ST. EDWARD’S ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

11123 Okanagan Centre Road East, Lake Country, BC V4V 1H3

Phone 250-766-3146 Fax 250-766-3191

Website http://www.stedwardsparish.ca Email lakecountry@nelsondiocese.org

Pastor: Fr. Dr. Shaiju Kunjuvareed

PARISH OFFICE
Secretary: Pat Robinson
Office Hours: Tuesday to Thursday,
10:00 am to 3:00 pm
Bulletin Announcements by noon on
Thursday email: wandawirth@telus.net

WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday: 5:00 pm
Sunday: 9:00 am

CONFESSIONS
Saturday- 4:00-4:45 pm or by appointment

WEEKDAY MASSES THIS WEEK

Monday—NO 10:00 AM MASS
Tuesday — Mass at 6:00 pm

(Rosary at 5:30 pm)
Christmas Eve—Mass at 5:00 pm
(Nativity Pageant & Carol Singing at 4:30 pm)
Christmas Day—Mass at 9:00 am
(Carol Singing at 8:30 am)
Friday—Mass at 10:00 am

(Rosary at 9:30 am)
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament following
the 10:00 am Mass
Saturday-Mass at 9:30 am

(No Rosary)

CHILDREN’S RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Noreen Dunn: 250-766-3303

MINISTRY COORDINATORS
Altar Society: Constance Gregory
(250) 765-2879
Benevolent Fund: Parish Office
Greeters and Ushers: Maxine Joyce
maxinejoyce5S0@gmail.com
Lectors (Readers): Sue Taylor
jaytavlor@telus.net
Eucharistic Ministers: June Bot
bot.june@icloud.com
Music Ministry: Vera Gervais,
250-766-2250
Sacristans: Lily Oddleifson (250) 766-4390

PARISH COMMITTEES
Parish Pastoral Council (PPC)
Chair:
Parish Finance Committee (PFC)
Chair: Joe Pereira George
Liturgy Coordinator:
Constance Gregory, 250-765-2879
Grounds and Building: Clive Halston

PARISH ORGANIZATIONS
CWL- Marian Podgornik, 778-480-6444
St. Edward’s Men’s Association-
President: Vincent Sherry
vandjsherry@gmail.com
Vice President: Richard Delaney
R_V_Delaney@proton.me
Development & Peace-
George & Karen Willoner, 250-215-5134
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December 21, 2025

IS 7:10-14, 10: PS 24:1-6:ROM 1:1-7: MT 1:18-24

As our Advent preparations draw to a close and Christmas fast ap-
proaches, it is fitting that today’s readings demonstrate the intensity of
the Father’s perfect and passionate love for each of us, culminating in
the gift of His own Son, Jesus Christ, on Christmas Day.

In response to such an overwhelming gift, what can we do except offer
our lives as gift in return, embracing a stewardship way of life with all
the love and strength we have to give?

In our Gospel passage from Matthew, we find an unparalleled example
of one who embraced this way of life in St. Joseph, as he obeys God’s
call to him through the message of an angel.

We never hear St. Joseph speak, but the Scriptures tell us he was al-
ways listening, attentive to the leading of the Holy Spirit for his fami-
ly. It was Joseph who found the stable where the baby Jesus would be
born. No doubt it was Joseph who cleaned it up and prepared it for
Mary and Jesus since we know that Mary was about to give birth. Jo-
seph protected the family, guarded them, and tended to their safety,
their comfort, and their well-being at the expense of his own plans and
preferences. Though we do not hear any words from St. Joseph his ac-
tions clearly show that he offered himself, his whole life, as a gift to
his family through his strong guidance, protection, and service.

Let us imitate St. Joseph, then, as good stewards, giving our very lives
to those around us in love and gratitude to God, who has given us eve-
rything we have, especially His own Son, Jesus Christ.

©Catholic Stewardship Consultants
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PARISHIONERS OFFERINGS

WITH SYMPATHY

The parish extends our deepest
sympathy to the Barry and Lorraine
Coyle on the death of their son, Kevin
Coyle who passed away on December
11th in Moncton, New Brunswick.

) There will be a Memorial Mass at 12:00 noon for Kevin
You can donate by using an eTransfer from your on Monday, December 22, 2025, here at St. Edward’s

online banking. All you have to do is create a new Church. May he rest in peace in the eternal light of God.
payee” (eg. St. Edward Parish) and use the

email etransfer.stedwardswinfield@nelsondiocese.org

Thank you for your generous support of
St. Edward Parish

December 14, 2025—$2,945.37

In the message box indicate that you want your dona- ST. EDWARD PARISH

tion to go to Sunday Collection. CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR’S MASS SCHEDULE
- December 24 - 4:30 pm

PILGRIMAGE OF FAITH Nativity Pageant &
WE DID IT! We have exceeded our Diocesan Carol Singing
Commitment of $19,350.00 for 2025. We have
already received $24,150.00 . Thank you so much
for your generosity! Anything over our diocesan

commitment is returned to our parish. We are SO
grateful to all those who have donated! You can still Carol Singing  7/December 25 - 8:30,am %«
donate, just make your cheque payable to St. Edward ‘ fﬂ o m al

Parish and in the memo note that it is for the Pilgrim- r
age of Faith. You can drop it in the Sunday collection Solemnity of - December 31 - 5:00 pm
basket. The parish will transfer the funds to the Pil- Holy Mother Of God -January1l  -9:00 am
grimage of Faith. You can also donate via etransfer

Christmas Masses - December 24 - 5:00 pm
- December 25 - 9:00 am

to: etranfer.pof(@nelsondiocese.org or
online via Canada Helps at Canada Helps: https://

www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/24360. DONATION ENVELOPES FOR 2026
The donation envelopes for 2026 are available for pick
NEED A PRIEST? up in the vestibule of the church. They are in alphabetic

If you need a priest for emergencies or end of life order. Please pick up yours.

call, please call the Catholic Chaplaincy phone at
250-878-1502. Regular hospital visits can be ar-

ranged by calling the church office during office IMPORTANT INFORMATION FROM THE
hours to arrange a time for a priest to Vvisit. PARISH OFFICE
There are 2 Positions Vacant in our Parish.

If anyone would like Father to come to your home
to pray, to receive the Sacrament of the Sick, to
receive the Holy Eucharist or just to visit, please
inform the office and they will arrange to have
Father Shaiju visit you.

There is a Position Vacant as Building and Grounds
Maintenance Contractor. Please go through the
bulletin of this weekend to see the details.

There is also a vacancy for the housekeeping position.

Prayer Requests Interested candidates, please submit your Resume and
Norman Tutt, Pat Greaney, Manuel a Cover letter either to our Parish Priest or at the
Matias, Bishop Bittman Parish Office as early as possible.

Mass Intentions

December 20-Fr. Albert Zigmond RIP
December 22-Memorial Mass for Kevin Coyle
December 23-Marianne Gross RIP

December 26-Manuel & Maria Matias INT
December 27- Philippe Bourbonniere RIP
December 29-Pat & Kathy Greaney INT
December 30-Vincent & Joan Sherry INT
December 31-Ethna & Norman Tutt INT

t SCAMS ARE ACTIVE AGAIN

Please do not respond to any email from
Father Shaiju requesting a favor; this is a
scam. Father Shaiju would NEVER
email any parishioner requesting help.
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Are you looking to...
Deepen your relationship with God?

Be a better husband?

Become a more loving father?

Build friendships with other like-minded men?
And seek to be the best man you can bev

TVIY

THAT MAN IS YOU!

That Man Is You is an interactive men’s program fo-
cused on the development of male leadership in the
modern world. It combines the best research from sci-
ence with the teachings of the Catholic faith and the
wisdom of the saints to develop the vision of authentic
men capable of transforming themselves, their fami-
lies, and the greater society.

Starting January 21, TMIY will meet for semester 2
on Wednesday mornings, 6:30 am — 7:30 am in the
Immaculate Conception Parish Center (Use EAST
Entrance). Light continental breakfast items availa-
ble. Come check it out, and if you feel it is a good fit,
we have a suggested donation of $25.00 (or whatever
you can afford) for the semester to help cover materi-
als and breakfast items.

For more information about the program, check out
the Paradisus Dei Website, and to save your spot,
please email the TMIY Core Team.

Sponsored by the Knights of Columbus.

DIOCESE OF VICTORIA PASTORAL CARE
TRAINING WINTER 2026
“God calls us to touch the lives of our aging, lonely,
ill, palliative and dying sisters and brothers with

accompaniment, kindness and compassion as the hands

and face of Christ. In these sessions, you learn basic

tools necessary to accompany those who are in need of

the healing ministry of Christ.”

— Most Reverend Gary Gordon, Bishop of Victoria
The valuable and free Pastoral Care Outreach Training
series will be offered online this winter. The training is
open to spouse caregivers, family members who care
for their loved ones, clergy and religious, care aides
and others in the health industry, and anyone who is
personally drawn to learn basic tools

necessary to accompany those who are in need of the
healing ministry of Christ. Nine sessions will be held
via Zoom on Saturday mornings from 9:30 — noon,
starting on January 24 and running until March 28,

2026 (with no session on March 7). Missed session can

be made-up, and a Certificate of Completion is provid-
ed to those who complete all nine sessions. Partici-

pants will require a phone number and email address, a

computer, tablet or smart phone with speakers, micro-
phone and webcam, a reliable Internet connection, and
access to Zoom. Please register through your parish by
January 13, 2026. For further information, please
email moiraking@shaw.ca

Christmas Iestival cad
Carols at Seton House

Prayer, Silent retreat as you
experience the beauty of Seton
ouse, Scripture, Solo »

e
30pm Wusicians: Patty Curan,
Viytas Sinkevicius, Tony
Seka, Marie Clarke and
Vietnamese choir:

Sat Dec 6th 2-3:
Sun Declidth 2:3:30pm
Sun Dec 21st 2-3:30pm

Iree Admission ® Porations accepted

JOURNEY THROUGH ADVENT

As we approach the fourth Sunday of Advent, I am
pleased to inform you that the fourth video of the series
titled “Journey through Advent” is now available on the
CCCB website:

In English : https://www.cccb.ca/evangelization-
catechesis-catholic-education/video-resources/journey-
through-advent/

In French : https://www.cecc.ca/evangelisation-
catechese-et-education/ressources-video/cheminer-
ensemble-durant-lavent/

CATHOLIC MOUNTAIN STAR
The Catholic Mountain Star is now accepting any news,
photos and articles for publication for the coming winter
issue: Deadline January 20, 2026. Please send photos,
news and articles
to: Catholicmountainstar(@nelsondiocese.org

SIMBANG GABI

Gl Simbang Gabi will be celebrated
S ot Corpus Christi Parish,

(G2 750 Routland Rd,
December 15 - 23 at 7:00 pm.
Everyone is welcome! Simbang Gabi is a devotional,
nine-day series of Masses attended by Filipino Catho-
lics in anticipation of Christmas.
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PRAY FOR US!

The Alpha course is coming back to Immaculata in Febru-
ary. The most important element of Alpha is prayer, and that
includes our community. We ask that you pray for the par-
ticipants, for the leaders, and the course itself. A great initia-
tive from Alpha Canada invites us to pray for all our high
school students: https://wearemadeforthis.com/ We ask that
you choose Immaculata as one of the High Schools. You can
repeat the process and pray for as many High Schools in
Canada that you choose. There is power in prayer, and our
new generation needs this!

>

@ Stone Waters Travel

Paving Your Path To The World

We are Anna & Michael Waterston - leaders in the travel industry and fellow
Parishoners looking to help you create your next travel experience.

Callus at 1 (236) 970-5668 or email us at mich
www.stonewaterstravel.com

erstravel.com

Young AduITs of ’rhe Dlocese of Nelson

World Youth Day 2027 is from
July 27", 2027 - August 11", 2027

in Seoul, Korea
*Dates include both Days in the Diocese and WYD

Join Pope Leo XIV and hundreds of thousands of
young Catholics (18 - 35 years old) from around the world
for the World Youth Day Pilgrimage!

Participants will grow in their faith and their appreciation
for the power and presence of Jesus in the Church today.

Priest Chaplain: Fr. Ferdinand Bayarong “Take coUlGIEIEN

| have overcome

the world.”
(John 16:33)

For more information, please contact:
Deacon Rod Attwell
rod.attwell@nelsondiocese.org

JOHN
3:16

TiraMiSue Delights

Handmade with Love

Contact Susan Borg at 416-571-8892 to order

Would you like to see your business adver-
tised in our bulletin? Cost is $100 per year or
$10.00 per month. Contact the office.




Roman Catholic Diocese of Nelson

Office of the Vicar General

December 18, 2025

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ

Sinceour Bishop Gregory is still in hospital continuing his recovery, once again| have been asked to write these
few lines on his behalf.

As you know, our OrdinaryJubilee Year of 2025 comes to an end on the 28™ of December, the Feast of the Holy
Family. Pope Francis desired thatthis Jubilee be for the spiritual benefits of us all, Pilgrims of Hope. By the grace
of God many of us had the opportunity to participateinthe various events and pilgrimages, and to obtain the fruits
of this Holy Year. Even though the year will come to anend, may its Spiritual fruits ever endure inus!

If you look at the Book of Leviticus (Chapter 25), we can see God’s plans for the Year of Jubilee. Among other
things, three points stand out. First,itwasto be a time of REST and RENEWAL for the people and for the land.
Second, people were called to FORGIVE THE DEBTS of those who were inbondage and thus setting them FREE.
Finally,itwas also a time to COME HOME: to one’s own family, to one’s own land given by God.

When we look atthe Year of Jubilee in the context of the Incarnation ofthe Only Begotten Son of God, we cansee
God’s planforus inourtimes. We as Disciples of Jesus Christ,arecalled toreceive all thatGod is offeringus, not
simply by observinga particulartimeor season. We receive those blessings through the PERSON OF JESUS
CHRIST, Whose Birth we celebrate at Christmas. Jesus comes to give REST for our souls,and to RENEW our broken
relationship with God. He is the Only One Who sets us FREE from our bondage to sinand death. As St. Paul tells
us, “For freedom Christhas setus free” (Galatians5.1). However, St. Peter in his firstletter warns us not to use
our freedom as a pretext for evil (See 1 Peter 2.16). Finally,Jesus alonecanbringus to our true homeland and to
inheritthe Kingdom prepared for us from the foundation of the world.

Now a couple of thoughts for us to ponder. Even as Jesus sets us free from our bondage to sinand death, are
there people in our lifewhom we holdinthe bondage of our UNFORGIVENESS? [fso,isitnot the time forus to
forgive them andsetthem FREE? Or maybe there aresome among us who are upset with what is happeningin
their families, or even inthe world around us, and enslaved to the darkness of bitterness and despair.

Thatis why Christmas is the best time to come to the Child bornin Bethlehem to bringto Him, not gold,
frankincense and myrrh; but rather our sins, our unforgiving hearts, and the darkness of our hopelessness.
Because Jesusis truly the great lightseen by those who walkedin darkness, the lightthat has shone on those who
have livedinthe land of deep darkness (See Isaiah 9.2b).

God Bless you all. Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

Very Rev. Sebastian Puthenpura
Vicar General

3665 Benvoulin Road, Kelowna, BC Canada ViW 4M7 | tel 250-448-2725 | nelsondiocese.org



:‘E,%L‘Eﬂﬁdem OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT

December 18, 2025

Dear CISND Community:

“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and give birth to a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,”
a name that means “God is with us. (Matt 1.23)

At the heart of the Christmas season is a truth that renews us: God is with us.

Throughout Advent, we prepared in hope; not only for this celebration, but for Him. Now, before the
manger, we find not just the blessings of God, but God Himself. Emmanuel. This is the gift we have been
waiting for.

The Catholic Independent Schools of the Nelson Diocese is rooted in hope; this truth shapes who we
are. The birth of Christ was the moment that changed everything. In our schools and communities, itis
our invitation to live in His presence, to walk in His light, and to witness to His love. In our CISND
schools, we see His light shining in so many signs of hope: in students growing in faith and joy, in
teachers who accompany their students with love and purpose, and in families who continue to show
up with trust and perseverance. We see it during Advent liturgies and Christmas concerts, where
students proclaim the coming of Christ with sincerity and joy. We see it in classrooms where every child
is known and valued, and in communities where dignity is upheld, hearts are lifted, and all are
welcomed with a deep sense of belonging.

Christmas invites us to give thanks for our faith, our families, and the connections we share between
home, school, and parish.

On behalf of the CISND Board and Administration, may the peace of Christ fill your hearts this
Christmas, renew our hope, and guide us in the year to come.

In Christ,

(-

Pamela Guilbault, Superintendent of Schools
Catholic Independent Schools of the Diocese of Nelson



BUILDING & GROUNDS MAINTENANCE CONTRACTOR
St. Edward’s Catholic Church

11123 Okanagan Centre Road East, Lake Country, BC
Part-Time Contract (Approx. 26 hours/month)

Compensation: $22/hour

About St. Edward’s Catholic Church

St. Edward’s Parish is part of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Nelson, serving the Lake Country community
through worship, faith formation, and stewardship. The parish is seeking a reliable and skilled individual to
maintain the cleanliness, safety, and upkeep of our buildings and grounds.

Position Summary

The Building & Grounds Maintenance Contractor ensures that parish facilities and grounds are maintained in
a clean, safe, and serviceable condition. This role involves routine maintenance, repair, and coordination of
seasonal and emergency tasks with the Parish Priest and Finance Committee.

Key Responsibilities

e Perform minor repairs to buildings, fixtures, maintain irrigation system and other equipment.

e Effect emergency repairs to utilities and vandalism-related damage.

e Supervise and coordinate external contractors when required.

¢ Inspect and ensure operation of HVAC, fire protection, refrigeration, and security systems.

e Complete weekly and monthly checklists of all the equipment and perform monthly alarm testing.

e Schedule and perform preventive maintenance of all the equipment.

e Submit budget requests at year end when requested by the office

¢ Maintain lawns, flower beds, shrubs, fencing, and gates under the direction of the parish
Liturgy committee.

¢ Clean gutters and downspouts on a seasonal basis.

e Sweep parking lots, clear snow and ice, apply anti-slip materials, and pressure-wash walkways.

¢ Set up and take down seasonal decorations and safety barriers.

¢ Arrange volunteer yard clean-ups and snow removal contracts.

* Purchase and restock supplies; ensure waste and recycling are managed properly.

* Provide direction to parish staff, volunteers, and facility users regarding proper facility use and cleanup
standards.

e Submit a monthly maintenance report detailing completed work and any required repairs or materials.

¢ Follow parish Workplace Safety Policy and report unsafe conditions immediately.

Continued on page 2
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Qualifications

* Experience in building and grounds maintenance, facility management, or general repairs.

* Basic knowledge of electrical, plumbing, HVAC, and carpentry work.

¢ Ability to work independently and prioritize tasks efficiently.

¢ Strong communication and recordkeeping skills.

¢ Physically able to perform manual labor and outdoor work in varying weather conditions.

e Commitment to maintaining confidentiality and upholding the values of the Roman Catholic

Diocese of Nelson.

How to Apply

Please submit your résumé and a brief cover letter to:

Parish Priest, St. Edward’s Catholic Church

11123 Okanagan Centre Road East, Lake Country, BC V4V 1H3

Email: LakeCountry@nelsondiocese.org



