ST. EDWARD’S ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

11123 Okanagan Centre Road East, Lake Country, BC V4V 1H3

Phone 250-766-3146 Fax 250-766-3191

Website http://www.stedwardsparish.ca Email lakecountry@nelsondiocese.org

Pastor: Fr. Dr. Shaiju Kunjuvareed

PARISH OFFICE
Secretary: Pat Robinson
Office Hours: Tuesday to Thursday,
10:00 am to 3:00 pm
Bulletin Announcements by noon on

Thursday email: wandawirth@telus.net

WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday: 5:00 pm
Sunday: 9:00 am

CONFESSIONS
Saturday- 4:00-4:45 pm or by appointment

The Fifth
Sunday

of Lent

WEEKDAY MASSES THIS WEEK
Monday—Mass at 10:00 am
(Rosary at 9:30 am)
Tuesday — Mass at 6:00 pm
(Rosary at 5:30 pm)
Wednesday—Mass at 10:00 am
(Rosary at 9:30 am)
Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help
following mass
Thursday—Mass at 10:00 am
(Rosary at 9:30 pm)
Friday—Mass at 10:00 am
(Rosary at 9:30 am)

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament following
the 10:00 am Mass

CHILDREN’S RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Noreen Dunn: 250-766-3303

MINISTRY COORDINATORS
Altar Society: Constance Gregory
(250) 765-2879
Benevolent Fund: Parish Office
Greeters and Ushers: Maxine Joyce
maxinejoyceS0@gmail.com
Lectors (Readers): Sue Taylor
javtaylor@telus.net
Eucharistic Ministers: June Bot
bot.june@icloud.com
Music Ministry: Vera Gervais,
250-766-2250
Sacristans: Lily Oddleifson (250) 766-4390

PARISH COMMITTEES
Parish Pastoral Council (PPC)
Chair: Cara Reed
Parish Finance Committee (PFC)
Chair: Joe Pereira George
Liturgy Coordinator:
Constance Gregory, 250-765-2879
Grounds and Building: Allan Lundquist

PARISH ORGANIZATIONS
CWL- Marian Podgornik, 778-480-6444
St. Edward’s Men’s Association-
President: Vincent Sherry
vandjsherry@gmail.com
Vice President: Richard Delaney
R_V_Delaney@proton.me
Development & Peace-
George & Karen Willoner, 250-215-5134

March 22, 2026
Fifth Sunday of Lent
EZ 37:12-14: PS 130:1-8; ROM 8:8-11; JN 11:1-45

At this point in our Lenten journey, it is tempting to grow weary of the
spiritual disciplines we have taken on. Today’s readings inspire us to re-
main faithful, in grateful response to a God who loves us so much.

In our first reading, the prophet Ezekiel speaks God’s own words to us. “I
will put my spirit in you that you may live... I have promised and I will
do it, says the Lord.” Our God wants to be so closely united to us that we
are one with Him. And He has promised He will do it. But only if we
make room for Him by making Him THE priority of our lives. Putting
God first 1s a grateful response that is very pleasing to Him.

How can we do this? Our second reading, from Romans, tells us. “Those
who are in the flesh cannot please God. But you are not in the flesh...
you are in the spirit if only the Spirit of God dwells in you.”

The disciplines of Lent and a stewardship way of life are wonderful gifts

that free us from too great an attachment to “the flesh.” The sacrifices we
make as Christian stewards are not meant to restrict our freedom and joy.

Quite the contrary. They are tools to help us find the real freedom and joy
that only come when we make room in our lives for God.

As we journey closer to the Passion of our Lord, let us intensify our Len-
ten resolutions and our stewardship way of life, inviting the Holy Spirit to
take over more and more of our lives. By Easter, we will be freer to re-
joice in Him and truly pleasing to God.

©Catholic Stewardship Consultants
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PARISHIONERS OFFERINGS

Thank you for your generous support of
St. Edward Parish

March 15, 2026—$2,662.37

You can donate by using an eTransfer from your
online banking. All you have to do is create a new
payee” (eg. St. Edward Parish) and use the email
etransfer.stedwardswinfield@nelsondiocese.org
In the message box indicate that you want your
donation to go to Sunday Collection.

PILGRIMAGE OF FAITH
Our Pilgrimage of Faith Appeal is now underway in
our parish for the year 2026 — Every gift is im-
portant. Our parish goal is $18,250.00. We have
already received $1,320.00. Thank you so much!
Remember to fill out your pledge card and drop it
along with a cheque/cash (cheques made payable to
the The Roman Catholic Bishop of Nelson) in the
collection or donate via etransfer to:
etransfers.pof(@nelsondiocese.org or
online via Canada Helps at Canada Helps: https://
www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/24360.

NEED A PRIEST?
If you need a priest for emergencies or end of life
call, please call the Catholic Chaplaincy phone at
250-878-1502. Regular hospital visits can be ar-
ranged by calling the church office during office
hours to arrange a time for a priest to Visit.

If anyone would like Father to come to your
home to pray, to receive the Sacrament of the
Sick, to receive the Holy Eucharist or just to
visit, please inform the office and they will ar-
range to have

e Prayer Requests
\\ Norman Tutt, Manuel Matias, Bishop
&) Bittman

Mass Intentions

March 21- Fr. Jim Ratcliffe RIP

March 23-Fern Granger

March 24- Mary & Michael Martyna RIP
March 25- Irene Robalo RIP

March 26- Audrey Vertannes RIP

March 27-Pat Greaney RIP

March 28- Art Fomey RIP

March 31- Dave Tutt RIP

WITH SYMPATHY

The parish extends our deepest
sympathy to Anne and the family of
Dave Manarin who passed away in
Kelowna on March 2™ .

Also, our deepest sympathy goes
out to the family of Elizabeth
Sedmak who passed away on March
12" in Edmonton. Both were long time parishioners of
St. Edward’s Parish before they moved. May they rest
in peace in the eternal light of God.

MASS TIME CHANGE
As of April 1 1" Saturday night
Mass is changing back to
5:30 pm

ST. EDWARD’S PARISH BRUNCH
St. Edward’s Parish Brunch will be held today Sun-
day, March 22, 2026 after the 9:00 am Mass. Please
join us for ham & eggs, tomatoes, hash
browns, coffee, juice waffles, fruit and
fellowship! Cost is $10.00 for 12 years Ve
and over, $5.00 for 6-11 years. Free for ¥
5 years and under. $30.00 per family
with children up to 18 years old.

HOLY THURSDAY WASHING OF THE FEET
Needed 12 people to 51gn up for FEET WASHING on
Holy Thursday, April 2™. There's a sign up sheet in
the vestibule.

SAVE THESE DATES AND TIMING
DURING LENTEN SEASON 2026

Stations of the Cross will be conducted at
06.30 pm on every Friday of the Lent.
Lenten Reconciliation Service (March 26, Thursday)
Rosary : 09.30 am and Holy Mass : 10.00 am
Silence : 06.15 pm, Common Prayer and
Reconciliation : 06.30 pm to 07.45 pm
Saturday of Palm Sunday : Holy Mass at 05.00 pm
Palm Sunday : Holy Mass at 09.00 am
Holy Thursday : Holy Mass at 07.00 pm
Good Friday : Stations of the Cross at 02.00 pm
Passion of the Lord at 03.00 pm
Holy Saturday : Easter Vigil Mass at 08.00 pm
Paschal / Easter Table Blessing will be held
immediately after the Easter Vigil Mass.
Easter Sunday : Easter Holy Mass at 09.00 am
Paschal / Easter Table Blessing will be held
immediately after the Easter Sunday Morning Mass
also.
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ST. EDWARDS LENTEN RETREAT
TOMORROW 23 MARCH, 2026

Please join Father Obi and your fellow parishioners
from 6:30-8:30 PM to help rediscover Jesus through
the beauty of the Sacraments plus how to win souls
for Christ. Father Obi will be leading the presenta-
tions on these subjects. Each presentation will be
followed by small group discussions and group feed-
back. Presentation and discussion will take place in
the parish hall follow by adoration in the church.

—— ST. EDWARD’S
; RECONCILIATION L ENTEN CONFESSIONS
y ‘ SERVICE )
- Join us for our Lenten

Penitential and Reconciliation
(Confessions) Service with visiting priests at
St. Edward’s Church this Thursday, March 26, 2026.
The Penitential Service will begin with silence at
6:15 pm, followed by Common Prayer and Recon-
ciliation from 6:30 to 7:45 pm.

MASS OF SACRED CHRISM
Everyone is welcome to attend the Mass of the
Sacred Chrism at Immaculate Conception Church on
Monday, March 30", At this Mass, the different oils
we use during the year are blessed by the Bishop. It
is a beautiful diocesan celebration. If you haven’t
attended before, consider attending this year, if you
can. Mass begins at 7 pm.

Grade 8—12 Kelowna Catholic
Youth Group News
'm /" Just a reminder:

——srovur—  NO Youth Group on March 22.
Have a great Spring Break!

Next Gathering: LifeTeen Stations of the Cross
Sunday, March 29
Location: Seton House of Prayer — Dining Hall
(Lower Building)
Schedule
Drop Off: 6:00 pm at Seton House of Prayer (note
earlier start time)
Pick Up: 8:30 pm at Seton House of Prayer
Bring:
* Warm clothes (we will be doing the outdoor sta-
tions)
* Headlamp (if you have one)
So we can prepare materials and have enough
snacks for the social afterward, please RSVP by
Wednesday, March 25 using the link at the bottom.
New to Youth Group? Click the link below to reg-
ister.
www.kelownacatholicyouthgroup.ca

and Peace For 59 Years
CARITAS CANADA
Development & Peace/
Caritas Canada has
worked with our partners in the global south. With
goals as diverse as human rights, women's rights, land
and water rights to rebuilding communities after
natural disasters. Supporting our sisters and brothers
is part of our social justice mandate.
This year's Lenten campaign “On Track for Justice”
focuses on one of our partnership in Brazil to relocate
a small Indigenous community to a safer and healthier
parcel of land.
Solidarity Sunday is an opportunity to continue to
support partners in the global south.

ji: Development SOLIDARITY SUNDAY

“Justice becomes concrete when it reaches out
to others, when each person is given their due, until
Equality in Dignity and Opportunity among human
beings is achieved.” Pope Leo XIV

STEUBENVILLE NW YOUTH CONFERENCE
Spokane, Washington -- July 8-12, 2026

If you are a Catholic student currently in grade 8 to 12
and are from one of the Catholic parishes in

Kelowna, W. Kelowna or Lake Country, we invite you
to apply for this sacrament-soaked weekend! This
youth conference is filled with talks, small group dis-
cussions, lively worship music, the Sacrament of Rec-
onciliation, Eucharistic Adoration, and Mass to help us
see the importance of our relationship with the Lord.
Trip cost: $705.00 (additional funding may be availa-
ble - please contact your parish office.) Cost includes
bus ride from ICC Kelowna, four nights’ accommoda-
tion, all conference activities, 11 meals, travel medical
insurance, conference t-shirt and entry into Silverwood
Theme Park. Space is limited!

Complete all three application steps by April 10:

1) INTERESTED? Email David Z FIRST at
snw.kelowna@gmail.com with ‘I’m Interested’ in the
subject line so that he can watch for the following:

2) Parish commitment form signed by teen’s parish
priest

3) School-based character reference

If interest exceeds the number of available spots for
this trip, preference will be given to older teens and
those who are actively involved in their parish.

For more information about the conference and for trip
application forms, go to
www.kelownacatholicyouthgroup.ca.
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Young Adul’rs of the D|ocese of Nelson

World Youth Day 2027 is from
July 27" 2027 - August 11", 2027

in Seoul, Korea
*Dates include both Days in the Diocese and WYD

Join Pope Leo XIV and hundreds of thousands of
young Catholics (18 - 35 years old) from around the world
for the World Youth Day Pilgrimage!

Participants will grow in their faith and their appreciation
for the power and presence of Jesus in the Church today.

Priest Chaplain: Fr. Ferdinand Bayarong

For more information, please contact: “Take couroge!
Deacon Rod Attwell
rod.attwel@nelsondiocese.org | have overcome
the world.”
To secure a spot a deposit is (John 16:33)

required by Wednesday, April 22, 2026

UBCO STUDENTS
For all UBCO students, there is mass on campus every
Monday at 7 pm in UNC 316 and small group meetings
every Thursday at 7 pm in UNC 316. The UBCO Catho-
lic club is working to build a faith community on cam-
pus. Come and join to learn more about the Catholic
faith and to grow in community. All students are wel-
come.

POPE LEO XIV’S PRAYER INTENTIONS FOR
MARCH
For disarmament and peace
Let us pray that nations move toward effective
disarmament, particularly nuclear disarmament, and that
world leaders choose the path of dialogue and
diplomacy instead of violence.

DIOCESE OF NELSON
Youth Ministry

DEANERY YOUTH STATIONS OF THE CROSS

March 7 - West Kootenay | $t Rita Parish,
Castlegar (1:30 - 6:00 pm)

March 14 - East Kootenay | Christ the Servant,

Cranbrook (3:00 - 6:00 pm)

March 28-South Okanagan | . Ann Church,

Penticton (2:30 - 6:00 pm)

smmNs 0FTHE cnosS “ March 29 - North Okanagan | Sefon House of
N Prayer (5:30-7:00 pm)

(Program: Video Preserintion, Sth

Reflestion, Serament of

We Adort you O Christ & We Praise You, besause by Your

COME § JOIN US! Pienst o try Coordlinator or erndil
Holy Cross You vedeewmed the World!” i

us fmwwrdm r@nelsondliocest org)

/ ,'B'JSI HE[ P (4357)

.
N

NORTH OKANAGAN DEANERY 2026 LENTEN
CONFESSION SCHEDULES

Parish/School Day Date Time

St. Francis of Assisi Tues Mar 24 | 5:00 pm

JOHN
3:16

St. Charles Garnier Wed Mar 25 | 5:00 pm

ICC Parish Tues Mar 17 | 4:00 pm

St. Edward Parish Thurs | Mar 26 | 6:30 pm

Would you like to see your business adver-
tised in our bulletin? Cost is $100 per year or
$10.00 per month. Contact the office.



Lenten Mission 2026
6:30-8:30PM, 23 March 2026

Faith Renewal

Dear Friends of St. Edwards Parish,
| look forward to spending time with you soon as we gather for Parish Mission/Retreat.

Please read, reflect & pray on the goals, themes and discussion questions for our missions so you
can actively participate in small group discussions.

Mission Goal

1. Discover / rediscover why we exist as a parish. For example: How is our parish different than a
country club. Our purposes could include things like:
- Seeking and saving the lost,
- Reaching out to those whao have relapsed,
- Making disciples who make disciples.
2. Rediscover Jesus and the wonderful life He has for us.
3. Strengthening ourselves with the Sacraments of Holy Communion, The Holy Eucharist and
especially Confession / Reconciliation. Through these sacraments we can:
- Make afriend,
- Beafriend,
- Make your friend a friend of Jesus.

| will make two presentations, each followed by group discussions based on the questions below.

Themes of the presentations are:

Jesus and the Call to Discipleship and Rediscovering the Beauty of the Sacraments
Discussion Questions:
1) Where is Jesus leading our Parish today?
2) How can we put God’s love in our family, workplace and community everyday?
3) How can | make a friend, be a friend and make my friend a friend of Jesus?
4) How can our liturgy be prepared experience God more deeply & personally at every Mass?

5) What kind of Parish do we want to be?
6) How can we reach out to our friends, family and neigbours who have relapsed?

Thank you to Father Shaiju and all of you for inviting me to be part of your Lenten journey. |look
forward to being with you on the 23 of March.

Blessings,



