
 
March 8, 2026 
Third Sunday of Lent 
EX 17:3-7; PS 95:1-2, 6-9; ROM 5:1-2, 5-8; JN 4:5-42  
 

 

Today’s readings for this Third Sunday of Lent center on the theme of 

thirst, reminding us that a stewardship way of life both satisfies our own 

longing for Christ and helps us respond to Christ’s thirst for souls. 

 

In our first reading from Exodus, the Israelites complain in their thirst 

for water, despite all God has done to free them from slavery. Yet when 

Moses cries out for help, God provides abundantly, bringing water from 

the rock to satisfy His people. The Lord’s generosity did not end there. 

He continues to provide for us today, patiently meeting our needs again 

and again. 

 

In today’s Gospel, we hear the powerful encounter between Jesus and 

the Samaritan woman at the well, beginning with His simple request: 

“Give me a drink.” He then tells her that He can offer living water — 

water that truly satisfies. 

 

These words speak directly to us as well. Christ asks us to “give Him a 

drink” by sharing the gifts we have received with Him and with others 

for His sake. Yet it is Christ Himself who fills us, offering the living wa-

ter of His grace. 

 

God invites each of us to play a part in bringing others to Him through a 

stewardship way of life. This Lent, may we respond to that invitation 

with renewed commitment, offering our time, talent, and treasure so that 

many may come to know Christ. In doing so, we help to quench His 

thirst for souls. 

 

 

Catholic Stewardship Consultants  

                         ST. EDWARD’S ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 
                         11123 Okanagan Centre Road East, Lake Country, BC  V4V 1H3 

      Phone 250-766-3146 Fax 250-766-3191 
Website http://www.stedwardsparish.ca  Email  lakecountry@nelsondiocese.org 

Pastor: Fr. Dr. Shaiju Kunjuvareed 

 

PARISH OFFICE  

Secretary: Pat Robinson 

Office Hours: Tuesday to Thursday,    

    10:00 am to 3:00 pm 

Bulletin Announcements by noon on  

Thursday email: wandawirth@telus.net 

CONFESSIONS 
Saturday- 4:00-4:45 pm or by appointment 

CHILDREN’S RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
Noreen Dunn: 250-766-3303 

 
MINISTRY COORDINATORS 

Altar Society: Constance Gregory  
(250) 765-2879 
Benevolent Fund: Parish Office 
Greeters and Ushers: Maxine Joyce 
maxinejoyce50@gmail.com 
Lectors (Readers): Sue Taylor  
jaytaylor@telus.net 
Eucharistic Ministers: June Bot  
bot.june@icloud.com 

Music Ministry: Vera Gervais,  

250-766-2250 
Sacristans: Lily Oddleifson (250) 766-4390 

 
PARISH COMMITTEES 

Parish Pastoral Council (PPC)  
Chair: Cara Reed 
Parish Finance Committee (PFC) 
Chair: Joe Pereira George 
Liturgy Coordinator: 
Constance Gregory, 250-765-2879 
Grounds and Building: Allan Lundquist 

 
PARISH ORGANIZATIONS 

CWL- Marian Podgornik, 778-480-6444 
St. Edward’s Men’s Association- 
President: Vincent Sherry  
vandjsherry@gmail.com  
Vice President: Richard Delaney 
R_V_Delaney@proton.me 
Development & Peace-  
George & Karen Willoner, 250-215-5134 

WEEKEND MASSES 

Saturday: 5:00 pm 

Sunday: 9:00 am 

WEEKDAY MASSES THIS WEEK 

Monday—Mass at 10:00 am 

   (Rosary at 9:30 am) 

Tuesday – Mass at 6:00 pm 

   (Rosary at 5:30 pm) 

Wednesday—Mass at 10:00 am  

     (Rosary at 9:30 am) 

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
    following mass 

 Thursday—Mass at 6:00 pm 

   (Rosary at 5:30 pm) 

Friday—Mass at 10:00 am 

   (Rosary at 9:30 am) 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament following 

January 18, 2026 

January 25, 2026 

https://us.list-manage.com/gGSYse1--ZX?e=f493f0a337&c2id=6fb1a2abb578916d5f3a050f561bca9b
http://www.stedwardsparish.ca
mailto:st.edwards@shaw.ca
mailto:wandawirth@telus.net
mailto:jaytaylor@telus.net
mailto:bot.june@icloud.com
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PARISHIONERS OFFERINGS 
 

Thank you for your generous support of 

St. Edward Parish 

 

March 1, 2026—$3,471.37 

 

You can donate by using an eTransfer from your 
online banking. All you have to do is create a new  
payee” (eg. St. Edward  Parish) and use the 
email etransfer.stedwardswinfield@nelsondiocese.org
In the message box indicate that you want your dona-
tion to go to Sunday Collection. 

 

PILGRIMAGE OF FAITH 

Our Pilgrimage of Faith Appeal is now underway in 
our parish for the year 2026 –  Every gift is important. 
Our parish goal is $18,250.00.  We have already  

received $170.00. Thank you so much! Remember to 
fill out your pledge card and drop it along with a 
cheque/cash (cheques made payable to the The Ro-
man Catholic Bishop of Nelson) in the collection or 
donate via etransfer to: etrans-
fers.pof@nelsondiocese.org or 

online via Canada Helps at Canada Helps: https://
www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/24360.  

 

NEED A PRIEST? 

If you need a priest  for emergencies or end of life 
call, please call the Catholic Chaplaincy phone at  

250-878-1502. Regular hospital visits can be ar-
ranged by calling the church office during office 
hours to arrange a time for a priest to visit. 

  

If anyone would like Father to come to your 
home to pray, to receive the Sacrament of the 
Sick, to receive the Holy Eucharist or just to 
visit, please inform the office and they will ar-
range to have  

Prayer Requests 

Norman Tutt, Manuel Matias, Bishop 
Bittman, Pat and Don Keating 

Mass Intentions 
March 7- Jane Donahue and her deceased family  
                members  
March 9- Joanna D'Souza RIP 
March 10- Pat Greaney RIP 
March 11- Pat Greaney RIP 
March 12- Fern Granger RIP 
March 13- Mitch Martina RIP 
March 14- P.J. O'Looney RIP 
March 17- Pat Greaney RIP 
March 18- Mary Anne Whelan RIP 

MASS OF SACRED CHRISM 

Everyone is welcome to attend the Mass of the Sacred 
Chrism at Immaculate Conception Church on Monday, 
March 30th. At this Mass, the different oils we use dur-
ing the year are blessed by the Bishop. It is a beautiful 
diocesan celebration. If you haven’t attended before, 
consider attending this year, if you can. Couples who are 
celebrating special wedding anniversaries (25, 30, 35, 
40, 45, 50 and longer) are invited to attend. The diocese 
rejoices with them on this day and would honour them 
for being a sign of God’s faithful love in the world. 
Names of Jubilarians are needed by March 15 so that the 
diocese can prepare tokens of congratulations. Please 
see Fr. Cerlouie’s invitation and RSVP form included at 
the end of this bulletin. Anyone planning to attend 
should fill out the form and  

return it to St. Edward’s office by March 15. Mass be-
gins at 7 pm. Social get-together at 4.15pm and dinner at 
5 pm.  

THE MEN'S ASSOCIATION'S  
MEETING  

The Men’s Association meeting will be held 
on Thursday, March 19, 2026. We will have 
supper at 6:30 pm and our meeting at 7 pm.  

ST. PATRICK’S DAY 

CONCERT, LUNCHEON AND BAKE SALE 

Saturday, March 14, 2026, from 12 noon to 2:00 pm 
in St. Edward’s Parish Hall. Featuring a light lunch, 
bake sale, raffles and live Celtic music and singing by  
Ceol na hEireann. Proceeds to support Seton House of 
Prayer. Sponsored by the St. Edward’s CWL.  

Everyone Welcome! 

ST. EDWARD’S PARISH 
BRUNCH 

St. Edward’s Parish Brunch will 
be held Sunday, March 22, 2026 
after the 9:00 am Mass.  Please 
join us for ham & eggs, tomatoes, 
hash browns, coffee, juice, waf-
fles, fruit and fellowship! Cost is 
$10.00 for 12 years and over, $5.00 for 6-11 years.  
Free for 5 years and under. $30.00 per family with chil-
dren up to 18 years old. 

mailto:etransfer.stedwardswinfield@nelsondiocese.org
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/24360
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/24360


DEVELOPMENT AND PEACE - CARITAS CANA-
DA: A MOVEMENT OF SOLIDARITY 

Established in 1967, Development and Peace ― Caritas 
Canada is the official international development organiza-
tion of the Catholic Church in Canada. We address the 
root causes of poverty, oppression and inequality by 
working with partners in the Global South and by mobi-
lizing Canadians in the common struggle for justice and 
dignity. We champion women and social movements as 
key agents of lasting change. Our transformative work is 
possible thanks to the generosity and support of our 
members and Canadians who stand by us. Join the 
movement of over 13,000 members and help us bring our 
campaigns to life. For more information, contact George 
or Karen 250-317-4652 kwilloner@hotmail.ca or  

visit devp.org/joinus  

STEUBENVILLE NW YOUTH CONFERENCE   
Spokane, Washington --  July 8-12, 2026 
If you are a Catholic student currently in grade 8 to 12 
and are from one of the Catholic parishes in  
Kelowna, W. Kelowna or Lake Country, we invite you 
to apply for this sacrament-soaked weekend!  This 
youth conference is filled with talks, small group dis-
cussions, lively worship music, the Sacrament of Rec-
onciliation, Eucharistic Adoration, and Mass to help us 
see the importance of our relationship with the Lord.   
Trip cost: $705.00 (additional funding may be availa-
ble - please contact your parish office.)  Cost includes 
bus ride from ICC Kelowna, four nights’ accommoda-
tion, all conference activities, 11 meals, travel medical 
insurance, conference t-shirt and entry into Silverwood 
Theme Park.  Space is limited!   
Complete all three application steps by April 10:   
1) INTERESTED?  Email David Z FIRST at 
snw.kelowna@gmail.com with ‘I’m Interested’ in the 
subject line so that he can watch for the following: 
2) Parish commitment form signed by teen’s parish 
priest 
3) School-based character reference  
If interest exceeds the number of available spots for 
this trip, preference will be given to older teens and 
those who are actively involved in their parish. For 
more information about the conference and for trip ap-
plication forms, go to 
www.kelownacatholicyouthgroup.ca.  

POPE LEO XIV’S PRAYER INTENTIONS 
FOR MARCH 

For disarmament and peace 
Let us pray that nations move toward effective  
disarmament, particularly nuclear disarmament, and 
that world leaders choose the path of dialogue and  
diplomacy instead of violence. 

STUDY GROUP ON ST. JOSEPH 

Starting on 18 March and for the next six Wednes-
day evenings, from 6:30-8:00, in the parish hall, the 
gentlemen and boys (15+) of St. Edwards are  

invited to attend a 90-minute study and discussions 
about this important saint. The focus of the study 
group is to learn about St. Joseph and the example 
he sets for Catholic men in their everyday modern 
lives. 

Mark your calendars. 

Please visit the parish website for more detailed 

information and to sign up for the group.  

Alternatively, you can contact either Joseph Pereira 

(josfpereira@gmail.com) or Rick Delaney 

(R_V_Delaney@proton.me), the group’s  

facilitators. We need to confirm the number of  

participates so we can organize logistics for the 
group. Meetings are scheduled 
between the  

Solemnity of St. Joseph and the 
Feast of St. Joseph the Worker. 
We will gather at the  

St. Edwards parish community 
hall in Winfield over  

seven consecutive Wednesday 
evenings, from 6:30 to 8:00, 
starting on 18 March. 

ST. EDWARDS LENTEN RETREAT  

23 MARCH, FROM 6:30-8:30 PM 

This Lent rediscover Jesus through the beauty of the  

Sacraments plus how to win souls for Jesus. 

Father Obi will be leading the presentations on these  

subjects. Each presentation will be followed by small 
group discussions and group feedback. Presentation and 
discussion will take place in the parish hall followed by 
prayer and Adoration in the church.  

IMMACULATA HIGH SCHOOL  
GRAD FUNDRAISER APRIL 10 AT 6PM  

Please consider supporting our graduating class 
through this important fundraiser by either pur-
chasing tickets for the show (https://cur8.com/
projects/40082) or participating in our on-line prize 
opportunity: 50/50 Draw and WestJet Raffle – 
Win a trip for two anywhere WestJet flies 
(available at https://www.rafflebox.ca/raffle/
immaculata_westjet)  

NEXT WEEK! NINE STRUGGLES EXECU-
TORS FACE – Part of Embrace Aging Month 
Get support in making informative decisions for the 
future and ease the challenges faced by executors and 
loved ones. Whether you’re planning ahead or curious 
about this role, this session will offer valuable guid-
ance and clarity. March 11, 2:00 – 3:30 PM | Lake 
Country Library (Note: not at Springfield Funeral 
Home) REGISTER  

mailto:kwilloner@hotmail.ca
https://devp.org/joinus
mailto:snw.kelowna@gmail.com
http://www.kelownacatholicyouthgroup.ca
http://www.kelownacatholicyouthgroup.ca
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https://www.rafflebox.ca/raffle/immaculata_westjet
https://www.springfieldfuneralhome.com/events/


 

JOHN 

            3:16   

Would you like to see your business adver-
tised in our  bulletin? Cost is $100 per year or 
$10.00 per month. Contact the office. 

NORTH OKANAGAN DEANERY 2026 LENTEN 
CONFESSION SCHEDULES 

Parish/School Day Date Time 

Corpus Christi Parish Wed Mar 11 6:00 pm 

Our Lady of Lourdes Wed Mar 18 3:30 pm 

St. Pius X Parish Thurs Mar 19 5:00 pm 

St. Joseph School Thurs Mar 12 10:15 am 
12:30 pm 

St. Francis of Assisi Tues Mar 24 5:00 pm 

St. Charles Garnier Wed Mar 25 5:00 pm 

ICC Parish Tues Mar 17 4:00 pm 

St. Edward Parish Thurs Mar 26 6:30 pm 

CALL TO ACTION 

A group of St. Edward’s parishioners wishes to undertake a 
concrete gesture of support (even if small) to the communi-
ty of Tumbler Ridge, considering the recent tragic event. 

We are undertaking two actions, with the support of Father 
Shaiju. The first action is a card campaign to tell people in 
the community of Tumbler Ridge they are in our 

hearts and prayers; specifically, we will direct this outreach 
to the Mission Church of Holy Cross, in Tumbler Ridge. 
This involves St. Edward’s parishioners writing an encour-
aging note on a “thinking of you” card, or a blank card. We 
invite everyone to participate – young and senior – and to 
whatever extent you would like. We will provide some 
cards (look for the basket in the vestibule) to get the 

project started, but hope parishioners will provide their 
own additional cards, write a loving note, and 

return the cards to the church. It would be wonderful if we 
had lots of cards to send! Notes should be simple and 
heartfelt. We do not want to re-traumatize anyone by re-
peating news of the incident; for example, you could say 
simply: Holding you in our thoughts and prayers; Thinking 
of you at this time; You are not alone. St. Edward’s parish 
is praying for you; May consolation and courage be 

yours; Keeping you close in our hearts; or your own mes-
sage along those lines. 

The second action is an art supplies drive. The students 
(Grade 7 – 12) are not returning to their school; they will  

re-start (when they are ready) in temporary classrooms 
(portables). Art supplies will be helpful for students trying 
to process their emotions or simply needing a creative dis-
traction. We will provide a box (in the vestibule) for your 
donations of new art supplies, such as colored pencils, 
markers, paint, age-appropriate coloring books, journal 
notebooks, paper – whatever you think students would 
like! The collection of cards and art supplies will take 
place until March 29, which is Palm Sunday. We pray 

this initiative will be blessed as part of your Lenten  

observances and thank you in advance! 







DEANERY YOUTH STATION OF THE CROSS 

 
Dear Reverend Fathers, Youth Ministry Coordinators, and Beloved Young People, 
Warm greetings in Christ.! 
 

The Diocesan Youth Ministry is pleased to invite our Pastors and Parish Community to come together for the Dean-
ery Youth Stations of the Cross, a meaningful Lenten devotion that will help prepare our young people to enter more 
deeply into the Paschal mystery of Christ. 

The Stations of the Cross is a powerful prayer experience that invites our youth to walk with Jesus on His journey to 
Calvary, to reflect on His great love, and to grow in faith as we prepare for the celebration of Easter. Through prayer, 
reflection, and fellowship, we hope to offer our young people a truly meditative and grace-filled experience. 
 

To foster unity and collaboration, we encourage youth groups from the different parishes within each deanery to 
work together in preparing and participating in this devotion. Below is the proposed schedule for each deanery: 
 

March 7 – West Kootenay | St Rita Parish, Castlegar 
March 14 – East Kootenay | St. Joseph Church, Radium 
March 21–South Okanagan | St. Ann Church, Penticton 
March 29 – North Okanagan | Seton House of Prayer 
 

Proposed Program (The proposal for this gathering is at 1pm until 4pm) 
• Gathering/ Welcome for the Youth Cross 
• Video Presentation 
• Stations of the Cross 
• Short Reflection 
• Fellowship / Social Time 
• Holy Mass 
 

We also humbly ask our beloved pastors to kindly accompany and support our young people during these gatherings 
and, if possible, to be available for the Sacrament of Reconciliation, offering them the grace of God’s mercy during 
this holy season. Thank you for your continued dedication to the spiritual growth of our youth. May this Lenten  

journey draw us all closer to Christ and renew our hope as we walk together toward Easter. 
 

With prayers and gratitude, 
Fr Ferdinand M. Bayarong 
Diocesan Youth Ministry Coordinator 


