- July 9-13, 2024

If you are a Catholic student currently in grade 8 to 12
and are from one of the Catholic parishes in Kelowna,
W. Kelowna or Lake Country, we invite you to apply
for this sacrament-soaked weekend! This youth confer-
ence is filled with talks, small group discussions, lively
worship music, the Sacrament of Reconciliation, Eu-
charistic Adoration, and Mass to help us see the im-
portance of our relationship with the Lord.

Trip cost: $695.00 (additional funding may be availa-
ble - please contact your parish office.) Cost includes
bus ride from ICC Kelowna, four nights’ accommoda-
tion, all conference activities, 11 meals, travel medical
insurance and entry into Silverwood Theme

Park. Space is limited!

Complete these three application steps by April 4:

1) INTERESTED? Email David Z FIRST at
snw.kelowna@gmail.com with ‘I’m Interested’ in the
subject line so that he can watch for the following:

2) Parish Commitment Form signed by teen’s parish
priest

3) School-Based Character Reference

For more information about the conference and applica-
tion process, go to
www.kelownacatholicyouthgroup.ca.

! Through a 5 day program facilitated by
g%g mental health professionals and cen-
[ o tered on Jesus Christ, Griefto Grace
,j&ﬁff helps those who have endured neglect,
physical, emotional, sexual, and/or
spiritual abuse in their family of origin, their communi-
ty, from spouses/partners, and/or coworkers or supervi-
sors, find healing and journey to wholeness. The next
program in Canada is May 20- 25 in Kelowna. For
more information please

email grieftogracekelowna@gmail.com or make a confi-
dential call to 250-808-6403.
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THREE YEARS OF WAR IN UKRAINE
A Call for Prayer and Peace
24 February, 2025, Ottawa—On the third anniversary of
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, the 2024 Canadian Pastoral
Letter on Ukraine, Canada, and the Church remains an im-
portant resource for guidance and reflection. It highlights the
role of faith communities in promoting peace and justice, and
encourages them to continue their support for those affected
by the war.
We remember in a special way the lives lost, those countless
people who have been displaced, and those suffering in
Ukraine and beyond. During this time of reflection, we en-
courage everyone to pray for an end to violence and for the
restoration of peace and dignity for all people.
May our prayers provide strength and hope to everyone af-
fected by conflict in our communities and around the world.
For more information, click

In English

>

@ Stone Waters Travel

Paving Your Path To The World

We are Anna & Michael Waterston - leaders in the travel industry and fellow
Parishoners looking to help you create your next travel experience.

Callus at 1 (236) 970-5668 or email us at michael@stonewaterstravel.com
www.stonewaterstravel.com

www.livingwellcounsellingse
lavra@livingwellcounsellings

778-581-HELP (43! ;/)

Rachel’s Corner
“As a man, | was all dry inside, | knew what I had done but
I didn’t feel much of anything as I didn’t truly understand
what I had done to my child as well as to my family. Now I
am filled with love for my daughter. I feel like I have been
renewed inside, strengthened and empowered by God,
through God and for God. The man He always wanted me to
be.” Testimonial
Join the men and women on a Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat.
They want to help you be free of the burden you are carry-
ing inside. Why not give it a chance?
info@rachelsvineyardkelowna.com
www.rachelsvineyardkelowna.com
f Rachel’s Vineyard Kelowna
250-762-2273
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NORTH OKANAGAN DEANERY
2025 LENTEN CONFESSION SCHEDULE

Parish/School Day Date Time
Immaculata High School | Tues | Mar 11 10:30 am-
1:30 pm
St. Joseph School Wed | Apr2 10:30 am-
12:30 pm
Our Lady of Lourdes Fri Apr 11 10:30 am-
School 11:30 am
12:45 pm-
1:30 pm
Our Lady of Lourdes Tues | Apr8 4:00 pm
St. Pius X Parish Mon | Apr7 5:30 pm
Corpus Christi Parish Wed | Mar 12 6:00 pm
St. Edward Parish Tues | Apr1 5:00 pm
St. Charles Garnier Wed | Apr9 5:00 pm
ICC Parish Thurs | Aprl0 3:30 pm
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$t. Patrick's Day Bash with Singers and Dancers
Saturday, March 15, °
Doors open 12 noon, Lunch 1 pm
~ St. Edward's Parish Hall, Lake Country
Non/members $35, Members $30, under 12/ $20
Order Tickets from e-transfer
okanaganirishsociety@gmail.com
Please use security question “what does the I in
OIS ‘Etand for”
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For Immediate Release

Exciting future ahead for Our Lady of Lourdes

School expanding to offer Grade 8 in the fall

Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Elementary School is embarking on a re-
markable journey. Starting September 2025, students in West Kelowna
will have the opportunity to continue their Catholic education all the

way through to Grade 8.

This fall, the school will expand its programming to include Grade 8,
providing a seamless transition from early learning to high school.

“This is an incredible milestone for Our Lady of Lourdes,” said
School Principal Kathryn Grootjes. “By adding Grade 8, we are
strengthening the spiritual and academic foundation we pro-
vide to our students, ensuring they continue to grow in faith and

knowledge as they prepare to step into their high school years.” OurLady of Lourdes is expanding

Students will be able to transition di-
rectly from Our Lady of Lourdes to high
school.

to offer Grade 8 in the fall.

Students now have the opportunity to complete their
middle school years at OLOL before transitioning to high school,
providing greater continuity in education, fostering ongoing rela-
tionships, and setting a strong foundation for success.

"We are so excited for our students, staff, and families,” said
Grootjes. “This expansion means that students will be able to con-
tinue in the Catholic educational system, staying within a commu-
nity where they are known, loved, and supported in their faith.”

Superintendent Pamela Guilbault shared her enthusiasm,
noting the importance of offering Grade 8 at Our Lady of
Lourdes. “This change allows us to offer parents the peace
of mind knowing that their children are not only receiving
excellent education, but they are growing in their faith every day.
It is a privilege to walk with them on this important part of their
journey.”

With this exciting step forward, Our Lady of Lourdes is preparing
to equip students for success in high school and beyond, all while
remaining rooted in the values of faith, community, and excellence
that have long defined the school.



“The future is incredibly bright for students, staff, and families at Our Lady of Lourdes. This new
initiative ensures we keep the Our Lady of Lourdes family together, while continuing to offer the
strong, faith-based education our families have come to expect,” said Acting Principal Chad Sheehan.

“For | know the plans | have for you,” declares the Lord,
“plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you a hope and a future.”

Jeremiah 29:11

For more information, please contact:
Meagan MacEachern
Communications Consultant, CISND
mmaceachern@cisnd.ca
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Office of the Bishop

6 March 2025

Dear Reverend Fathers,

This year, the year of the Jubilee, we are invited to join the global Catholic campaign led by Caritas
Internationalis to “Turn Debt into Hope.” Asin the biblical jubilee, we encourage activities to restore hope for

people living in countries burdened by unjust and insurmountable debt.

Development & Peace — Caritas Canada (D&P) is part of the effort to address the root causes of poverty,
oppression, and inequality by working with partners in the Global South and by mobilizing Canadians in the
common struggle for justice and dignity.

| want to inform you that as of September 16, 2024, Raphael Freston is the new animator for Development &
Peace in the Diocese of Nelson. Raphael is responsible for assisting the executive of the Nelson Diocese D&P

council in its local affairs and at its meetings. He also promotes D&P in our local parishes.

The Diocese of Nelson has always been a strong supporter of D&P for its good work in advocacy and support
for the Global South. Our parishioners have a long-standing commitment to D&P through our annual Share
Lent campaign.

| encourage you to invite and welcome Raphael and the Nelson Diocese team and/or local representatives to

your parish to learn more and please support their initiatives in whatever way you can.

| also encourage you and your parishioners to attend the forthcoming workshop on “Turn Debt into Hope” to
be held on Saturday, 8t of March, at Corpus Christi Parish. Don’t forget to support and promote D&P including
their fundraising effort on Solidarity Sunday.

With prayers and best wishes for a fruitful and blessed Lent.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

=
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X Gregory J Bittman
Bishop of Nelson

3665 Benvoulin Road, Kelowna, BC Canada V1IW 4M7 | tel 250-448-2725 | nelsondiocese.org



