ST. EDWARD’S ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
11123 Okanagan Centre Road East, Lake Country, BC V4V 1H3
Phone 250-766-3146 Fax 250-766-3191
Website http://www.stedwardsparish.ca Email lakecountry@nelsondiocese.org

Pastor: Fr. Dr. Shaiju Kunjuvareed

PARISH OFFICE
Secretary: Pat Robinson
Office Hours: Tuesday to Thursday,
10:00 am to 3:00 pm
Bulletin Announcements by noon on
Thursday email: wandawirth@telus.net

WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday: 5:00 pm
Sunday: 9:00 am

CONFESSIONS
Saturday- 4:00-4:45 pm or by appointment

FIRST SUNDAY
OF ADVENT

November 30, 2025

WEEKDAY MASSES THIS WEEK

Monday—Mass at 10:00 am
(Rosary at 9:30 am)

Tuesday — Mass at 6:00 pm
(Rosary at 5:30 pm)

Wednesday—Mass at 10:00 am
(Rosary at 9:30 am)

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help
following mass

Thursday—Mass at 10:00 am
(Rosary at 9:30 am)

Friday—Mass at 10:00 am
(Rosary at 9:30 am)

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament following

the 10:00 am Mass

CHILDREN’S RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Noreen Dunn: 250-766-3303

MINISTRY COORDINATORS
Altar Society: Constance Gregory
(250) 765-2879
Benevolent Fund: Parish Office
Greeters and Ushers: Maxine Joyce
maxinejoyce5S0@gmail.com
Lectors (Readers): Sue Taylor
jaytayvlor@telus.net
Eucharistic Ministers: June Bot
bot.june@icloud.com
Music Ministry: Vera Gervais,
250-766-2250
Sacristans: Lily Oddleifson (250) 766-4390

PARISH COMMITTEES
Parish Pastoral Council (PPC)
Chair:
Parish Finance Committee (PFC)
Chair: Joe Pereira George
Liturgy Coordinator:
Constance Gregory, 250-765-2879
Grounds and Building: Clive Halston

PARISH ORGANIZATIONS
CWL- Marian Podgornik, 778-480-6444
St. Edward’s Men’s Association-
President: Vincent Sherry
vandjsherry@gmail.com
Vice President: Richard Delaney
R_V_Delaney@proton.me
Development & Peace-
George & Karen Willoner, 250-215-5134

LET US BEGIN THE SEASON OF ADVENT

The Advent season is a period of devout expectation and preparation for the
coming of Jesus Christ, both in our hearts and in this world. It is a time for
reflection on the themes of hope, peace, joy, and love, which are
represented by the candles of the Advent wreath.

Advent is a season of joy and hope for all who follow Jesus. It is a time to
renew our life in Christ and to thank God for saving us in Jesus. Advent is a
season for asking God to save all people and for praying for peace in the
world. We are invited to prepare our hearts for the coming of the Lord. We
strive to die to sin and selfishness and to obey the Father’s will; we also set
out to love God each day by loving and serving others. This is the way in
which Jesus wants us to make a place for him in our hearts as we await his
coming. Let us pray :

“Lord Jesus, come into our hearts with your love, with your joy, your hope,
and your peace. Help us to reflect your love for all by loving and serving all
we meet. Lord Jesus, come into our lives, and share your gifts with all
people. Amen!”

CONGRATULATIONS AND PRAYERFUL WISHES
TO NEW MEMBERS OF COMMITTEES / MINISTRY

Parish Council : Don Keating (Member)
Finance Committee : Gordon Joyce (Member)
Men’s Association :

President : Vincent Sherry

Vice President : Richard Delaney

Eucharistic Minister : Maureen Schmaltz

A BIG THANK YOU TO JUNE BOT
for Her Valuable and Selfless Services to the Parish as the Member in the
Parish Council and Finance Committee

May God Bless You All!
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PARISHIONERS OFFERINGS

Thank you for your generous support of
St. Edward Parish

November 23, 2025—%$2,662.62

'You can donate by using an eTransfer from your
online banking. All you have to do is create a new
payee” (eg. St. Edward Parish) and use the

email etransfer.stedwardswinfield(@nelsondiocese.org
In the message box indicate that you want your dona-
tion to go to Sunday Collection.

PILGRIMAGE OF FAITH
The Pilgrimage of Faith Appeal is now underway in
our parish for the year 2025. Every gift is im-
portant. Our parish goal is $19,350.00. We have al-
ready received $16,710.00. Thank you so much! Re-
member to fill out your pledge card and drop it
along with a cheque/cash in the collection or donate
via e-transfer to: etransfers.pof@nelsondiocese.org
and in the message box indicate that you want your
donation to go the Pilgrimage of Faith or donate
online via Canada Helps: https://
www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/24360.

NEED A PRIEST?

If you need a priest for emergencies or end of life
call, please call the Catholic Chaplaincy phone at
250-878-1502. Regular hospital visits can be ar-
ranged by calling the church office during office
hours to arrange a time for a priest to Visit.

If anyone would like Father to come to your home
to pray, to receive the Sacrament of the Sick, to
receive the Holy Eucharist or just to visit, please
inform the office and they will arrange to have
Father Shaiju visit you.

Prayer Requests
Norman Tutt, Pat Greaney, Manuel
. Matias, Bishop Bittman

Mass Intentions
November 26- Karen McAdams INT
November 27- Pat & Kathy Greaney INT
November 28- Joan Montgomery INT
November 29-Vicente Potutan RIP
December 3- Thomas Kayani RIP
December 6- Bishop Gregory Bittman INT

“May the souls of the faithful departed,
through the mercy of God, rest in peace.
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord.”

ST. EDWARD’S PARISH BRUNCH
St. Edward’s Parish Brunch will be held today, Sunday,
November 30th after the 9:00 a.m.
Mass. Please join us for ham &
eggs, tomatoes, hash browns, cof-
fee, juice, waftles, fruit and fellow-
ship! Cost is $10.00 for 12 years
and over, $5.00 for 6-11 years. Free
for 5 years and under. $30.00 per
family with children up to 18 years
old.

REGISTER FAMILY AND FRIENDS
ST. EDWARD’S ANNUAL
CHRISTMAS POTLUCK
Sunday, December 7th, 2025 — 5:00 PM.
Thank you so much for waiting!
Registration for family and friends is now
open. Please ask them to use https://is.gd/PD1Wd0 to
register. You should let them know your table and seat
number and to click on “Reserve a Spot” and then “Buy
on Map”. That way they can get a seat at or close to your
table. Also please let them know we are conducting this
detailed registration to manage numbers, to ensure com-
pliance with fire code regulations, registration is there-
fore required to attend. Questions about registration can
be directed to Rick Delaney (R_V_ Delaney@proton.me
or 613.794.3236)

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FROM THE
PARISH OFFICE

I. There is a Position Vacant in the Parish Activities.
There is a Position Vacant as Building and Grounds
Maintenance Contractor. Please go through the
Newsletter of this Weekend and interested candi-
dates, please submit your Resume and a Cover letter
either to our Parish Priest or at the Parish Office as
early as possible.

I1. The Meeting of the Religious Education
Coordinator, Catechism students and teachers, will
be held on Sunday, November 30, after the Mass and
Brunch in the Parish Hall. The agenda of the meeting
will be The Preparations for the Presentation

of the Nativity Scene before the Christmas Evening
Mass during the Carol Singing (on December 24, at
04.30 pm).

UBCO STUDENTS
For all UBCO students, there is mass on campus every
Monday at 7 pm in UNC 316 and small group meet-
ings every Thursday at 7 pm in UNC 316. The UBCO
Catholic club is working to build a faith community
on campus. Come and join to learn more about the
Catholic faith and to grow in community. All students
are welcome.
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To the Pastor and Parishioners of St.
Edward’s Parish,

Dear friends,

I write to thank you for taking the time out of
life’s busy schedule to celebrate with me at my
10th priestly anniversary celebration.

Your presence, prayers, good wishes, love and
kindness mean a lot to me.

May our dear Lord bless you all and may faith,
love for God and neighbour continue to grow in
your parish.

With prayerful best wishes as you work together,
Pastor and beloved people of God, in advancing
God’s work in the parish and in the community.

Yours in Christ,
Fr. Obi

Gr. 8-12 Kelowna Catholic
M Youth Group News
@H / Join us next Sunday, December
——crovr 7 for our Christmas Wrap Up
from 6:30-8:30 pm at the ICC Parish Cen-
ter! Doors open at 6:15 pm for snacks and
games!
New to Youth Group? You can register and sign

up for events at:
www.kelownacatholicyouthgroup.ca

NIGERIAN IGBO MASS
Fr. Maurice Okolie and Fr. Obi will be celebrating
a Nigerian Igbo Mass on Sunday, December 7" at
3:00 pm, followed by fellowship and a reception in
the GOLD Room in the Parish Hall.

CATHOLIC MOUNTAIN STAR
The Catholic Mountain Star is now accepting any news,
photos and articles for publication for the coming win-
ter issue: Deadline January 20, 2026. Please send pho-
tos, news and articles
to: Catholicmountainstar@nelsondiocese.org

JOURNEY THROUGH ADVENT
The CCCB is pleased to announce that the Journey
through Advent video series, which includes reflections
on the readings for each Sunday in Advent, will be
available from today, Monday, 24 November 2025. It is
a joint project between three CCCB offices (the Office
national de liturgie, the National Liturgy Office, and the
Office for Evangelization and Catechesis).
This year’s spiritual reflections are delivered by the
Most Reverend Guy Desrochers, C.Ss.R., Archbishop of
Moncton (in French), and the Most Reverend Wayne
Lawrence Lobsinger, Auxiliary Bishop of Hamilton (in
English); we are grateful to them.
The videos are available on the CCCB Website
In English: https://www.cccb.ca/evangelization-
catechesis-catholic-education/video-resources/journey-
through-advent/
In French: https://www.cecc.ca/evangelisation-catechese
-et-education/ressources-video/cheminer-ensemble-
durant-lavent/
The links to the videos, in English and French, will be
released on the CCCB website and will be sent to you
each Monday for the upcoming Sunday celebration. We
invite you to post them on your diocesan/eparchial web-
sites and share them broadly with pastors and those who
work in diocesan and pastoral offices.
For further information, please contact Mrs. Margaret
Shea-Lawrence at m.shea-lawrence(@cccb.ca

BIRTHDAY WISHES FOR
BISHOP EMERITUS

- EUGENE COONEY

W Bishop Emeritus Eugene Cooney

was the Bishop of the Diocese of
2  Nelson from 1996 until he retired

¢ in 2007. He now resides in Cal-

gary. He will be celebrating his

94th birthday on December 20th. Please join us in

wishing him a happy birthday by signing the card in

the entranceway of the church. Thank you.

ADVENT EVENING OF INSPIRATION
Music, Recollection and Prayer
Preparing for Christmas - Prepare the Way for Jesus.

The Office of Evangelization invites you to an evening
to prepare our hearts and families this Advent to wel-
come Jesus in a special way this Christmas, Jubilee
2025. 2 hour session comprising of one Talk, Testimony,
Music, Adoration and commissioning.

. 6pm: Talk on ‘Rediscovering Jesus this Advent,
His love and the Call to Discipleship

. 6.45pm: Break

. 6.50pm: Testimony

. 7pm: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
(Adoration, Quiet time to hear the call of Jesus,
music)

. 7.40pm: Participants will be equipped, commis-

sioned and sent out into the community as
missionary disciples to share Christ’s love in the
world this Advent, Christmas and always,
beginning with our family and in our work places.

Venue: Immaculate Conception Church
Date: December 5, 2025

Time: 6pm

Everyone is welcome. Free Admission.
Fraternally, Fr. Obi
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PEOPLE OF FAITH PRAYER GROUP
Come, now is the time to worship! Anytime is the right
time to worship, and we’d love for you to join us on
Tuesday, December 2, 6:30-8:00 p.m. at St. Pius X Parish
(Fuller Road side entrance). Come to worship. Come to
pray. Come to praise. Just come. The People of Faith
Prayer Group meets on the 1st, 3rd and 5th Tuesday of
each month. For more information, please contact Piera at
250-215-7100.

t SCAMS ARE ACTIVE AGAIN
Please do not respond to any email from
Father Shaiju requesting a favor; this is
a scam. Father Shaiju would NEVER
email any parishioner requesting help.

NORTH OKANAGAN DEANERY
2025 ADVENT CONFESSION SCHEDULE

>

@ Stone Waters Travel

Paving Your Path To The World

We are Anna & Michael Waterston - leaders in the travel industry and fellow
Parishoners looking to help you create your next travel experience.

Call us at 1 (236) 970-5668 or email us at michael@stonewaterstravel.com
www.stonewaterstravel.com

395

toreline Drive, |

ke Countryy B.C.ovs — il

www.livingwellcounsellingse
lavra@livingwellcounsellingservices, ¢z

778-581-HELP (4357)

OKANAGAN IRISH SOCIETY CHRISTMAS
LUNCHEON 2025
Holiday Park Resort,
415 Commonwealth Rd, Kelowna.
!e)ké' ~ November 30th 12:00 PM - 4:00 PM.
7 é\i“’ic‘lgets: $35 for OIS Members, $40 for Non-Member:

Ticalie Irish dancers & Ceol na hEireann,

F a Holiday Prize Draw and more!

\ Tickets can be purchased via E-Transfer to

Parish/School Day | Date Time
OLOL School Tues | Dec2 10:00 am %
Immaculata High School | Wed | Dec 3 10:30 am Sp‘;,'ngfie[d

1:00 pm ' J ’
Corpus Christi Parish Wed | Dec3 6:00 pm - gaLL = 3
Our Lady of Lourdes Wed | Dec 10 3:30 pm He re fO r YO'B }_ l ‘ . ’
St. Pius X Parish Mon |Dec15 |[5:00pm : o "
St. Joseph School Tues | Dec 16 10:30 am .

12:30 pm
St. Francis of Assisi Tues | Dec 16 5:30 pm
St. Charles Garnier Wed | Dec 17 5:00 pm
ICC Parish Thurs | Dec 18 3:00 pm J OHN
St. Edward Parish Fri Dec 19 4:30 pm

3:16

© $10 for Children Age 10 and Under. N

TiraMiSue Delights

Handmade with Love

Contact Susan Borg at 416-571-8892 to order

Would you like to see your business adver-
tised in our bulletin? Cost is $100 per year or
$10.00 per month. Contact the office.
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Office of the Bishop

November 26, 2025

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Forgive my long absence in communicating with you, but there have been a few setbacks
over the weeks.

| am happy to report that | have one, possibly two, interventions left, starting this Friday.
If all goes well, | should be on my way to recovery. If not, there will be another bridge to
cross, with God’s help.

Thank you for all your prayers and good wishes. They have assisted me greatly. | still count
on them in the days ahead.

May God bless you all for your kindness.

Sincerely yours in Christ Jesus our Lord,

/:_\?__’____, —

"M Gregory J Bittman
Bishop of Nelson

3665 Benvoulin Road, Kelowna, BC Canada ViW 4M7 | tel 250-448-2725 | nelsondiocese.org



Roman Catholic Diocese of Nelson

Office of the Vicar General

November 20, 2025

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Jesus Christ,

In the absence of Bishop Gregory, | have been asked to write this Advent letter on his behalf.
Lately Bishop Gregory has been improving considerably; and we must continue to pray for his
speedy and complete recovery. The Holy Seasons of Advent and Christmas are seasons of graces
and blessings from God.

When one thinks of the season of Advent, it is always helpful to remember the words of Jesus
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may
not perish but may have eternal life.” (John 3.16) At Christmas what we are celebrating is God’s
love for us in the person of Jesus, who humbled Himself to become one like us in all things but
sin. Great saints have taught us that He became like us so that we can become like Him. What
is so beautiful about this love God has for us is that it began long before we were born, long
before we came into existence. Billions of years ago in fact!

In His letter to the Ephesians St. Paul says, “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, just as he
chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love.
He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ...” (Ephesians 1.3-5a) Just
imagine, how precious we are in the eyes of God! He thought of you and me as his own beloved
in his sight. Pope Benedict XVI captures this truth beautifully in his homily during the Mass of his
Inauguration. He said that each one of us is the result of a THOUGHT by God. Each one of us is
WILLED, each one of us is LOVED, each one of us is NECESSARY (emphasis added).

So, in a sense, one can say that Advent is a time to reflect on God’s unfathomable love for every
one of us. Just think of the dignity He has endowed to everyone who believes in Jesus and lives
in Him. God thought about us before the earth came to be; He created us in His own image and
likeness; He sent His only Son to save us from our slavery to sin and death. No wonder Pope Leo
the Great said “Christian, remember your dignity!” In short, this God given dignity is yours and
mine if we are true disciples of Jesus Christ: believing and living in Him, walking in the light of
Faith, sustained by the graces that He gives us through the Sacraments.



November 20, 2025
Advent 2025 Letter

Now where does this journey of faith take us? Both St. Paul and St. John give us clear answers to
this question. In his letter to the Ephesians St. Paul says “So then you are no longer strangers or
aliens, but you are citizens with the saints and also members of the household of God.”
(Ephesians 2.19) Moreover, St. John in his first letter says this: “See what love the father has
given us, that we should be called children of God........ Beloved, we are God’s children now; what
we will be has not been revealed. But what we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be
like him, for we will see him as he is.” (1 John 3. 1a-2)

Dear brothers and sisters, may this coming seasons of Advent and Christmas be for us a time to
reflect on our lives, to renew our love for God and our faith in Jesus Christ. Let us ponder on our
God given dignity and our final destiny to be citizens of Heaven.

| wish you zll a Merry Christmas, and a Happy New Year of 2026!!

God Bless,

(MM T | WA PAARL I 7

Very Rev. Sebastian Puthenpufa
Vicar General



BUILDING & GROUNDS MAINTENANCE CONTRACTOR
St. Edward’s Catholic Church

11123 Okanagan Centre Road East, Lake Country, BC
Part-Time Contract (Approx. 26 hours/month)

Compensation: $22/hour

About St. Edward’s Catholic Church

St. Edward’s Parish is part of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Nelson, serving the Lake Country community
through worship, faith formation, and stewardship. The parish is seeking a reliable and skilled individual to
maintain the cleanliness, safety, and upkeep of our buildings and grounds.

Position Summary

The Building & Grounds Maintenance Contractor ensures that parish facilities and grounds are maintained in
a clean, safe, and serviceable condition. This role involves routine maintenance, repair, and coordination of
seasonal and emergency tasks with the Parish Priest and Finance Committee.

Key Responsibilities

e Perform minor repairs to buildings, fixtures, maintain irrigation system and other equipment.

e Effect emergency repairs to utilities and vandalism-related damage.

e Supervise and coordinate external contractors when required.

¢ Inspect and ensure operation of HVAC, fire protection, refrigeration, and security systems.

e Complete weekly and monthly checklists of all the equipment and perform monthly alarm testing.

e Schedule and perform preventive maintenance of all the equipment.

e Submit budget requests at year end when requested by the office

¢ Maintain lawns, flower beds, shrubs, fencing, and gates under the direction of the parish
Liturgy committee.

¢ Clean gutters and downspouts on a seasonal basis.

e Sweep parking lots, clear snow and ice, apply anti-slip materials, and pressure-wash walkways.

¢ Set up and take down seasonal decorations and safety barriers.

¢ Arrange volunteer yard clean-ups and snow removal contracts.

* Purchase and restock supplies; ensure waste and recycling are managed properly.

* Provide direction to parish staff, volunteers, and facility users regarding proper facility use and cleanup
standards.

e Submit a monthly maintenance report detailing completed work and any required repairs or materials.

¢ Follow parish Workplace Safety Policy and report unsafe conditions immediately.

Continued on page 2
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Qualifications

* Experience in building and grounds maintenance, facility management, or general repairs.

* Basic knowledge of electrical, plumbing, HVAC, and carpentry work.

¢ Ability to work independently and prioritize tasks efficiently.

¢ Strong communication and recordkeeping skills.

¢ Physically able to perform manual labor and outdoor work in varying weather conditions.

e Commitment to maintaining confidentiality and upholding the values of the Roman Catholic

Diocese of Nelson.

How to Apply

Please submit your résumé and a brief cover letter to:

Parish Priest, St. Edward’s Catholic Church

11123 Okanagan Centre Road East, Lake Country, BC V4V 1H3

Email: LakeCountry@nelsondiocese.org



